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This Hiſtory was printed inthe Baptiſt Regiſter, only 
a ſheet at a time occaſionally, as the Editor of that work 
found room. This accounts for the appearance of the firſt 
ſheet of it in 1791; and for the publication of the laſt, not 
till 1795—the date which is in the title page. Several Mini- 
ſters who were alive when the firſt ſheet came out died befor 
the laſt Was pn SOS | 


- 


reminded of the 


' AN 
ADDRESS 


TO THE READER. 


Tax Hiſtory of the Baptiſt churches in Wales was pub 
in Welſh in 1778. There was a motion made to the Author to un- 
dertake it neat 30 years before. He then had very little idea of it, 
Not long after, it occaſionally engaged his attention, About 1752, 
he began to pick up a few hints, as they fell in his way. In 1754, 
he removed to Leominſter; in Herefordſhire. Thus leaving the 
N pop he almoſt gave up every thought of the ſubject; but 
judged it proper to put the 2. fragments he had obtained into 
ſame order, and then ſend them into Wales to be circulated and 
improved in the beſt manner they conld. He did ſo. One looked 
over them and faid, he could add nothing: another did the ſame. 
The Anthor being at the Aſſociation in Wales, in 1770, was 
Hitory. He related what he had done, and was 
urged to reſume the work. He made a kind of a promiſe to do 
ſo if no body elſe would undertake it. | 
About that time Mr. Thompſon of London was collecting a 
brief account of the Diſſenters of the three denominations through 
England and Wales. A letter was ſent to the Author at Leo- 
minſter on the ſubject, which induced him to ſet about this 1 
ſuſpended article. His mind bent to it with a degree of reſolu- 
tion, he thought—he recollected- - wrote letters, and in ſhort, - 
did all that his confined fituation, pong four or five times a 
week, and teaching a ſchool, would admit. In 1776, he took a 
ſhort tour through South Wales. He made the Afociation in his 
round; was from home about fix weeks, and collected materials. 
On his return peruſing his papers, deficiencies ſoon appeared. He 
wrote to one place and another for additions and explanations, . 
cloſely purſuing the buſineſs, In the ſpring 1777, a few advertiſe. 


ments were printed off, and circulated among the churches, in- 


forming them of the ſtate of the work, and defiring them to conſult 
among themſelves whether it ſho ld be proſecuted or dropped; 


and to give him their opinion at the Aſſociation, — 


found that every church wiſhed to have the Hiſtory printe 

number agreed to be taken amounted to about 800, and 18. 4 

book ſubſcription money was paid, and 1200 were printed. 
In a ſhort Epiſtle to the Reader, the Author obſerved, that as 


the work was the firſt eſſay upon an obſcure ſubject, no body 
could well expect it to be perfect; but that if any miſtakes wegs 
—_— 


+ 


diſcovered he would gratefully receive information. When the ; 


Book was circulated, remarks were made, ſome right, and ſome _ 
| 4 3 | wrong 3 


| 1 


| KS | 

" _ ADDRESS FO- THE READER, 

wrong; ſome in a «friendly way, others not quite ſo ; but the 
Writer availed himſelf all he could of Every information, not re- 
garding whether it came from a frignd or a foe. In about twenty 
months 18 pages of - A#denda and Carrigenda were printed off, of 
the ſame fize as the book, and citculated gratis, that thoſe who + 
thoſe it might bind them with the book. Thus far the Writer 
#id whit be coull. | 

In 1781, Mr. Backus's Church Hiſtory of New England, fell 


Into his hands. There he found an account of Ilſton church, near 
Swanſea, of which he had no hint before, but what appeared in an 


eld book of chureh records in Abergavenny. By the New England 


iltory, it appeared, that a neat charch-book had been carried 
from Ilſton to America, containing a particular account of the 
Baptiſt churches in Wales, about the year 1650, and that the 
book was ſtill in being. It is eaſy to conceive, that the Author 
df the Welih Hiſtory much wiſhed to ſee that book. But the Ame- 


Fican'war, and a number of other hindrances, ſeemed to render 


it impoſſible, He wrote to Mr. Backus in 1783. He very ſoon, 
and very obligingly anſwered, and wrote large Extracts out of 
It, of what he Judged -moſt to the purpoſe, ſe caſt conſider-/ 
able light upon what was before impenetrably dark. In Page 5, 
of the Hiſtory, thoſe Extracts are referred to. They came in 17844 

nd now it was ſtrongly concluded, that, on this ſubje&, there was 

ill more light to be derived from the Ilſton book, than could be 
had any where elſe upon earth. Impelled by hope, ſeveral queries 
more were framed, and a ſecond application made in 1785. But 


For three years no anſwer came. The Author had mentioned 


in the Welſh Hiſtory, his deſign to draw up a ſhort account of 
the Welſh Aſſociation, if life and health continued. He was not 
willing to ſet about it till the ſecond Extracts arrived. In 1788, 
de wrote again. Age coming on, a Baptiſt Regiſter being like 
to appear, and other things conſpiring, the Writer ſet about 24g 
£1iftory of the Aſſociation, without the advantage of the ſecond Ex- 
2 He figiſhed it and ſent the Manuſcript to London for the 
egiſter. But ſtill lamented the diſappointment of further intel · 
nce, which he was confident might be had in the book. One 
eet was printed in the ſecond Number of that work, Aug. 1791. 
This happened to be the very part which chiefly wanted che ad- 
ditional information. In that year Dr. Rippon writing to Mr. 
Backus obligingly mentioned the diſappointment. Mr. Backus 
Was ſtruck, and replied, that the letters of 1785 and 1788 had 
duly come to hand, and that he had ſent large Extracts, and a 
long letter in 1787; but ſays, he never could learn whether they 
were received or not, till Brother Rippon's letter came in Octo- 
ber 1791. He took the firſt opportunity and made large extracts 
containing ſixty- four quarto pages: and his letter ſays, I got 
the book, and now ſend you all the light I can get from thence, 
about the hiſtory of your country.“ Vet before it came, à ſe- 
$ond ſheet of the Hiſtory of the Aſſociation was printed off, in 


the Regiſter, ſo that it was impoſſible to miſtakes but by 
ſome ſuch addreſs as this. And theſe are the chiefreaſons 5. 

There were two circumſtances that oecaſioned ſome Tilflakes, 
which muſt have remained for ever, in all probability, had ng 
the ſecond Extracts arrived to rectify them. One Franks | | 
thus.. About 1752, the Writer found ſome old looſe papers at 
Abergavenny, out of which he tranſcribed what appeared to his 
purpoſe. But there happened a miſtake of a ſingle letter either 
in the original Writer, or the Tranſcriber. The pun word 
Was Llanaram, and it was tranſcribed Llaua van. The _— 
well knew a place of the latter name near Builth, in Breck . 
ſhire, and that there were Baptiſts there about the year 1650, but 
had not the leaſt idea of a place of the former name in the w 
world; ſo the laſt was taken to be right without any heſitation, - 
and It was printed thus thro* the Welſh Hiſtory and throf moſt 
of the Engliſh Hiſtory of the Aſſociation, Bur what was aid of + 
the Baprilts in Llanavan remains true, yet there are Jome little 
miſtakes in connexions. The ſecond Extracts ſhew plainly, that 
there was a place called Llanaran, there written Llanharan. Hence 
- the Author wrote to a friend in Monmouthſhire, defiring him 
to enquire whether there be a place of the name in that coun» 
ty, or in Glamorganſhire. Hg was informed, that Llankares, . 
or properly Llanaran, is about three miles from the town of 
Llantriſaint, in the county of Glamorgan. Thus the difficulty 
was quite cleared up. ; 

The ſecond miſtake was about the town of Llaxtriſaint, juſt 
now mentioned. There is a pariſh of the ſame name in Mon- 
mouthſhire. The Writer .knew very well that there had been 
Baptiſts that way ever ſince 1640, but never had heard of any 
in the former place. Yet the ſecond Extracts evidently: prove, 
that the ſame church which was formed at Llanaras in 1050 
met ſoon after in the town of Llantriſaint. But before that in- 
formation came, the place in Glamorganſhire was taken for that 
in Monmouchſhire. All this is no great injury to the real | 
Hiſtory,. as what is ſaid of the Baptiſts in Monmouthſhire ſtill 
remains true. Yet, as better light came, and as it yum 
God to continue life and health, the Writer thinks it a — 
N the public and himſelf to give the reaſons of the miſtakes, 

nd to confeſs and rectify them with his own hand. He likewiſe 

| has written out, in Englifþ, the hiſtory of the churehes concerned, 
and affected in the firſt and ſecond Extracts, and tranſeribed tho 
ſubſtance of the two Extracts, in their proper places. That hiſtory 
may not be printed in the Author's life time, yet he is glad that 
the ExtraQts are diſtributed to the beſt advantage he was capt» 
ble of, that Mr, Backus's labour of love may not be in _ | 
: F514 1 
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dxXPLANATIONS AND ADDITIONS, 
(WITH ERRORS OF THE PRESS RECTIFIED,) 


Made from Second Extras ſent by the Rev. Ms. Bacxvs of 
Middleborough, after part of this Hiſtory was printed. 


/ . 


Page 4, line 7, &c. from the bottom, for © a petition was ſent to the 
King ſhewing, humbly and truly, by many reſpectable perſons to the 
King and Parliament,” read, „it was humbly and truly preſented in a 
petition, by many reſpectable perſons, to the King and Parliament.“ 

P,s, J. 17. for Mr. P. r. Mr. Powell. | 

P. 6, J. 4. dele very probably. | 
8 7. aſter 1650, r. or rather about the middle of the 12th month 

9. 

—— rr, for Llanafan, . Llanaran, and dele pronounced Llanavan. 

1. 13, 31, for Llanafan, r. Llanaran. 2 

P. 6. after l. x1, r. thus, out of Mr: Backus's extracts, . Theſe three 
churches being thus ſettled, the Lord's goodneſs is ſtill extended to us, 
infomuch that they are very much increaſed, both with gifts and 
members to the praiſe of his great name: and being thus ſettled 
through grace, they bethought themſelves how to carry on the work in 
Wales; and therefore mutually agreed, that upon the 6th and 7th days 
of the gth month, they would have a general meeting at liſton, of the 
members of each church. So accordingly it was performed.“ This para- 
Daph will explain page 7, three firſt lines. Acd further,“ A church 


was conſtituted at Carmarthen on the 22d of the rith month 1650.“ 


The ſecond extracts give no exact date when any church was formed but 
this: yet it is plain enough, that Iiton, Hay, and Llanaran were formed 


| beture Carmarthen. 


P. 7, J. 17, for Llanafan, . Llanaran. 

Ibid. J. 22, for three Months, r. four Months. 

A0, add, the ſecond Extracts ment ion, that at a meeting on the 
aGth of the 5th month, 1651, reference was had to a general meeting 
at Llanaran as then paſt. But the Extracts contain no full account of 
any other general meetings, though they give hints of a few. It does 
not appear that the minutes in 1650 and 1651 were ſigned by the Aſſo» 
citation. = 

P. 8. J. 14, for Monmouthſhire, . Glamorganihire. And there de/e 
% and was,” with the two lines 15, 16. Then add, © It ſeems they found 
a more convenient place at Llantriſaint than at Llanaran, as the latter 
occurs no more.“ | 

P. 8, all, from line 16 to the bottom, but the two laſt lines, is the 
efte& of the miſtake about Llanafan. But the narrative there is true, 
pnderſtyod of Llanafan in Brecknockſhire. Now it appears plain enough 
by the ſecond Extracts, that Llanafan was not in connexion with the 


* Allociation in the time of the Commonwealth; nor is there any hint ef 


that church in the narratives of the London Aſſemblies of 1689, &c. 

And to the Note in that page, add, There are two more of the family 
in the minittry, Mr. John Evans, a General Baptiſt in London, and Mf. 
James Jarman, a Conformiſt in the Eſtabliſhment. | 

P. 15, J. 25, by the ſecond Extracts, and the letter ſent with them, is 
does not appear that any account is recorded in Ilſton book of the Hay 
Meeting, nor much inſerted of any thing after 1653, except ſome letters, 
and their own church affairs. Not a word; it ſeems, of the General 
Mceting at Aberafon, a branch of their own church, nor of the meetings 
* Llautiilaint aud Breckuocks 

6 . 17, 


EXPLANATIONS AND ADDITIONS, 2 


p. 17, &c, Names ſeveral miniſters in Wales. The following, 

ene or two who died before the Reſtoration, are ſuppoſed to have fini 

their courſe during the perſecutions from 1660 tg 1688. Meiſrs. Vavar 
Powell, Jenkin Jones, Henry Williams, John Myles, Hugh Evans, Any 
thony Harry, Morgan Jones, Morgan Jones, Thomas Proud, Thomas 
Joſeph, Thomas Jones, Howel Thomas, Walter Proſſer, William Tho- 
mas, David Davis, Howel Vaughan. Several more axe mentioned im 
the ſecond Extracts, as very uſeful helps; particularly Evan Llewelyn 
and David Thomas. Evan Bowen of Llanafan alſo was a noted mini- 
ſter. Dr. Walker ſays he had 4000 ſouls under his care: his large pa- 
riſh is meant. The following worthies ſurvived the grievous perſecu» *<* 
tions; Meſſrs. Chriſtopher Price, Thomas Watkins, William Prichard, 
Lewis Thomas, Robert Morgan, Griffith Hawells, William Jones, Tho- 

. mas Quarrell, Thomas Eyans, Henry Gregory, Francis Giles, Thomas 
David Rees, Thomas Parry, John Edwards, William Milman, Robert 
Morgan, &c. It is probable that moſt of theſe had begun to preach be- 
fore 1660, but they lived till the year 1688, and ſeveral of them long after. 

A conſiderable number of excellent men entered upon the miniſtry bef 
the perſecution ended at the Revolution, as Meſſrs. James James, Geurge 
far Samuel Jones, John Jenkins, Nathaniel Morgan, Evan David, 
ichard Williams, Joſeph Price, &c. Here are ahove forty minifters af 
the (of we denomination in the Principality before 1683, moſt of chem 


men of worth and note in their day. 

P. 18, / 35, By the ſecond extracts, we learn that Lewis Thomas wa 
'þaptized in 16 fo, and was a ſtated minifter in 1657. 

P. 20, J. 17, dele all of it after Kelligar, and all line 18 whally. 

Ibid. /. 30, add Thomas Evans. . 

P. 21, J. 31, Francis Giles is put wrong in the printed narrative of the 

London Aſſembly of 1689. He ſhould have been inſerted there for Llan- 
wenarth, and Robert Morgan for Swanſea, The latter then complained 
of that error in a letter to London, which was ſeen by the Writer of 
this hiſtory. Thus there were ſeyen meſſengers from Wales at the Lon- 
don Afﬀembly that year, f | 

| Ibid. J. 35, for thirty-eight, r. thirty-ſeven. 

P. 22, /. 9. after met, put a ſemicolon, Llantriſaint is the name of the 
place in Monmouthſhire, The church there at that time met in thres 
different places, Llangwm, Llantriſaint, and Abergavenny, 

P. 23, J. 18, for church r. churches. 

Ibid. /. 35, Kc. The arrangement of the churches here is not quite c- 
curate, it would be better thus; Ilſton, then called Swanſea ; Hay, re- 

uming the old name Olchon; Craig-yr-allt inſtead of Llantriſaint, and 
naran, Glamorganſhire; Llanwenarth inſtead of the former Aber- 
avenny ; Carmarthen broke up, and the remaining members joined to 
the Carmarthenſhire part of Swanſea church; Llanfaches in Monmouth 
ſhire, was formed in 1639, but was a mixture of Baptiſts and Independ- 
ents, therefore not in the affociation of 1651, Kc. But ſometime after 
the Baptiſt part formed a ſociety by themſelves, and met to worthip in 
the three places above named. The names of the churches in 169e 
Rood thus; Swanſea, Olchon, Craig-yr-allt, Llanwenarth, and Llangwm, 
five, as in 1655: but the names all changed. Carmarthen was diſſolved, 
and Llangwm brought in; the church weſt of Carmarthen met in thres 

— that made the number fix. But Blaenau was a branch of 'Llan- 

wenarth, yet fo diſtant that it was called a church, though not then 

. incorporated. up ſent a ſeparate letter to London in 1690. 

And in a letter of that year, ſent by Mr. Robert Morgan to London, he 

fays, they were then ſeven churches in the connexion, which are t6 bs 
inderſtood in the above order, not yet reckoning Llanafan and Radnor. 
Ibid. J. 43, for 1687, r. 1689, and J. 46, for M. r. Mr. » 
N. B. The paragraph at the foot of page 23, and at the top of p. 2 
is true in fact, with this exception, that the church never had bean 


Wn the Aſſociation, ſo had never left it. —_y 
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any ſix, but there ſhould have been ſeven miniſters inſerted 


viii EXPLANATIONS. AND ADDITIONS. 
mint ſociety, and had. been long ſo. The ſeventh church was numbered as 
e, and omitting Radnor as in that paragra 
P. 24, JI. 32, The narrative of the London A embly y, of 168 e. 
ales, 

a5 already noted, and five in 2692. 

P..25, /: 22, for many, r. ſeveral. 

P. 29, J. 9, "underfland Llaniriſaint here in connexion with Llangwm, 
and ſo in any following place where Llantriſaint may occur, In this pa 
and the preceding, we have the firſt proper account of Llanafan 414 


Radnor } joining the connexion. 
P. 3 » 1. 30, for Thomas David, . Thomas David Rees ; of wham ſes 


* 32, J. 36, after country, 7. % Mr. David Davis, born in the pariſh of 


Whitehuch, an 1 Pembroke, 1708; went to America, 1710, 


took the care of Welſh Tract May 27th, 1748, and continued it till he 
died in 1769, 


s 33, J. 9, from the bottom; for Landils . Landilo. 
F. 341 J. 39, after forty, r. three. Mr. Rees was paſtor at Limehonls 


In 3-05, 


jo of 4 Blaenau, 7. and Mr. Joſhua James of Abergavenny. 
Ibid. 1. Ta 8 r. fiance e ution in 1688. , * 
P. 48, J. 35, after had deen in this a r. and much encouraged t = 
i® the Principality. 
Ibid. J. 36, after little, r. public. 
P. 50, J. 12, from the bottom, dele a comma before Richard, 
P. 55, J. a, dele after. | I] Al 58 
P. 66, J. 33, for vi. r. iii 
pO 7 Ker. Mok nies of Chard, fays, that Mr. William u 
1.2 v. Mr. Rowles . at» 
Kins aa by ORober 1767. 
P. 64, J. tn, from the bottom, obſerue, Mr. Walk in Edwards died in 


| 2794 which was after the capy of that ſheet was written. There are other 


ances in this Tract in which a ſimilar remark ſhould, be made. 
Ibid. J. 10, from the bottom, remark, Mr. Rowles fays, that Mr. Peter 
Evans died in 1772. 
P. 65, J. 1, n . formed, and for of, . in, and the ſame after 


Vſk, in the ſa me, 
4bid. /. . a comma, or ſemicolon after place; nm. 


P. 67, J. 12, fer Carleon, r. Caer leon. 
© 68, J. 28, for the chareþ, r. the Meeting-houſe' 7. 
bg... 735 J. 10, for Gabriel, „ George. 

P, 27 A 1 1 A 22 Chapel - — + 7. 2 Mis. 
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HAT there were Baptiftsin Exg/and, in the days . the 
. Eighth and before, needs not be proved now : but the fury 
of chtion was ſo great in thoſe times, that had they att 
to form a regular Goſpel Church, it muſt have been done without 
any proſpect of-its continuance. Therefore this denomination was 
rally included among thoſe called Puritan; and Nonconformifs, 
t our preſent concern is chiefly with the Principality of Wakes, 
It is fuppoſed from citcumftances, that a ſmall Baptiſt Church 
was formed at Olcbon, about 1633. If there ever were any writ · 
ten accounts of its regular conſtitution, it ſeems they are irreco- 
verably loſt, like many more valuable papers of thoſe times: Mr. 
Hewell Vaughan, was the minifter there; it is probable he preach- 
ed moſtly among his own ſmall congregation, and not much 


abroad. After r inveſtigations of this ſubjeR, it appears 
that Mr. Wroth, of 5 (pronounced Llarvachet) 
in Moxmouthfbire, was the firſt Nonconformift miniſter in the Prin- 


eĩpality. It is ſuppoſed he began to preach the Goſpel, in a very 
* way from the common clergy, about 1620, or ſoon after. 
While he thus preached, and his fame was ſpreading round the 
country, Me. Walter Cradick, a young man of a reputable family 
in that vicinity, then at Oxford and defigned for the miniftry, 
coming bome to ſee his friends, and hearing of this remarkable 
preacher, had the curiofity to 85 himſelf to hear him. The 
conſequence was, that he was fully convinced that Mr. Ws 
preaching was right. Not long after, Mr. Cratbck began to 
preach * Goſpel himſelf, with life and concern for the ſalva- 
tion of his hearers. Mr. Wodd, in his Aub. Oxon ; fays, Vol. II. 
Col. 195. Ed. 2. Mr. William Erbary, became ſtudent at Ouftrs: 
in 1619, © took one degree in arts, retired into Wales, took holy 
orders, and was there beneficed.” But further ſays, ** that he 
reached th conventicles, and refuſing to read the King's decla- 
ration for paſtimes after divine ſervice on the Lord's-day , he was 
ſummoned divers times to the high commiſſion court at Lambeth, 
where he ſuffered for his obſtinacy. He then cites a paſſagt 
out of L Annual Account „ for the Year 1634, 
| 2 page 


— 


D A HISTORY OF THE 


| page 533, Which runs thus, © Landaff Dioceſe : The Biſhop of 
J anda f certifies, that this year (1634) he viſited his Dioceſe, and 
found that V. Erbury, Vicar of St. Mary's i Carat, and Walter 
1 Cradeck his Curate, hate been very diſobedient to his Majeſty's 
inſtrutions, and have preached very — and danger- 
ouſly to the people. For this he hath given the Vicar a judicial 
admonition, and will further proceed if he do not ſubmit. As 
for his Curate Walter Cradocl, being a bold, ignorant, young 
fellow, he hathJuſpended him, and taken away his licence, whic 
he had to ſerve the Cure.” 2 
Mr. Neale, in his 74 — of the. Puritans, Vol. II. Page 253, 
275, ſays, that Wroth, and Erbury, were cited and ſum- 
moned to Londer, and there condemned as the chief renders of 
the church in Wales. He fays this was done in 1633, and 1635, 
Thus it appears how the Rector, Vicar, and Curate, were perſe- 
cuted by Laud's influence and approbation, while they were in 
 theeſtabliſhment, and one of the chief crimes laid to their charge 
was, reſuſing to rcad the -geclatation for the book of ſports on 
ih the Lord's-day. Being thus harrafſed and troubled, it may be 
{M truly ſaid, that they were compelled to leave the Eſtabliſhment. in 
|, order to enjoy the liberty of e the Goſpel in its native 
| ſimplicity. 80 they went through the country and preached 
1 where they could, in the cnurches or out, az it happened here 
| i] they had — there they preached. It does not ap 
at . Me. Vith went far; he had a gathered church conſtituted in the 
' | pariſh of Llanfaches, in 1639. Some ſay that My. Erbury was 
conſiderable itinerant in Valens. But the chief of the three was 
! Me. Cradock, he was the youngeſt, and at that time in his vi 
At and ſtrength.— He preached through Saxth and North Wales with 
14 no ſinall acceptance and ſucceſs. The author of thefe papers 
| | recollects that when he was young, between the years 17 30 and 
| i} 1740, the aged people among the Diſſenters talked much of 
| il Malter Cradack. Not long after My. Cradoct, My. VLavaſor Powell, 
It another young clergyman, began to preach in the ſame itinerant 
| 0 way : being a popular miniſter, he was ſoon perſecuted with no 
| {mall ſeverity. He was a native of Raduorſbire. Theſe two were 
if Vniverſity men and able hers, and were very laborious 
through the Principality. 'The former was in ſentiment an In- 
| dependent, and the latter a Baptiſt, : Ac +" 
| As yet the people in Wales knew little. of ſpiritual things. MF. 
. V. Poavell, in his Brief Narrative, prefixed to his Bird in the 
| | Cage, ſays, That about 1641, the profeſſors of religion. were 
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| very few in Malis, except in the corners of two or three counties; 
| N Th and that about that time a petition was ſent to the King ſbewing, 
vil humbly and truly, by many reſpectable perſons, to the King and 

| Parliament, that, upon diligent ſearch, there were ſcarcely to be 

| found as many conſcientious reſident preachers,. as there were 
39 counties, in Val: and that the few who were there, were 
1 either ſilenced or wuch perſecuted. Soon after: that, the war 
broke out, and the country was left, not only without relief, 1 


— * 


” - 


WELSH. ASSOCIATION, &c. 1649. 5 


- the few preachers and profeſſors in it, were obliged to flee and 


uit their habitatiogs. Their property was taken away by vio- 
lence, and their wives and children reduced to great ſtraits. 
This was the ſtate of the Principality in thoſe afflictive years. It 
was above fifty years before, that Mr. John Peum, a native of 
Wales, and a- Baptiſt, publiſhed two Tracts, one to the parhia- 
ment, and the other to the governors and people of Fats, la- 
menting the ignorance of the people, and how deſtitute they were 
of the means of truce knowledge. That very year in which he 
publiſhed thoſe tracts, the firſt * e Bible that ever was printed, 


came out in folio, for the churches, The firſt octavo Bible for 


the public, came out in 1630, ſo it was no great wonder that the 
common 2 were nearly as ignorant in 1641, as they were in 
1588, when Me. Penry publiſhed his books. But through all 
the troubles of thoſe days, wars and all, Cradoct and Poxvell, with 
a few inferiors, exerted themſelves,much, and the knowledge of 
the Goſpel greatly increaſed. Though Mr. P. was obliged, by 
the violence of perſecution, to quit the country for a time, yet he 
returned as ſoon as things would admit. He had then a teſtimo- 
nial certificate from London to Wales, ſigned by eighteen leadin 
miniſters, moſt or all of them Independents or Preſbyterians, da 
the 11th of September 1646, as related in his life, Though 
Powell and Cradeck differed in the article of Baptiſm, yet in 
doctrine and diſcipline they * heartily in the general, and ſet 


up free open communion in 5, maintaining the in 


of churches. They both agreed in affection, and exerted them- 


ſelves much in behalf of their countrymen; and their labor was 
not in vain in the Lord. Now the light of the Goſpel ſhone ſo. 
clearly among the people of the country, that have never 
fince Sm ſo dark as they had been long before. us the peo- 

le were united together in a mixed communion conſiſting of 


ſcat 


ieved was the cafe. , 5 
The firft Baptiſt Church in Wales, after the reformation, was 


formed at //fon, near Swanſea in Glamerganſtire, in 1649, Which 


was leſs than twenty years after the Bible came among the com- 
mon people in-their own language. But we had.no account of the 


formation of this Church, till it was given in N the Rev., | 


Mr. Ifaac Backus, in his Hiſtory of New England. re we find 
that Mr John Myles the Paſtor of /fex, left his native country when 


perſecution ſo raged here, and took the Church Book with him + 


to New England, where it is.to this day. After that hiſtory 
came out, My. Backus, being requeſted to procure à copy of get. 
tain parts of Mr. Myles records, was ſo very * as to ſend 
large extracts, written carefully with his own hand. "Thoſe | 
* have been very uſeful, as will appear below. 

J 


Mr. 
47 7 Baptiſts 


zdobaptiſts and Baptiſts, Though many of the latter were 
581 thraugh the country in a few years, there were no 
proper Baptiſt Churches, except Olchon was ſo, which it is be- 


les ſeems to have been the firſt Baptiſt Miniſter in Malls, 
who defended and maintained unmixed communion among the 


£ 


NE. A HISTORY OF THE SY 


—_— in the Principality, in a public, open way; (Olchon mis 
niſter, of the ſame ſentiment and practice, was a man little known 
abroad.) After the Ifen church was conſtituted, Mr. Myles was 


very active in other places. Very probably his Church Book 


ives a more 8 account of the formation of other churches 
oon after. From the extracts, we may conclude that the Hay 
church, including Olchox, was formed in 1650, as ſeveral were bap- 


tized in that year at Llanigon and the Hay; it is probable that they 
all and Olebon, made one church formed anew, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Myles, There were alſo baptized Brethren, then 

at Llanafan, pronounced Llanawvan : more of thoſe things follow. 


The above mentioned extracts ſhew, ** That members of the two 


churches of the Hay and Llanafarn aſſembled at 1//on the ſixth and 


ſeventh days of the ninth month 1650, who were ſent thither by 


the ſaid churches to the Brethren at fon, to conſult concerning 
\ ſuch buſineſs as was then by God's aſſiſtance determined and ex- 


preſſed as follows. YE 
„The Brethren, previouſly weighing the great ſcarcity of 
miniſters that will ſoundly hold forth the word of truth in Caer. 


marthen/hire, and the ſeaſonable opportunity now afforded by the 
Providence of God for the propagation of truth in thoſe parts, 


do judge that brother David Dauir ſhall henceforth endeavour 
to preach two firſt days of every two months at Cacrmartben 
town, or thereabout : and that brother Myles ſhall preach that 
_ one firſt day in every two months ; and that brother Proſſer 
ſhall preach. there one firſt day in every two months; and theſe 
Brethren are deſired: to canfult and agree among themſelves, 


when it may be moſt convenient for any one of them to be 


there. And 


Upon the like ſerious eonfideration of the preſent condition oſ 


. our Brethren at Llanufan, it is by the Brethren here judged con- 


venient, that a conſtant meeting he there kept by the chagches- * 


until the Lord ſhall raiſe up more able men among themſelves, 
and that brother David Davis be deſired to be there prefent as 
often as he poſſibly can; but that when he is neceſſitated to he at 
Carrmarthen, then our Brethren of the Hay are defired to take 
care to fend, either brother Profſer or brother Thomas Watkins, or 
ſome other whom they ſhall judge convenient.” 

At the ſame time it was further agreed, ©* That theſe miniſters 
ſhould be aſſiſted by the churches and contributions made for 
that purpoſe. For that year it was ſettled, that each of the three 
churches ſhould collect ten pounds among themſelves, in the 
whole thirty pounds, and a Brother in each church was there 
named to take care of that contribution ; the firſt colleRion to 


* 
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The extracts give no hint, when or by whom this meeting was 
appointed, and poſſibly the records ſay nothing of that. But it 
is natural to conclude there were ſome previous conſultations. 
about it. In theſe few articles we ſee the very effence and fpirit - 
of the n Aſſociations in Wales and England ever ſince. The 
noble deſign was to aſſiſt each other, and to propagate the truth. 
We have no account who ſigned theſe articles, perhaps none 
then ſigned. Here we find three Baptift churches formed in 16 
and 1650, and uniting in this friendly connection for 88 
comfort and edification. It is at preſent doubtful whether there 
was at that time any Aſſociation in England, except the ſeven 
churches in and about Lenden, who printed the. confeflion of 
1643. Be that as it may, it is certain that this was the begin- 
ning of general meetings in Wales. The appointment of 
other meeting at this time is not mentioned ig the extracts, 775 
probably it was done. For they ſay, ** The four churches of 
Ion. Hay, F and Caermarthen met at Cgermaribes the 
Ane the firſt month 1651, and appointed ſome meetings 
to he at Gelligar. Queſtions concerning ſinging pſalms and lay- 
ing on of hands were propoſed to be conſidered by the churches.” 
Here is a ſecond general meeting, conſiſting of meſſengers from 
four churches. There were not much more than three nth, 
between- theſe egy the ſtate of the churches . 5 
quent conſultations. Here we hund Caermerthen added as a fourth 
c 2. e 15 ſultin 85 future * $3 
Gelliedr, this is the nage 1 n or re, but hear 
the Borders of Mormnnchfhire. The abſtrafts e , David 
Davis of Gelligar among thoſe added to Ifen church. From 
the firſt of the eighth Logo 1649, - rs ſixteenth of the ſame 
month 1650. Valter on the Suffering of the Clergy, rr. 
2. page 225 ſays, That Mr. D. Dawis 4 to be "ts, 
miniſter of the pariſh of Lalligar (this ſpelling is adopted by ſe· 
veral, and may well be uſed, as it is more 3 in Exel) upon 
certain conditions, by thepariſhioners, about 645. ait fel 
he was the miniſter of that pariſh when he gave himſelf up as & 
member at IH,: probably he was baptized when and where he 
fo gave himſelf a member. The extracts give no information 
how the above queries were anſwered, nor whether ſigned at that 
meeting, nor when the next was to be, not any thing of that 
nature through the remaining part of 1651 and the whole of 1652, 

By looſe papers ſeen at Abergavenny about 1752, it appears 
that in 1651, the churches in Wales ſent a letter to the Bg tiſt 
church, meeting at the G/a/1-houſe, Broad-ftrext, in Land, giv- 
ing an account of their ſtate, how they, inzreaſed and fpread ; and 
requeſting advice as to the forming of new churches. The 227 I 
ſwer from London then partly tranſcribed' is to tis effech. Re. 
garding the diſtance of your habitations, we adviſe, if God hath 
endowed you with gifts, | whereby you may edify one another, 
and keep up the order and miniſtry of the church of: Chriſt, you. 
may divide into mote particular congregations, hat with mutual 
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ir conſent ; and if there be among you thoſe, whq can in ſome 
in meaſure' take the overſight of you in the Lord, but not elfe.”* 
"y Then ĩt procecds to ſhew and direct them how they might go on 
it to edification. It is ſigned by William Conſet, William Combey, 

't William Chaſſty, Samuel Tull, Edward Green, Jeſepb Staffurd, 
| | Robert Cherry, Thomas Carter, John Milamay, &c. | ; 
| A church was formed at Abergaverny, in 1652, very probably 


w—_ — — 


in conſequence of the advice from London. 
The next meeting of which we have any account, was a 
general meeting of the Elders and others, Meſſengers of the, 
ſeveral churches of Hifton, Hay, Llantriſaint, Caermarthen, and 
Abergavenm, holden at Abergavenny the fourteenth and fifteenth 
of the fifth month, 1653. How Llantriſaint occurs, which we 
had no account of before. This is in Monmouth/bire, and way 
formed very probably in 1651 or 1652, after the letter of advice 
was ſent from London. 
But we have no more account of the church of L/anafarn in 
| thoſe general meetings for many years. The reaſon of that 
ſilence it is likely may be collected from what follows. Dr, 
Walker, in his Attempt on the Sufferings of the Clergy, Part 1. 
160, &c. notes, That in the time of the civil war, Wil- 
liam Williams, M. A. who ſerved this large pariſh, was, for ſome. 
elinquency, ejected by the commiſſioners, who ordered Mr. 
Evan Boren to preach. in his place at Llanafan.” This Mr Boxwen 
was aBaptiſt. Ihe Doctor ſneers at him ſufficiently ; yet confeſſes 
that he had been an itinerant, and received a ſalary on that ac-. 
count: from this it may be preſumed, that he was an acceptable 
miniſter. In the ſame pariſh Mr, Thomas Evans was another very 
acceptable preacher: he alſo was a Baptiſt, and a race of very able 
miniſters eſcended from him. His two ſons, Caleb and Jobn, 
were worthy miniſters in that place; the former in great renown: 
the late venerable Hugh Evans, M. A. was his ſon, and the preſent 
truly reverend Dr. Caleb Evan: is his grandſon, and of the fourth 
eneration of very reſpectable miniſters; the two laſt have been 
Ficceſsful paſtors of the reputable Baptiſt church at Broadmead, 
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 Briftol*. Mr. T. Evans had his commiſſion to preach, a copy of 
, which is yet preſerved, it is dated 16th of May 1653. 

— Having now ſuch able miniſters in the pariſh, and being ſo far 
from the other churches, it ſeems they reſted at home; we hear no 
more of them in any aſſociation with the other churches till the 
commencement of this century. They are not mentioned in 
any of the printed narratives of the general aſſemblies in London, 

. 1689, &c. WR | 54S 
$8 Now let us return to the general meeting at Abergaveany, 
1 conſiſting of the meſſengers of five churches. Ihe firſ article in 


. 
| 
| ® . Befides the four, and Mr. Jobn Evans, above named, there. were and are 


8 four more of the fame+ſtock in the minifiry. Mr. Jobs Evan, the preſent 
paſtor at Pentre, the ſame church ſtill, is a grandſon to the above Mr. 7, Koons, 

and is the laſt Evens of the ſtock in that country, though there is a numerous 

Hue by females. 4 


the 
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where they met. The advice, we may be ſure, was firſt defired, 


_ difſtin&t ſociety, whereby the church is much diſturbed and 


. ſuch as are or ſhall be choſen Elders among them: that alſo, if 
they can, they chuſe Deacons in the ſeveral parts of the church.“ 
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the minutes relates to ſettling ſeveral things in the new chore 


and then readily given; . | Yo 9 

The ſecond article runs thus: We conſidered the condition 
of the church at the Hay, and upon ſeveral complaints made againſt 
ſeveral diſorderly perſons, formerly noted who ſought to rent 
the church, and as is conceived, to ſet up themſelves as * 


unſettled, which may tend to the diſhonour of God and the grief 
of brethren, and the hindrance of the work of God in the world; 
it was therefore ordered and concluded, 


* 1, That a letter be ſent-to the diſorderly brethren, exhorting 
them to conſider from whence they are fallen, and their preſent 
practices, and to abſtain for the future from uttering raſh or 
{ſcandalous words of the churches, and from receiving into 
or keeping in their fellowſhip, ſuch as are, or ſhall be, caſt out by 
the church, or any that ſhall irregularly come away from them ; 
and that they attend on the church miniſtry, not praftiſing in 
their private meetings any ſuch ordinances as are proper to, the 
church of Chriſt: and that in caſe they will not hearken to this 
our advice, we will at our next meeting, with one conſent, declare” 
againſt and diſown them: and withal we deſire, that they ſhould _ 
at our ſaid meeting give in their reaſons unto us, why they charge 
the church with ” ab and ſay what the diſorders are; where 
they ſhall be fully heard, and the buſineſs diſcuſſed and judged in 
the fear of the Lord, according to ſcripture and right reaſon.” * 

« 2, That a letter be ſent to the church at the Hay to adviſe 
them, if they have any fit members, to chuſe more Elders to rule 
or teach that church; and to adviſe them to ſubmit in the Lord to 


be third and fourth articles are two Queries and Anſwers. 
The fifth article is a conſultation and agreement how to ſup- 
y the Caermarthen church with the means of grace for the next 
alf year, and Brother William Thomas was appointed to bein or about 
that town ong week in three, for which ſervice he was to receive 
191, to defray his expences; and that church to raiſe 21, 10s. of 
it; Llantri/aint 71. 108. and In gl. and the Hay to aſſiſt Aber. 
avenny to fupport Brother William Prichard, who was ſhortly to 
ſent. forth. -, Wo s 38 23 * 
Then the concluſion runs thus: It is alſo ordered, that the, 
next general meeting be held at Aberafan in Glamorgamſbire, upon 
the ſeventh day of the ſeyenth month next. Laſt of all, it is de- 
fired that the fourth day come fortnight be ſet apart by all the 
churches, as a day of holy rejoicing and praiſe unto our tender 


Father, for anſwering the 71 of his 3 in giving peack 
1 - * 


to, and preſerving it e poor chure r his gracious 
appearance with us in this our meeting.” Then the whole f 
— by © John Myles, David Davis, Walter Profſer, William. 
Themas, Th.mas Proud, Thimas Joſeph, Howell Thomas, Lean Da- 


Viz. 
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ies, Stephen Brace, Howell Vaughan, Thomas Watkins, Charles 
Gar/on, Robert Hopkins, Thomas Edwards, Thomas Jones, Thomas 
Parry, Robert Morgan, Howell Watkins, Thomas Lewis, William 

| | Prichard, Anthony Harry, Richard Raſer, Thomas James, Francis 

1 — +” The laſt name is got legible, but ſuppoſed to be Gier. 

I! | Here we have twenty-four names. They were now come to a very 

1 regular order, and poſſibly they were more ſo before than we have 

1 yet found. The narratives of the two former meetings were taken 

No out of the American Extracts. And perhaps they were not full 

in the Records from' whence thoſe were taken. e account of 

| his meeting is much abridged in the abſtracts returned from Ame. 
| rica, though moſt of the names are inſerted, from which ir is ſup- 

If poſed that this was the firſt time the meſſengers figned the Bre- 

Its - riates. The perſons above named were not all miniſters, though 

M probably all meſſengers. Near half of them were in the miniſtry 

# - , then, or ſoon after, and more than half became aſſiſtants in the 
i miniſiry occafionally. , Some may ſuppoſe that this Aſſociation | 
4 aſſumed too much authority over the den of che Hay church. 


0 But the churches were al ut and circumſtances alter c 8 
11 1 : much. The nar rative of this meeting is taken from the Records 
if 


of Abergavenny church, where it was held. | 
9 Here it may be noted, that a new Baptiſt church being formed 
q at Abergavemy in 1652, and about fixty added to it the 2 year, 
f of a little more, according to their Records, it rather diſpleaſed 
ſome Pedobaptiſts that way. This reſpectable meeting ſoon made 
4 them more uncaſy. At length, both ſides agreed to have a publie 
| - diſpute upon the hes in Sz. Mary' church in that town, about 
. ſeyven weeks after the Aſſociation. The Ne were "John 
il Tombs, B. D. Vicar of Leominſter; H avghan, M. A. and 
Jobn Crage, M. 4. The former was for Believer's Baptiſm, the 
two latter for Infant Baptiſm. Mr. T. and Mr. F. diſputed firſt; 
then the former with Mr. Cragg. Afterwards they all publiſhed - 
HH on the ſubject. The title of Mr. C. publication is, The Ar- 
Iii | raignment and Conviction of Anabaptiſm.” Mr. Vi is not large. 

4 There is an Epiſtle Dedicatory 99"; wherein we have theſe 
words: Mr. Tombs for ſeveral months together, being impor- 
tuned by letters and meſſengers, came at length to water that 

it which Mr. Myles, and Mr Prefer, and others had planted.” Pro- 
1 bably this was the firſt public oppoſition of the kind to the Bap - 
1 tiſts in Wakes, | | | 4g 
6 We ſaw that by appointment, the next general meeting was to 

be held on the ſeventh day of the ſeventh month next. But the 

narrative of that meeting at Aberafon ſays, that it was kept on the 
firſt and ſecond days of the firſt month, 1654. It is in vain for us 

to inquire how that happened. At this meeting, as in former 

enes, the common deſign was the edification and comfort of the 
4 churches. To that end ſeveral queries were propoſed and reſolved. 
111 One query was this: What are the duties of each of the officers 
1 | | and 44 in the church?” It is then added, In order to the . 
| anſwering of this queſton it is defied that our Brethren, 2 | 
| 1 | Mylrs, 
N. 


* 
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Myles, David Davis, Malter Praſer, and Wi illian Prichard, do ſe 
verally conſider this thing, and certify in writing what they ſhall 


judge concerning it, at our next general | 
— 7 at 7/fon do ſpare 


nute runs thus: It is out deſire that the 
Brother Myles as often and as long as they may, to be among the 


churches of the Hay and Merge. q Hume ef 5 ſettling of 
ge fs mem- 


In another article ſupplies were agreed upon for the deſtitute 


them, and helping them to j 
bers among them.“ 


church at Caermarthen, one week in every four; and the ve 


ti mes fixed for ten or eleven months to come, in the fo wy 


order: Mags. William Prichard, William Thomas, Thomas Toſeph, 
J. Myles, Howell Thomas, D. Davis, F. Profſer, T homas Jones, 


Mas gan Fones, William Thomas, and J. Myles, again. Here are 


nine public miniſters, beſides MeffFr. T. Prond, T. Wathins, &c. 


in the four churches. 


In conſideration of the inability of the church at Aberg 
a that thols | 


to maintain their miniſter comfortably, it was deſired 
of the Hay and Llantriſaint would 
" The church at dbergavenny was adviſed “ to take heed of 


mixed communion with unbaptized perſons, ot any others walk- 


diſorderly.” | 
Finally. In conſideration of the uſefulneſs of the general meet- 


ings of the Elders and Meſſengers of the ſeveral churches, it was 
—_—_ that on the zoth of the ſeventh month next, there be a 
meeting at the town of L/axtyiſaint, and ſo every half — after, 
provided, that if there be any extraordinary occaſian, then, 

the deſfurg pf any of the churches, all the others are to ſend their 
meſſengers, to hold ſuch a meeting, when need requireth.” Then 


the whole is figped by ſeventeen names, moſt of them the ſame _ 
me 


as before, and ſome new ones; viz. Hugh Matthews, Griffith 
Griffith, James , and T homas ua. Aberafon was a branch 
of In church, which lay then very wide. „ 

the Records ſay, that the meeting at Llantriſaint was kept on 
the zoth and 3 iſt of the ſixth month, 1654, Some circumſtances 
2 it to be poor weeks be Ae time ap 3 

ere a was + concernin ing on o 8. 
The 2 refered to the next n—_ — the Brethren, 
7. Myles, D Davis, William Proſſer, M. Themas, and V. Prichard, 
appointed to draw up their judgment from Scyiptare therein, 
and the church at Caermgrthen (which propoſed it) was deſired, 


by admonition, &c. to prevent the ing among them. of my | 


thing concerning it, until that meeting be paſt.” viſion 


was made to continue the miniſtry there as before. N 
| by the church 
to the next meeting ; | 


A query concerning 22 was 

at Abegavenmy. 'T hat likewiſe was 

and the Brethren, J. Myles, D. Davis, and . Thomas deſired to 

itate the point ſeverally, according to Scri | 
Another query was, ** Whether the faſt days, as now 

ſhould: be continued?“ The anſwer was, It is jud 

appointed faſt days ſhall be continyed; for that it 18 che 

$9): i 


* 


1. 


tod, : 

„ that the 

agreement 
of 


* 


* 
- * 
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| ef the ckurches bf England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, and one 


* 


em to obſerve it; and for that, 


Promiſe to God and t 
things deſired are not yet attained.” 
At this meeting ſeveral articles were conſidered and ſettled, 
reſpecting the church at L/antrifaint ; of which one was, that it 
was ad viteable they ſhould divide into three parts, and a miniſtry 
foreach'part be ſupported for their edification ; and that their long 
Journies might be ſpared, &c. Here the anſwer was given to the 
query at the laſt meeting, . the ſeveral duties of officers 
and private members. The following is a copy thereof. | 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the head of the church, after 
he had by himſelf purged our fins, aſcended on high, gave gifts 
to his church, that each joint in the body might have its peculiar . 
gift, and that thereby unity, proce, and order, might be preſerved 
r the good of the whole. Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12, 15, 16. 
1. * He gave Apoftles, who planted the firſt churches, and laid 
down infallible rules of doctrine and diſeipline, which we are now 
to obferve, in the gathering and building up of churches. . Eph. ii. 
20, 21. : | es 
2. Prophets, who, by divine inſpiration, foretold things to 


moſt of the | 


eome; as John, &c. 


3+ ©* Evangeliſts, who were the publiſhers of the Goſpel to the 
world.“ * ; + #4% . -< 
4. Miracles.“ | N. 
5. Gifts of healing.“ of 9 
6. ** Diverſities of tongues, for the further publiſning and con- 
firmation of the Goſpel, by thofe primitive and extraordinary 
Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangelifts. Now all thoſe. offices and 
be were extraordinary, — therefore are now ceaſed; that 
ing effected whereto they were given, only the three firſt may 
be ſaid to remain in their writings; as Luke xvi. 29. and may 
be ſaid likewiſe ordinarily to continue, while there are, . 
1. ** Apoſtles or Meffengers ſent forth to gather churches out 
of the world. | | | 
2 © Evangelifts, or Publiſhers of the glad tidings, which is 
only ſome men's ſpecial gift. | e 
3. Prophets, or ſuch as ſpeak to exhortation, &c. of whom 
dereaſter. F a L 
No there are to continue in the church theſe officers; 
„ _ a ba f . 
2. Teachers. : Bs 
3. Helps, or thoſe who rule.” = 
| *< Theſe three are called Elders, Biſhops, Watchmen, &c. whoſe 
joint office is, © ot do} lev als | 
1. ** To take care of the church, Acts xx. 17, 28. 1Pet.v. 2, 3. 
2. To conſult on controverfies, Acts xv. 1, 2, 6, 23. 15 
3. Ta order things in the church, Acts xvi. 4. 
4. To adviſe in matters of doubt, Acts xxi. 18, 19. 


| | 5. £6 Te 
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5. * To govern, 1 Tim. v. 17. Tit. i. 5. ö 
6. To viſit the ſick, if ſent for, James v. 14. eg 
7. To care for the diſtribution of collections. Act iv. 37. 


Xi. 29, 30. 
15 "Theſe were the duties of all the Elders, though the gi eateſt 
charge lay on the Paſtors, as appears in that, though there were 
many Elders in the church at Epheſus, yet the epiſtle in the Re. 
velation the ſecond chapter, is directed but to ons, viz. the angel 
of the church, and the charge given to, and the account required 
of him wholly; Now more particularly, | we” 

« Firſt, the Paſtor's office is to do all that tenda to the feeding | 
of the flock, Jer. iii 15. Matt. xxiv. 45. As to. 5 

1. Exhort. Rom. xii. 7, 8. 1 Cor. xii. 8. 

2. Reprove with all authority. Tit. ii. 15. 

3. © Cal out, 1 Tim. i. 20. 1 Cor. v. 1, &c. 

4. Lead the ſheep.—He is to be the mouth of the whole. 

5. Watch. 2 Tim. iv. 5. , Heb, xiii, 173 Ig 

6. © Adminiſter all ordinances in the church. g. 

7. 4 Give himſelf wholly to the word and doctrine, Acts vi. . 

8. © Rule well, which conſiſts (1) in the right ordering of 
queſtions and diſorderly ſpeakings. 1 Cor. xiv. 33, 49. Col. 
ii. 5, &c. (2) In preſerving purity of doctrine and diſcipline, 
Rev. chap. ii. and iii. The angels are charged withit. , 

« Secondly, Tbe Teacher's particular office is, to wait on 
ing, to expound ſcriptures, and confute errors. Tit. ii. 7, 8. 
2 Tim. iv. 2, 3. And this is no leſs the Paſtor's office. 

5 Thirdly, the ruling Elders, or helping office is, to overſee 
the lives and manners of men: to whom alſo double .bonoor is 
due, 1 Tim. v. 17. Rom. xii. 8. He alſo mult take cate of 
God's houſe, Heb. xiii. 27. 4 Tim. iii. g. ' 

„ Fourthly, The next officer is a Deacon, 1 Tim. iii.”8; who 
is to ſerve tables, that is, the Lord's table, and the tables of all 
others in the church, that ſhall want his ſervice. - He alſo 
is to be dedicated to the churches ſervice, as the word Deaces im- 
ports, Acts vi. 1, &c. 15 den e. 

Fifthly. For the aſſiſtance of the Deacons there are widows, 
of whom, ſee 1 Tim. v. 16. who are likewiſe to - ſerve, the 
— Rom. xvi. 1. moſt probably in looking to the poor 
and fick. r 3 be 2 

„Sixthly. There are, for the ſurther edifying of the church, 
ordinary prophets, who, though they be not ſuch as wait on 
the miniſtry, or ace wholly given up to it as yet, are ſuch as 
being gifted, may ſpeak, as they be — or deſired, to 
edification, exhortation, and comfort, 1 Tim. iv. 15. 1 Cor. 
iv. 3, 29, 30. | | | . 

Thus far of church-officers with their offices: Now follow 
the duties of private members, as they are related to their officers 
and to each other. | 

| «Ja 
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In relation to their Elders, they are to honour them, 
x Tim. v. 17. Submit to and 8 them. Heb. xiii. 19. 
To provide for them, eſpecially ſuch as labour in, the word 
and doctrine, having dedicated themſelves thereto: 1 Cor. ix. 3. 
1 Tim. v. 8. Gal. vi. 6. To pray for them, Heb. xii. 18. 
Col. iv. . Eph. vi. 18, 1 . Not to grieve them, Heb. X14, 17. 
Nor to roughly to them; 1 Tim. v. 1. Nor haſtily to 
receive an accuſation againſt them. 1 Tim. v. 19. | 
In relation to one another, they are, 01 | 
Io have and preſerve love among themſelves, Eph. iv. 1, 
2. To ſtrive for the beſt gifts, eſpecially that they may 
prophecy, 1 Cor. xiv. 1. Taking heed that they preſuine not 
above what is meet, Rom. xii. 3. To admoniſh, exhort and 
teprove each other, as in Matt. xviii. 1 Thee v. 11, 14. 
To ſtrive to excel in holinefs, Heb. xii. 14. More particularly 
— The rich are not to deſpiſe the poor; James ii. 6. But to com- 
t + municate freely, 1 Tim. vi. 17. Heb. xiii. 16. The poor ate 
not to be idle, nor charge the church unneceſſarily, 2 Iheſſ. 
Hi, rx, 12. The yokog are to honour and reverence the aged; 
8 v. 1, 2. aged are to be examples to the young. 
e ſtrong are to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
offend them in things indifferent, but to veſpeRt them, 1 Cor. 
X. 32, and xii, 23, 24. [de weak are not to take upon them 
the place of Chriſt in judging their Brethren, who ate the ſer- 
wants of Chriſt, Rom. iy. 1, 25 &c. "We | 
« So in all things, if every one would more carefully follow 
eace and holineſs, and act his own part, there would be no 
Jarrings and diviſions, nor yet corporal or ſpiritual wants; 
but each member exerciſing his ſeveral gift, the whole body, as 
the apoſtle ſheweth, being fitly joined together, and compacted by 
that which every joint ſupplies, according to the effectual work- 
ing in the — every part, would make increaſe to the 
— of itſelf in love.“ After this, | 
It was further ordered, that the proppfals which ſhall be 
' ſent, by any particular church, unto any general meeting here- 
After, be delivered in writing. And in(caſe there be any mac: 
ter of controverſy, that their arguments\be ſtated, and there: 
with delivered, | ; 7 
«Ordered, that the next onal meeting be held (God willing) 
at the May, the laſt fourth day of the next firlt month. Ihen 
the whole is ſigned in the manner following, 


The Elders and Meſſengers of the Church at flu. 


Jobn Myles © Harry Griffith 

- Morgan om - John Davin 
Willem homas Hugh Mart bes. 
Morgan Jones 


| Tir: 


* . 


. 


no 
n large breviates 6r minutes of them have been 
their buſinels. 


2 Tierchen arrmartben, Hereford, Nradwar 
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| The Elders and Vicicugerd of the Charch at the . 
Walter Profjer uu mln. 5p 
Charles Curſor ? | 

The ds of th O Llp 
— Davis  Hewell Thindch | 
Thomas Joſeph | Vhomas Jauer. | 
The 'Elders and Meiſengers at Mergevengy. 
Wikew Prichend — For 
Rt: 
The Meſſengers of the Church at Carmarthen, 
Robert Morgan | Bbyaterch Thomas. 


Bere ue oth this Mdervand Meſſengers of the five Churches, 
of whom eleven or twelve were miniſters then, vr ſoon after, ayd 
1 ofthe others a Kind of helps, 

it was agroed do fend a rr each church 
of — oo 2 r e rhe 7 da of alk 

Here our materials Begin to fail. The frocortls 

account of any more general . 0 


by which * form an 9 of other general meetings, 
7 2 theſe it 2 hat they were im — 


time. The minutes o gf fog y bab A 
why © the Hflon book that was carried to — 2 oy 6 
We have an account of only one general more during 
that time of liberty. Perhaps that Feu e c of all their 
meetings from 1650 to 1660. Liberty was not long after 
t continued. This general meeting was held at Brechuerk, on 
the twenty-niath and thirtieth of the fifth month, 1656, Before 
this, itis probable they had the meeting at the Hay, and one ot 
more. agreed at this time to pabliſh'a I ract whole t 
page runs thus, ** An Antidote againſt the lufection of the N * 
or a faithful Warch-avord from Mount Nis to prevent the bay 
of Souls: whereby ſome ſpecial Conſiderations ate A to 
Sinners, Admonitions to Saints, and Invitations to dankee 


Fubliſhed for the good of All, by the Appeintment of thbe 


Elders and Meſſe of the ſeveral Churcher of * 


e 


Llangors, Llangors, met at 'Brecknock, 6 date ds above. Fout 
rſige 2 leripture are added Tk 1 wha, \ 
or Few at with at, 

Paul's, 1656 * 
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This tract contains fifty-five pages ſmall quarto, cloſe printed: 
it is a home, affectionate addreſs to the three chatacters men- 
tioned. above. In that to finners, p. 16. it is noted, That 
ſince the enjoy ment of precious liberty, to hold forth the word 
of God to poor ſtraying ſouls, many thouſands are come to the 
profeſſion of the Goſpel; and particularly the poor country 
wherein we live, may for ever bleſs the Lord, and remember 
with thankfulneſs all ſuch as were inſtruments for the good of 
their ſouls, in procuring the much envied, and too ſhort liv'd 
act for the propagation of the Goſpel in Wales, whereby many 


ſtumbling- blocks were removed out of the way, and the true 
and faithful ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt encouraged to preach the 
Goſpel with freedom and countenance, and ſo in a few years ſuch 
a chan ze is wrought, even in the darkeſt places, that it is won- 
derful to behold what abundance of heavenly wiſdom and grace 
hath through the preaching of the Goſpel, been poured into the 
hearts of thouſands of poor ignorant ſtraying people. 
Here it may be noted, — in- 2640, there was a complaint 
made to paxliament, that the inhabitants of the Principality of 
Malts were deſtitute of the means of chriſtian knowledge; their 
language was little underſtood, their clergy ignorant and Idle, 
ſo that the people had ory a ſermon once in 4 quar 2 
p _ year - and were deſtitute both of bibles and catechiſms..ZThe 
parliament took theſe things into conſideration, and on Felituary 
22, 1649-50, an act d for the better propagation and 
preaching of the Goſpel in Wales—and to contigue for. three 


"years. Commiſſioners were then appointed to eject ignorant and 
ſcandalous miniſters, and to place others in their room. Of 
' theſe things, ſee Neale's Hiſtory of the Puritans, vol. 4. page 15, 
116, &, This act for the propagation of the Goſpel was 
'euted by the influence. of Meſſts. Vawaſor Powel, Fenkin Jones, 
Kc. Many ſpoke and wrote againſt it, and many for it. But 
the benefit of it continues to this day, ſhort as it was in 
. 1 er 4:44. 
As yet we have found no account of any other general meet- 
ing in Wales, after this of 1656, till the revolution: it is very 
' probable there were ſeveral after that before 1660, but ſome 
notice ſhould be taken of the number and names of tie churches 


.. 


at this i we had but five in the three. preceding meetings, 


=. but eight in this, and in the latter but three of the'former five. 
Ho can a ſtranger account for this? It ſeems, that publication 
} entitled, An Antigdate, &c, was defi before-hand, in vindi- 


cation of the Baptiſts, ſo much then ſpoken. of and Written 
: againſt, ' Mr. Richard Harriſon was a noted popular Baptiſt mi- 
-niſter, at Hereforg, probably he was at Brecknock by defire, fo 
| _ * Hereford is named though not in Wales ; nor in the contietion. 
| The Hay is not named, but Cludeck and Bradewardint, two 
7 braanches of that chürch are. It ſeems hy this time, that they 
| were uncomfortable at the Hay, and Mr. Walter Profſer gone 


[ from them and ſettled at Tredynoct, not far from * 


1 


- 


- 
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Monmouthſhire, for he is named by Dr. C as ejected from 
that place a few years after. It ſeems Mr. Proftr was at 
Brecknock, therefore that place is named. Llangors was a branch 
of Abergavenny, or perhaps Mr. John Edwards, a member of 
that church, was then ſettled by the commiſſioners at Llangor: ; 
ſo he being at Brechnock, the place might be named on that 
account. For ſome reaſon Etat was not named at 
Brecknock : we may be confident this is near the truth, if not 
quite. The Baptiſts in that time of their infancy, as ſeparate 
churches in Wales, were conſiderably under the icourge of the 
tongue. The pen and the preſs were employed 2 them, 
as appears by the preface of the above antidote. Mr. Cragg's 
large and virulent book, on the ſubje& of Baptiſm, came out 
this year. And the people called Quakers, particularly Jobn 
Moon, and ſome of his friends, printed rs about this time 
againſt the m__—_ in Radnorſhire and Lianafan, and thoſe on 

e border of Mont ire. Mr. Backus in his hiſtory, 
(vol. i. p. 460.) informs us, that the Baptiſt churches in 

ales, gathered by Mr. Myles and others, publiſhed a con- 


_ feſſion of their faith, which was publickly ſed by George 


2 1 er. So the * a ___—_ for 4 antidote; 
ght of that confeſſion of faith woul vety gratifying * ; 
but the Brecknock tract is a good evidence of ths. rk 
of our brethren in thoſe early days. N | 

This is the laſt account we have of the aſſociation in the 
time of the coMmMonwEALTH. Very probably it continued for 
three or four years longer; but the reſtoration of Charles II. 
in 1660, ſoon put an end to the liberty of the Nonconform- 
iſts ; and the tyranny which followed hindered their aſſociating 
for about thirty years, till the G6Logt0Us REVOLUTION 
opened the way, near the cloſe of 1688. 

Of the Elders and Meſſengers named above (page 14, 1 * 
the following were miniſters then, or aſterward: Toba 5 
Morgan Tones, William Thomas, Morgan Jones, Walter Proſſer, 
Thomas Watkins, David Davies, Thema: TFofeph, Howell 
mas, Thomas Jones, William Prichard, Anthony Harry, Robert* 


- 
* 


Morgan and Themas Proude. The laſt is not there named; 


it ſeems he was abſent from the aſſociation at Llautriſaint in 
1654, but he was a kind of colleague to J. Myles. Several of 


theſe were ſet in pariſh churches by the commiſſioners, in- 


ſtead of i e miniſters. The following are named by 


| Dr. Calamy, un his Abridgement, _— the ejected miniſters. 


Myles, Thomas Proude, Howell as, Thomas Met. 
heſe 


Lie Jones, David Davies, and Walter Praſſer. 


ſeven belonged to the aſſociation, unleſs David Davies might 


be another of the name. The following are alſo among the 


ejected, who were not in the aſſociation : Jenkin Jones, Mr. 
Abber, Me. Milman, Watkin Jones (ſaid by Dr. Walker to bs 


CS * To the Author of this Hiſtory. 
B | an 


| 
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an Anabaptiſt, but ſome Pædobaptiſts ſay he was not,) Henry 


Williams and Vavaſor Powell, Theſe were zealous miniſters, 
and all Baptiſts, unleſs we except Mr. Wathin Jones, who was 
an active, uſeful man. Above (ſee page 14.) there are two of 
the name of * * Jones mentioned at Llantriſaint, as 
meſſengers from Ion; but Dr. Calamy mentions only one. 

Yet Dr. Walker, in his Sufferings of the Clergy, part IId. 

p. 338. mentions a Morgan John ſucceeding Theodore Price at 
Lalzefton, & c. in Glamorganſbire. It ſeems he was the ſecond of 

the two; a learned man, and an anceſtor to the Rev. My. 
Morgan Jones, now of Hammerſmith, near London; Dr. M. 
ſays he was an Anabaptiſt. Probably he died before the ejec- 
tion, ſo could not be in Dr. Calamy's lit. Dr. Walker, part I. 
160. ſays, that Anthony Harry was allowed by the commiſ- 
| fioners to preach at, and receive the profits of, Llanwihangel ; 
from which place John Griffith, A. M. had been ejected. He 
was a member of Abergawvenny ; received by letter from Llan- 
* Probably he died before the Bartholomew ejection. 
„. John Edwards was mentioned above “ as ſettled at Llan- 
gors. Meſſrs. Thomas Evans and Evan Bowen, have been 
named before f. We know not what were the ſufferings of 
the latter, nor when he died. The former was an ejected 
miniſter, though not mentioned in Dr. Calamy's account. He 
lived, preached and ſuffered, from the Reſtoration to the Re- 
volution ; was a truly worthy ſervant of Chriſt, and died in 
1688. Mr. Hugh Evans was a truly laborious, acceptable 
Baptiſt miniſter in Radnorſhire, from 1646 to about 1656, 
when he finiſhed his courſe. Fobn Moon called him “ a blind 
prieſt in Wales;” but the deceaſed man's character was well 
defended in print, in 1658, by John Price and William Bound. 
Meſgs. Francis Giles and Thomas Parry were alſo named be- 
fore f. They weathered out all the perſecution from 1660 
to 1688. Dr. Chriftopher Price was in the miniftry about 
1650, or ſoon after; of him more below. Henry Gregory 
and Lewis Thomas entered on their miniſtry at the beginning of 
eee or perhaps a little before. 
hus it appears that there were near thirty Baptiſt miniſters 
in Wales in the time of the cou uõ, TAL TH; and that moſt 
of them lived to the reſtoration, and felt the bitterneſs and 
fierceneſs of the perſecution that followed. There were beſides 
ſeveral aſſiſtants, and occaſional exhorters, not named here. 
Of Mr. J. Myles, his removal with ſeveral of his friends 
to America, his forming a church at Rehoberh, his uſefulneſs 
at Boſton, in New England, &c. and his death in 1683, ſee - 
Backuss Hiſtory, where an excellent account is given of him. 
Dr. Cotton Mather, as quoted by Creſby, ſpeaks very honour- 


* Page 17. + Page 8. z Page 10. 


ably 
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ably of him. Dr. Calamy only ſays, that he was an Ana- 
baptiſt, and went to New England. | 
Mr. Thomas Proude, a good man, one of the ejected mi- 
niſters, is named properly in the firſt edition of Dr. C $ 
Abridgement. It was probably through carelefineſs that hi 
name was printed Froude in the ſecond edition : Gay ot 
Mr. Palmer have followed the erroneous copy. Dr. Calamy 
a—_—_— of him an Anabaptiſt,” x \ 
Jenin Jones was very active, uſeful, reſpectable, and 
much of the gentleman. He was called Captain Jonas, and 
had been in the army. It is ſaid, that as he was once goin 
to preach, a perſon way-laid him, with a reſolution to. kill 
him ; but coming up to him, he was ſo ſtruck with the come- 
lineſs and majeſty of his perſon, that his ſpirit failed, and 
Do: Cole exe bm» Cunbeyit: dangh ho foes then to 
a C : Ys, 
had been brought up at Oxford, was a preacher before the 
war 


M.. Walter Proffer ſtands in our liſt above . He continued 
2 laborious, worthy miniſter. We have no 2ccount of the 
time of his death. Dr. Calamy only juſt names him. | 
Mf. Honwel Thomas, Thomas Joſeph and Morgan Jones, 
of Lanmadack, are mentioned by Dr. Calamy, as ejected in 
Glamorgan/hire. He treats them all with 8 but does 
not ſay that they were Anabaptiſts. But Dr. Waker ſpeaks 
out, that H. Thomas and T. Joſeph were Anabaptiſts. Dr. Ca- 
lamy ſays, that the latter was an 1 but 
preacher; and yet Dr. Valter calls him a ſhoe- 
maker 
Of Mr. William Thomas, ſomething was ſaid above+. Dr. 
Calamy hath two of the name; one in Glamorganſhire, and the 
other in Carmarthenſhire: he ſtyles the latter an itinerant 
Probably he was our William Thomas, as he ed ſo often 
about Carmarthen ; but it ſeems he died in Monmouthfbire, as 
an old book, in that county, contains this A : 
% William Thomas, a preacher of the true Word of Gpd, de- 
© parted this life the 26th of July, 1671, and was buried at 
« Llantriſaint.” Another manuſcript account fays, that Mr. 
Welter Proſſer was eminent in the miniſtry, and preached often 
at Llantriſaint to M. Thomas's people z by this it ſeems that 
the former ſurvived the latter. | ; 
Of My. David Davies activity and ſervices, ſome accour 
is given above f. What became of him in the perſecuting 
times does not a ; nor when he died. | 
Mr. Abbot is £48, by Dr. C „ to have been ejetgd 
from Abergavenny. He was a Baptiſt. The relation of the 


* Page 13. + Page 9. 4 Pages 6, 7, 9--11. 
| B 2 conference 
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conference at Abergavenny *, in 1653, ſays, page 29. © My. 
« Abbets ( Abbot) preacher, reſident there; one who had 
« been dipped, being in the pulpit with Mr. Tombs, ſtood 
% up and ſaid, &c.” My. Croſby names a Mr. Abbot, the firſt 
of five gentlemen of learning, who, he ſays, left the eſta- 
bliſhment and joined the Baptiſts +. 

Mr. V avaſor Powel was exceeding laborious and uſeful in 
Wales, and a great ſufferer. He died a priſoner in the Fleet, 
1671, and was buried in Bunhill-fields, London. His life was 
printed not long after, 

Mr. Henry Williams is named by Dr. Calamy among thoſe 
ejected in Montgomery/hire ; the Doctor gives him a very good 
character, but hints nothing of his being a Baptiſt. © He died 
about 1685, aged about 60.”'t His ſufferings were great. 

Mr. Thomas Jones, the 4th elder at Llantri/aint $, probably 
ſettled with a branch of that people, wluch met at, and 
about Kelligar, and regularly formed into a church in 1654, 
in conſequence of agreement and advice at that meeting. 
There were ſome gentlemen of property and influence in 
that church. By writings and circumſtances, it is conjec- 
tured that he died about 1675. Thus we have about twenty 
Baptiſt miniſters in Wales, who ended their days before 1689 
moſt of them, if not all, men of whom the world was not 
worthy.” 4 

The following miniſters, of the ſame perſecuted denomina- 
tion, bore their teſtimony thro' all the hardſhips from 1660 
to 1688. Meſſrs. Henry Gregory, Thomas Parry,, T homas 
Watkins, Chriftopher Price, William Prichard, Francis Giles, 
Thomas Quarrel, William Milman, Lewis Tbomas, Robert 
Morgan, and John Edzwards. . 

Dr, Calamy names Mr. William Jones, as ejected in Car- 
marthenſbire. He was wrong informed regarding the name of 
the place; or the name was wrong printed. When Mr. William 
Jones was ejected, he was an Independent. Some time after 
the ejectment, he was taken and caſt into Carmarthen caſtle 


for preaching. 


In that confinement, he, and ſome of his fellow-priſoners, 
had ſeveral converſations upon baptiſm. The conſequence 
was, that he was ſecretly perſuaded, in his own mind, that 
believers baptiſm was the real Scripture one. But he kept 
his conviction to himſelf while in priſon. After he was li- 
berated, he was determined to anſwer a good conſcience ; he 
took his journey to the valley of Olchon, the church in that- 
place being reputed both very ancient and regular, and 
there he was baptized ; probably by Mr. Thomas Watkins. 
He returned home, informed a few friends what he had done, 


, $ . * 
* See page, 10. + Croſby, vol. iv. p. 251. f Calamy's Account, 
p. 712. Mentioned in page 15th of this Hiſtory. 
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and gave his reaſons for it. This, it is ſuppoſed, was about 
x665 or 1666, | A . 

Be it noted here, that hitherto the Baptiſts were in the 
eaſtern ſide. of South Wales, except a few about Carmarthen, and 


they were in mixed communion with independents, not onl7 


in the two churches in the counties of Montgomery and Denbigh, 
but in moſt, if not all, of our congregations in Wales. 

It was not long till Mr. Jones began to baptize. In 1668 
a Church. was formed on the borders of the counties of Pembroke 
and Carmarthen, The conſtituents were thirty-three. Mr, 
Thomas Watkins of Olchon, and Mr. William Prichard of Aber- 
gavenny, aſſiſted in forming it. Mr. V. Jones was ſoon choſen 
the Elder of it, and-other officers. were appointed in proper 
time. Of this church called Ru/bacre more below. 

When liberty of conſcience paſſed into a law, early in 168g, 
the bowels of the London miniſters yearned over their brethren 
in the country, who had been ſo long in the ſtorms and tem- 

ſts of perſecution, and they wiſhed to learn their conditions, 

ence they ſent a circular letter through England and Wales, 
dated July 28, 1689, inviting the. churches to ſend Elders and 
Meſſengers to a general meeting in London, on the 3d of Sep- 
tember enſuing. The time was rather ſhort ; however about 
one hundred and fifty met, from about an hundred churches, 
The following Meſlengers from Wales were preſent : from 
Pembrokeſhire, William Jones, Paſtor; and Griffith Howell. 
The names of ſeveral of the . in the printed narratives 
of that meeting are wrong. All the places mentioned in Wales 
are wrong ſpelt, except Swanzty, ſo ſpelt then, it ſeems, 
and ſo ſtill the phce in America, where Mr. 2 Myles ſettled: 
Monmouthſhire, William Prichard, Paſtor, 1 Price, 
Miniſter; Swanzey, Lewis Thomas, Paſtor, Francis Giles. 
Here we have ſix miniſters from Wales in the general meeting 
in London. The bufineſs of that aſſembly was too copious to 
be here inſerted . Among many important things, they 
agreed to ſet forth a Confeſton of Faith; and thirty-eight of 
the miniſters ſigned their approbation of it, in behalf of the 
whole aſſembly, among whom were Chriſtopher Price and 


William Prichard from Wales. Let this ſuffice for the year 


1689. We proceed to, 71 
1690. The general meeting was in London, the gth of , Fuze, 


this year, The 7 pe narrative of that meeting does not 


give the names, of the miniſters then preſent, only of twenty 
who ſigned the General Epiſtle, ' or Circular Letter to the 
churches; nineteen from the ſeveral parts of England, and 
William Prichard from Wales, One particular, buſineſs of — 
meeting was, to divide the churches in the ſeveral e 
England and Wales, into proper, convenient aſſociations. The 
churches in Seuth Wales were formed into one aſſogiation, and 


* It may be ſeen in the Baptiſt Regiſter, Part the It, 1790. EviToR, 
B3 they 
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they go under theſe names in the Narrative, Lasgen, By 
avinny, Llanwanarth, Blainegwant, Golchon, Craig-yr-allt, 
Tae Ynys-vach, Ruſbacre, and Lanydwr. Iifton was left 
out, now called Swanſea. A ſtranger might ſuppoſe theſe 
to be ten or eleven churches ; but they were no more than ſix. 
The three laſt were only ſo many places where the ſame 


church met to worſhip for many years. Craig-yr-allt and 


Llanfabon were two places where Kelligar church commonly 
met and Llangwm was the former Llantriſant church, and Dr. 
Price became one of their Paſtors, and ſeveral members of 
Abergavenny joined them. Llanwenarth is about two miles 
weſt of Abergavenny, and a church was formed there, branch- 
ing to Blaenau, Llangors, &c. Swanſea, as we have ſaid, was 
omitted. | 

Dr. Chriftopher Price was a gentleman of „ near 
Abergavenmy, He was 2 up at firſt to phyſic and ſurgery, 
ſo went by the title of Doctor. He was a very worthy 
character. Two papers 2. rag — in his own hand-writ- 
ing, contain an account of the Welb churches this year, 
One paper is a rough draft, the other the fair copy ſent to 
the General Aſſembly in London. They are not the ſame 
verbatim, but both afford more light than one. He begins 
with his own charch. In one „he ſays, it met at Llan- 
gum and Abergavemy; in the other, at Llantriſaint and Aber- 
gavenny, of coarſe they met in the three places. The church 
conſiſted of about eighty members, ſcattered as wide as twen- 
ty miles, Brother Qzarrel was the other Paſtor, but he preſided 
chiefly at Llantriſaint and Langwum, and Brother Price at Aber- 
gu venm; the former had to aſſiſt him, Brother William Mil- 
un and Brother Walter Williams ; the latter had Brother Va- 
thaniel Morgan. Brother Robert Jones alſo aſſiſted in the 
church. Brother Jabs Edward: alſo is named as an ancient 
faithful diſciple. Myr. Nathaniel! Morgan was a gentleman of 
property and repute. His daughter was mother to the pre- 

nt Ds. S. STennsTT. Mr. Quarrel is mentioned by Dr. 
Calamy among the ejected miniſters as at Owefry ; and Mr. 
Palmer adds, that he was the firſt paſtor of the congrega- 
tional church at Shrewſbury, in Oliver's time, and afterwards 
preached there as often as the violence of the times would 
permit. It is ſuppoſed the church at Shrewſbrzry were Baptiſts, 


with, haps, a few Independents among them. My. 
— ws * North Wales man. He lived to a great 28 


about twenty years after the Revolution. His houſe at 
tun is known till, 
Dr. Price Calls Llanwenarth and Blaenau two congrega- 


tions, though as yet but one church. The members at the 


former place about eighty, at the latter about thirty. Brother 
William Prichard Paſtor ; Francis Giles, David James, John 
Spencer and Morgan William, aſſiſtants. 
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aſtor, rot . is a great 
decreaſe ſince 1654, when they laid ſa w but perſecution 
and quarrels © fad work. It ſeems the Ons does not 
reckon Llanigon in _ account, and fixes the numbers every 
where rather by | 
Craig-yr- alli, | ay fifty or ſixty members, no Paſtor ; ſome 
gifted kms ; their names not mentioned, Ordinances 
adminiſtered by Brother Lewis Thomas, and Brother Robore 
Morgan, alternately ; they had a long way to come w 
Swanſea, where they were paſtors. This church in a — 
condition; hearers numerous and many members 
Sawanſea, Brother Lewis Thomas, — Brother R 
gan, Elders. 
Pembrokeſhire, Brother William Fones, and Brothes on 
Howell, Elders. This was the fixth church. 
He mentions two other ſmall congregations in one of the 
rs, but they were only branches of the above church. 
Th. his account to London was intended to ſhow what minaſters 
were in ſtrait circumſtances, that the ht receive ſome 
aſſiſtance from the fund. A letter * fr Price to Mr. 


J/aac Marlow, one of the treaſurers, intimates that the latter 


had written to the former to defire the account, The Doctor 
there ſays, that formerly he had procured from Brother 
Moollaſton t, at ſeveral times, four or five hundred pounds 
for poor miniſters, but had then received nothing from him 
for kve ears paſt; yet had obtained ſome ſmall ſums from 
eral. e pe rſons in London, for the purpoſe. In another let- 
ter he fays, that he had been forty years in the „but 
had received nothing for his labour therein; nay, he Y 
aſſiſted others often, which no doubt was the caſe. 
From the identical letters + which the churches or \66d- 
regations at Blaenau, Llanwenarth, Olchon, and Craig-yr-allt, 


ſent to the aſſembly in London 1690; it appears they were 


$$» 
ſtead of Hay ; Llanwenart ＋ inſtead of A0 Llantri> 


hes of 

Swanſea inſtead of Ifen; Craig-yr t, a new church, al 
Carmarthen diſſolved; the remaining members joined to 
Swanſea church, which laid very wide. | 

The church in Raduorbire and Llanafan mäkes the ſeventh, 
They had left the aſſociation, as noted above. And p 
the Circular Letter from London in 1687, did not aro chad, 
As they are not in the London narratives, we: 
they ſent no meſſengers thather. But they were 
table people. M. 7. Evans was lately dead, as Pranks = 
fore, but the venerable Mr. Henry Gregory was ſtill alive. Here 


* In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Thomas. + Mr. Filhince hab thats 
+ Who was Brother Wellaſton ? EvrTen. 
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it hould be noted, that about 1683, or 1684, ſome of he 
members of this church emigrated to Pennflvania, and in 
January 1687-8, with a few more, formed the firſt Baptiſt 
Church in that province, of which one of them, Mr. Samuel 
Jones, in time became the miniſter. He was a very benevo- 
lent, active, ſolid, man, and of great uſe to that church in its 
infancy. , From that ſmall company ſprung two or three Bap- 
tiſt Miniſters in America, ticularly as great character 
the late Rew. 1/aac Eaton, M. A. whoſe name will be preci- 
ous for ages. Indeed, many went from Wales to Pennhl- 
vania ; and a conſiderable number of the firſt conſtituents of 
the original churches beyond the Atlantic emigrated from the 
Principality. | 
1691. In the London Narrative of this year, Chrifopher 
Price.is among the ſeventeen who ſigned the epiſtle to the 
churches. Whether any one elſe from Wales attended at that 
general meeting, we cannot ſay. There we have the churches 
in Wales named pretty nearly the ſame as in 1690, but much 
better than in 1689; they were now divided into two aſſocia- 
tions; - thoſe in the eaſt to form one, and the Pembrokeſoire 
church, meeting in three different places, to form the other, 
Let us proceed to- | hh 
1692. This year the GENERAL As$8EMBLY in LonDoNn, 
conſidering the diſtance, expenſe, and inconvenience of tra- 
velling far, agreed to divide the Lox pon Aſſociation, ſo to 
have one in London, as before, and one at Briſtol, to meet at 
different times of the year, and keep up mutual fellowſhip and 
correſpondence. This was to eaſe perſons at a diſtance, In 
the' Narrative of 1692, places and miniſters are printed, as in 
1689, but ſome of the blunders in the one are corrected in the 
other; yet not thoſe which belong to the Principality. One 
of the fix former miniſters is omitted, the other five as before. 
The brethren of the Principality, in future, were to attend at 
Briſtol, it being nearer for them. | | ; 
1693. The Weſtern General Meeting was at Briftol, accord- 
ing to appointment. Among the eighteen who ſigned the 
Circular Letter this year are, George Fohn, or Jones, and 
— James. Theſe were both from the Pembrokeſhire church. 
he reader may not be diſpleaſed here with the following 
ſhort digreſſion: | | | 
It was obſerved above, that this church was conſtituted in 
1668, being the midſt of the perſecuting time. But through 
all they did not only live, but thrive. In future years, it 
acquired the title of Thx CoLLEGE, as it produced ſo many 
valuable miniſters. On a peruſal of their records, their ſtate in 
1689, will'be found thus : their number of members one hun- 
and thirteen ; that is, eighty more than at their firſt forma- 


* See My. Edwards's Materials towards a Hiſtory of the Baptiſts 
in Pennſylvannia. p. 6, &c. and p. 26. Printed in 1770. | 


tion, 
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tion, being then about thirty-three, fifteen of whom were yet 
alive. Theſe one hundred and thirteen reſided in thirty-eight 
pariſhes, with this exception, that a few of the pariſhes were in 
two counties, viz. ſiſty- nine in Pembroteſbire, thirty-five in Car- 
marthen/hire, and nineteen in Cardiganſbire. Among theſe there 
were eleven in the miniſtry; ſome of whom had laboured long; 
and ſuffered much; others were juſt entering on the work : 
their names were, William Fones, Griffith Howell, George 
Jones, James James, Themas David Rees, Thomas Griffiths, 
Evan David, fohn Yenkins, Richard Williams, John | David, 

and Samuel Fones and, ſoon after, Morgan 'Grefiths, if he 

>. had not then begun to preach, e twelve were not occa- 
flonal helpers merely, but miniſters of note, who wore well 
to the laſt, as will appear „ of them below. 
Aſter this, liberty being eſtabliſhed, the denomination 
ſpread ſtill wider. This raiſed oppoſition from the Pædobaptiſts, 
rticularly the Independents. After ſeveral debates, both 
des agreed to preach upon baptiſm at Pen- lan, in Pem- 
brokeſbire. Mr. fobn Thomas, che Independent miniſter, preach- 
ed firſt on infant baptiſm; Mr. Fabn ——— r of 
the church at Ruſbacre, on a future day, preached on believer's' 
baptiſm. The conſequence was, that many of the nome 
dents were ſoon after baptized. - This was in 1692. This 
affair ſo alarmed the Pzdobaptiſts, that they applied to Mir. 
Samuel Janet, of Glamorganſbire, to defend the ſubject; but he 
declining it, his former pupil Mr. Fames Owen, then at 
Ofweftry, Shropſhire, undertook it. In 1693, his book came 
gut, entitled, 1-fant Baptiſm from Heaven, printed in the 
language of the country. This, it is thought, was the firſt 
on infant baptiſm. that ap in Welſß. It was alſo 
turned into Engl. Mr. B. Krach publiihed an anſwer to it, 
which was trankated into Melſb, and alſo Norcott : Book on the 
ſubject; ſo that the Baptiſts loſt no ground. 

1694 and 1695. re it may be obſerved, that, hitherto 
the friends in the Principality had met to worſhip in private 
houſes, and ſhifted as could. In 1695, a very conve- 
nient meetihg-houſe was built at Llanuenartb. The land 
was given by Dr. Price, in a leaſe of two hundred years; at 
he expiration of which, it was to return to the right heir. 
This was the firſt place erected by our denomination in the 
Principality. About this time died the venerable Thomas 
Watkins of Olchon, who had ſerved the church with great re- 
putation for about fifty years, and left a very honourable 


1696. At the general meeting at Brifol this , there 
was * Query from Wales which = (= Y 

« Whether it be lawful for an orderly goſpel church to 
divide by general conſent, into two, or more ; 
the ſake of 


edification, when the members live far _— 
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and are perhaps numeroug?” The anſwer was in the aſfirma - 


tive, thus: , ' 1 . 
* That which is d to promote the glory of God, 
and the good of ſouls, d be done, Phil. iv. 8. And it 
15 evident that theſe things are ſo; as church members | 
better anſwer the end of communion, and keep the order and 
the diſcipline of Chriſt more to his ante, tal mutual edi. 
fication, and the ſpreading of the Goſpel. But care ſhould 
be taken to have miniſters in each part, and each part ſhould 
be ſufficient to keep up church order.” | - 
In this caſe, the aſſembly gave theſe directions. 

1. To write down the names of the members of the whole 
church, and the part to which each chuſe to join. | 

2. To keep a day of public faſting in each part, where 
there ſhall be.a miniſter, or where miniſters and people are 
called and 1 together. Then to make their conſent 
N i ſupplications to God for his preſence and bleſ- 

g. Then to give inſtructions and exhortations to the par- 
ties ſuitable to the occaſion, that they may behave as the 
church of Chriſt. This ſhould be done, in one part, by the 
_ the other part, or rather by one belonging to another 

This year the Blaenau church was conſtituted, 2 
according to the above advice and direction. Their firſt 
Paſtor was Mr. Abel Morgan, of whom more hereafter. 
They had been a branch of Llanwenarth about thirty-five 
ears. 

4 We ſuppoſe it was this year likewiſe, that Glandzwr church 
was formed, according to the ſame advice and direQion. 
This had been many years a diſtant branch of the Pombrote- 
ſoire church, and wrongly called dur. The elders of 
this new church were 1 homas David Rees and Tams James, 
who both lived among them. There were now eight churches 
in Wales, and Radnorſbire made the ninth. 

1697. Thus year died the great and Dr. 
who had, for about fifty years, laid out himſelf 
and honourably in the cauſe of Chriſt, and his afflicted peo- 
ple. Through the long perſecution he readily relieved the 
diſtreſſed, and eaſed many in their ſtraits, not only of his own 
denomination, but other perſecuted and oppreſſed Diſſenters. 

1698. Our brethren from Wales ſtill continued to attend 
the Weftern annual meeting, which was this at Tun 
but by reaſon of their from the different parts of 
Somerſet and Devon, where it was ſometimes kept, the 


expenſe of travelling, and many other inconveniences, they 
— wiſhed — an 1 themſelves: 
nor does it appear that they much attended the aſſociations 
appointed in 1690 and 1691. | 

1699. This year a new church was conſtituted at Troſgoed 
(now Maes-y-berilan) four or five miles north eaſt from Breck- 


'nock, 


C. Price, 
ze 


— > 
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rock, The conſtituents were ſome from Llazwenarth and 
- Llangors, and ſome who had been in communion with Inde- 
pendent, &c. Their fuſt Paſtor, My. Richard Williams, from 
embrokejhire, was named above. Olchen not having been 
ſettled with a paſtor ſince the death of My. T. W. the new 
and old church defired Mr. R. Williams to take the paſtoral 
care of both. He complied, and the two churches, and alſo 
Llanigon included, united during his life, A very large and 
labertous charge, but he attended it cheerfully, and his 
office with great ſatisfaction. | br 

This alſo was the laſt year the friends from the Principality 
travelled over the water. The weſtern meeting was at Tawntos 

in this year, The Nlarnas records contain the breviates of 
| thoſe meetings at Bri#el, &c. to 16gg ; and then add, * Now 
«© follow the affairs of the WIIsH ass0ctaTIOn.* The 
Meſſengers from Wale: had attended in London four years, 
and at 7. ol and Tawnton ſeven years; eleven in all. 

1700, The Aſſociation was at Llanwenxarth, on the fixth of 
the third month May. Our denomination then began the 
year on the firſt of March. Here were thirteen Queries 
poled and anſwered judicioully and ſeripturally; but of 


them reſpected church diſcipline, About this time died theſe 


three worthies; 

1. Mr. William Jones, the father of the weſtern churches 
in Wales: he ſuffered much, and was impriſoned at Carmar- 
then and Haverfordeueft, yet was in great ow among the 
gentlemen of counties. He laboured, but not in vain 
in the Lord, n 

2. Mr. Thomas David Rees, he lived in Cardiganſhire, and 
had very conſiderable property; he was eminent for his hol- 
pitality ; a great ſhelter in the Glander part of the church; 
and his memory was long precious. | 

3. The venerable Myr. Henry Gregoy, in Radnorſhire. He 
likewiſe had honourably weathered ugh all the perſecu- 
tion from the Reſtoration to the Revolution. He kept a ſmall 

farm to ſupport his family. He was fined, and his cattle taken 
away, but - lived and died in great repute. 

About 1700, Mr. Morgan Griffiths, named before, became 
Paſtor of the church at Craig-yr-allt, which had been without 
a Paſtor for about twenty-five years. They were ſerved month- 
ly by Mes. Lewis Thomas, and Robert Morgan, alternately; 
and other gifted brethren ſupplied the reſt of the time. 

1701. The meeting was again at Llanmwenarth. The ac- 
count of the buſineſs of the meeting is thus introduced: 
Queries p d and reſolved at a general meeting of the 
« miniſters, elders, and meſſengers of the ſeveral churches, 


« under believers baptiſm, and laying on of hands, at Zlan- 


* 
1 


See page, 25. 


evenarth 


. 
' 
: 

1 
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ce avenarth, the ninth and tenth days of the fourth month call. 


« ed June 1701.“ 

The Queries are twenty-four in number, all upon diſcipline, 
ſeveral of them pleaſing ; a few ſuited to thoſe times; and 
ſome referred ta the diſcretion of the reſpective churches. It 
is probable all the churches had copies of the Queries and 
Anſwers, inſtead of a Circular Letter. It does not appear that 
ſermons were yet introduced at the aſſociations in England 
or Wales, The time was ſpent in prayer, and conſultation, 
how to promote the intereſt of the churches. The anſwers to 
the Queries here were ſigned by Lewis Thomas, William 
Prichard, Jobn Fenkins, Robert Morgan, Richard Williams, and 
Abel Morgan. All worthy names. 'Probably more miniſters 
attended, though theſe only ſigned. The next meeting ap- 
pointed to be at Swanſea, on Fueſday in the Whitſun-week 
1702. 

In this year, 1701, a decent agreeable meeting-houſe was 
built for the Pembrokeſhire church. Upon a ſtone on the in- 
ſide of the building, a Welþ inſcription was ſet; in Englie 
thus: This houls was erected at the charge of Jahn Evans 
« of Llwyndwr, in the year 1701, for the uſe of the people 
© who hold the fix principles in Heb. vi. 1, 2.” Mr. Fohn 
Evans was a gentleman of eſtate, and conſiderable property; 
remarkably generous and hoſpitable. The meeting-houſe 
was called Rhydwilim, by which name we ſhall now call the 
church. This was the ſecond Baptiſts meeting-houſe in Wales. 

This year was alſo remarkable for the emigration of ſix- 
teen members, with their families and friends, from the 
churches at Glandwr and Rhydwilim to Pennſylvania, One of 
the ſixteen was Mr. Thomas _— a miniſter named above. 
Mr. Morgan Edwards, in his Materials, calls this, “a church 
emigrant.” This company found out good My. S. Jones, and 
company, who had failed near twenty years before, and were 
ſettled at Pennepeck, now Lower Dublin. From thence Mr. 
Thomas Griffiths and company removed, and having formed 
themſelves into a regular church, they ſettled at a place 


which they called Welh Track. Two more of the fixteen 


turned out ſucceſſive Paſtors of that church. This was the 
ſecond Baptiſt church in Pennhlvania. 

1702, A letter from one of the churches to this aſſocia- 
tion expreſſes their joy, that the general meeting in Wales 
was again revived and raiſed from the grave of oblivion ; 
and mentions the uſefulneſs of ſuch meetings, xe. 

The Circular Letter this year begins thus: „ The Elders, 


„ Miniſters, and Meſſengers, met in aſſociation at Swanſea 


« the 26th and 25th of the third month, 1704. To the 
& ſeveral churches to whom we relate, viz. Llanwenarth, 
« Aberyſtryth, Olchon, Radnor, Felindre, Newhouſe, Llanon, 
c and the brethren in the Moor, — greeting.“ 3 . 

| : ere 
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Here the names are different from thoſe which are given 
above ; but fie whole may be eaſily reconciled thus; Swanſea 
18 not named in the addreſs; Llanon and the Moor were two 
diſtant gry of Swanſea, Theſe formed two FOI 
many years after, as will a below. Aberyſtryth is the 
4 bf the pariſh where the Bloooes church met. Felindre 
is the name of another place, where Glandwr church met. 
The Newhouſe was Rhydwilim. Radnorſhire, now\ joined the 
aſſociation. So here were properly but ſeven churches, Llan- 
triſaint and Craig-yr-allt, are not mentioned among them. Puſ- 
ſibly it was an omiſſion ; or, perhaps, they ſent no Meſſengers 
this year. The Letter thanks the ſocieties for ſending their 


Meſſengers; mentions peace in the churches, the judgments 


of abroad, the wars in Germany, &c. A day of folema 
faſting was appointed. The next aſſociation to be at Llanwe- 
narth, on Tueſday and Wedneſday in the Whitſun-week : the 
firſt day to be ſpent in faſting and prayer, and a ſermon on 
that day ; the ſecond day to anſwer queries, &c. There were 
about 20 queries diſcuſſed at Swanſea, all upon diſcipline. We 
have no names ſigning here. | ; 

1703. At Llanwenarth, the 18th of May, ſeveral queries 
were propoſed, and anſwers given ; and it was agreed, that 
no perſons except Meſſengers only ſhould attend conſul- 
tations and debates. Indeed, the primitive deſign of aſſociating 
was private conſultation, * 

It was obſerved, that, laſt year, a ſermon was 1 to 
be preached this year, but we have no account by whom, 


and poſſibly no perſon was named ; but, at Llanevenarth, the 


next aſſociation was appointed to be at Swanſea, and Brother 
Richard Williams to preach. 'The whole was ſigned by the 
Miniſters above named in 1901, and, very probably, they 
ſigned in 1702, though we have no account of it. | 

1704. The aſſociation met at Twas in the Whitſun- 
week, 26th of May. There were fix or ſeven queries anſwered 
here. This year's letter is not more than twenty lines. 

It ſays, that. the churches were moſtly in peace and unity, 
« enjoying an addition to their number; that the Miniſters 
« and Liegen had a happy meeting, being all of one mind 
© to follow what maketh for the peace and intereſt of the 
4 churches; and that they, as one man, deſire the churches 


to follow what maketh for their own peace, and not to let 


“ in ſuch controverſial and diſputable matters as may diſturb 
their felicity.“ * * — 4 

It is ſigned by Robert Morgan, enkins, Fohn Grif- 
fiths, 1 /oua James Richard Ilhan, bel ad Morgan 
Griffiths, Morgan Fones, Thomas Price, William Phillips, Na- 


than Davis, and Caleb Evans. There are nine more, ſeveral \ 


of them in the miniſtry, and ſome Meſſengers. Here they 

defire every church to take care to keep up in practice the ſix 

principles mentioned in Hebrews vi. 1, 2. | 
. | op The 


— 
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The heroic and very venerable Lewis Thomas did not ſign 
at this meeting. At his own place, in former years, his name 
was always the firſt; but, in the March. preceding this meet- - 
ing, he went to reſt. He was the ſucceſſor of the juſtly cele- 
brated Fohn Myles who fled from perſecution to America, 
where he met with many trying exerciſes, but ſerved the cauſe 
of Chriſt and his people very honourably. Mr. Lewis Thomas 
ſucceeded at Ian, Swanſea, &c. and ſtood his ground, was 


. meek as a lamb, laborious as the ox, and bold as a lion. He 


not only ſerved his own church through the perſecution, but 
viſited, comforted, and animated the other churches far and 


near. Aged people, about 40 years ago, ſpake very — 
ſ 


in his praiſe, An elegy upon his death notes that man 


had been converted under his miniſtry; that, though he was 
plundered and impriſoned, he would not forſake his profeſſion, 


and ſin againſt God. His aged colleague, Mr. R. Morgan, 


was now feeble, ſo the proper ſucceſſor to Mr. L. Thomas was 
Mr. Morgan Tones ; his grandſon, of the ſame name, lives 


now at Hammerſmith, near London. 


At the above meeting, it was defired, that the churches 
would take care to ſend one or two of the moſt fit and judi- 
cious brethren to the aſſociation as Meſſengers ; and one or 
two of the moſt likely young brethren, that they alſo might 
learn for futurity. 

They appointed the next meeting to be at Llanwenarth, and 


| Brother Philip James to preach the aſſociation ſermon. This 


entleman was a native of the pariſh where Mr. Robert Morgan 
Fred, and was educated for the eſtabliſhment ; but his embrac- 
ing religion among the perſecuted Baptiſts, procured him the 
frowns of his wealthy parents, ſo that he could not live com- 
Sortably in that country. He was paſtor of the Baptiſt church 
at Warwick for a number of years, and from thence removed 
to the church at Hampſtead, Herts, of which he was paſtor 
many years. He had fuch knowledge and ſkill in phyſie that 
his common title was Dr. James. He died there in 1748, far 
advanced in years. The late my Rev. Mr. Samuel James, of 
Huüchin, in the ſame county, was his ſon. 


This year, another branch of Rhydwilm church, which 
met at Alam, and Kilvowyr, formed into a church, and, for 


their paſtor, they choſe Mr. Samuel Fones, who was one of 
their number, and had long laboured among them with great 
acceptance. This made the tenth church. | 

| 1705, The aſſociation met at Zlanwenarth, May 29. Here 
nine churches are named in tolerable order. The new church 
at Kil:am is called /#hiechurch, the name of the pariſh ; aud 


Glandwr is called Yelindre, the place, perhaps, here they 
then moſtly met. Troſgoed is not named, but included in 


Oli bon, as they had but one paſtor. Llantriſaint was declining, 


and it ſeems ſent no Meſſenger. The Letter this year was not 
much, if any, more than half as long as laſt year. Here three 


queries 
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queries upc __ are judiciouſly anſwered. Thirteen 
rſons y illiam Es the firſt. They had all 


gned the laſt time but he and Thomas Parry. Here it is ſaid ; 
« Let church take care to provide money according to _ 
« their ability, to bear the expenſes of their Miniſters and 
« Meſſengers to and from the tation, and likewiſe to con- 
« tribute, if there be ocesſion, to other neceſſities. 

Next aſſociation to be at Swanſea, to begin Tueſday in the 
Whitſun-week, Brother Abel Morgan to reach, or, otherwiſe, 
Brother Morgan Griffiths. This 1s the firſt time we notice any 
one named in caſe of failure. WY 

About this time two worthy men died, who ought to be 
had in everlaſting remembrance, eſpecially among our deno- 
mination. . 

1ſt. Mr. Griffith Howell, who is ſuppoſed to have been the 
firſt baptized by Mr. W. Jones in Pembrolgſbire. He was a 

tleman of property, and lived at Ruſbacre, his own. eſtate. 

is houſe was the firſt and chief place of worſhip among our 
friends for many years. He alſo was in the miniſtry ;-a remark- 
ably hoſpitable man ; generous in various ways. He wore well 


through all the perſecution, aud, after it, travelled far and 


near. 
- od. Mr. Evans, of Liwyndwr, near Tny:-vach. He 
was ior (or the miniftry in the eſtabliſhment, and ſent, to 
— ſchool — — : _ when 9 in. 
ing to the Univerſity, he joined the fir, and 
us n 1673, when Mr. Griffith Howell 4 
for religion, according to the information of his worthy and 
aged daughter. | | 
Theſe three, G. Howell, J. Evans, and Thomas David, 
were pillars to bear up this church in troubleſome times 
ene lived near Glandæur, the other near 7ayr-vach, and the 
third at Nuſbacrr. Mrs. Griffiths, late of Glanrhyd, was 
Mr. 7. Evans's daughter, and furniſhed out many particulars 
reſpecting her father. She was a worthy member at Rbvd. 
evitim for _ years. She died in 1776, aged 86. Her fon, 
E. Griffiths, Eſq. is in the commiſſion of the peace, a gentle- 
man of reputation, a judicious, active magiſtrate, attends at 
meeting, is very uſeful to the church, friendly, hoſpitable, and 
835 — — 4 
17 » Whitfun-week. © Meſſen | 
cording to appointment, but underſtood that then Wo Da | 
in the town, and, at that time, they were ver er 
to preſs young men, eſpecially from among the Bap ite. The 
miniſters conſulted agreed, that it would be prudent to 
drop the public meeting, and diſappoint hoſtile deſigns 
ſo they did, and went home. But they appointed the 
next meeting to be at Llanwenarth, and Br. Morgan. | 
fiths to preach. This affair is recorded in the Blaenau 
and then it is there added, That but few things happened at 


the 


— 


lar 
— 
to 
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the aſſociation. worthy to be recorded from that time to 


1711. | | | * 
1707. At Llangvenurth, fourth of the fourth month. Three 
queries were anſwered. The letter is ſhort, as before. It 
obſerves, that the churches were in peace, ſome much en- 
Fe The next meeting to be at Rhydwillim, in the 
8 , Brother Nathan Davis, or Brother Caleb Evans 
reach, Fits 
No names to our copy of this year. A faſt to be kept in 
every church before the next aſſociation. A. 
Mr. Morgan Edwards's materials, page 22, ſay, that 
Mr. Owen, Thomas was a native of Kilmaenl{wyd pariſh, went 
to America this year, 1707, and m 1740- became paſtor of 
the church at Welſh Trac, mentioned above. Mr. Thomas 


Griffiths was the firſt paſtor there, as already obſerved. He 
Was ſucceeded by Eliſha Thomas, who is ſuppoſed to have 


been a ſon of the very uſeſul Thomas David Rees. The next 
ſucceſſor there was Mr, Enoch Morgan, a younger brother to 
Mr. Abel Morgan, mentioned above. The former had a 
ſon named Abel, after the uncle. But nephew and ſon out- 
ſhone the uncle and father in America,. for man 2 Mr. 
Abel Morgan, jun. is lately dead, but though dead, he will ſſ 

in that country for a long time to come. Kilmaenlluyd is 


not far from Rhydwilim; many of the members have lived in 


that pariſh ; whether Mr, Owen Thomas was a ſon of any of 
them may now be uncertain. But it is remarkable, that tliree 


of the paſtors of that church ſhould fail on the ſame hottom, 


then ſucceed each other, and that the next ſucceſſor ſhould be 
from Kilmaenlluyd. And ſtill, that the next paſtor alſo. of 
that church ſhould be from the ſame country. He ſerved with 


great repute to his death in 1769. 1 
1708. Rhydwilim, 25 May. This is the firſt aſſociation 


| veſt of Carmarthen. Hitherto we ſee, it had been. kept in 


the 2 alternately at Llanwenarth and Swanſea 5 and it is 
ſuppoſed that affairs belonging to it were debated chiefly in 


"Engliſh, as the writings relative to it are ſo. But after this 


year, their tranſactions were in Welſ ; though ſome of the 
churches continued to write their letters in Eng/iþ. Hence- 
forward the aſſociation met at different places. The letter of 
this year is longer than two or three former ones. It com- 
plains of lukewarmneſs,. want of love and zeal. There had 

een conſultations for ſome years at the aſſociations, about 
aſſiſting poor members: they did not approve of their going 
from one church td another, but thought it beſt for the churches 
to make collections among themſelves, that particularly diſtreſl- 
ed caſes might be relieved, This year, thanks were returned 
to the churches for their readineſs to contribute, Three 
members, in each church, were appointed to take care of 
thoſe collections and diſtributions. I' he next aſſociation to 


Samuel 


be at Treſzoed, Brother John Fenkins to preach, or Brather 
5 | iP 50 
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bee fonts. Mr. Nathaniel Yenkins was among thoſe who 
gs He was i e ng young man Mr. Mor- 
FI CD in a Nag =" ovem 


Ko 1758 . Nathaniel Jendtias was 
1 2 FIN born 25th of March 1678, cane to 
America an ordained miniſter in 1 ſettled paſtor of a ner 


cn at 2 7528. in 1712, where he. continued (o 
„where he continued to his 


Ran 5 _—_ the s he lived in that country, 
he acqite Limſclf Ki no fall honor, 5 hogs ming. 
country, he was in great repute ve ard , 
to f of him very reſſ It ſeems he | 
1 . eLpronn A 
170g, Troſgoed t. Whitlun-week, Of this meeting we have. 
not 'able to find any account; nor do we rally. 
All. 5 Tom OR = all, of orth 
„in ſome not in of more. w 

the three mentioned in 1705, Meſfra. Thomas "=P 
bert Morgan and * arry. We have faid, that the .. 
former was paſtor at Shrowbury, in the time of the Cominon- 
a N the ejected mini- 
ſters about 1660, wore well 


69, 4 25 | 
obert Morgan ar the three General Meetings in 
1633 and N from Carmarrben. It is not cer- 
be waa then in the minifry, When the Carmarthen 
chock —. up in the troubleſome times, he, with others, 
very: pravanly, Jon E Alen church, and was a colleague with 


ſerving chat church” and Cot je ta as 
obſerved before. "He kept a ſchool, grea 1 N 
reared a e 
He had a name was Jabn, a very promiling young 
man up Toes of confiderable literature. He was choſen 
bythe yur had ape Ar the ne. Ha 


agr. ' l 1} a" 


8 . Mors tib etiam vr 
He ww immediate flor of SAT I wud 1 
ed, who probably com the inſcription ;, e 


the ſame pariſh. It is rather extraordinary, that V 


— paſtor at Warwick, ſhould be a native of 


conjetured. that Mr. Robert Morgan's, cle 
_ * In. of this 


Amber 
| | The Rev. Author of this 
Treſgoed eight years. Eviton. c 


' 


ber 1784, at 


tory db) J 
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of his own name, was the firſt ſchoolmaſter of the charity- 
ſchool, ſet up by the Diſſenters on Horſſey-Docun, — 4 
London; being then a member, and an ' occafional teacher in 
Mr. Sivton't church, afterwards Dr. Gill's, now Mr. | Ripþon's.. © 
He behaved well in that place till his death in 1723. Mr. R. 
Morgan, ſen. it ſeems, was not a popular preacher, but an intel- 
ligent man. He correſponded with Mr. Kzach ; one of two of 
his letters are yet in being. * 21 W e eee 
Mr. Thomas Parry ſigned at the meeting in Abergavenny, in 
1553; he became ſerious about 1640; he was a plain country 
man, occupied a little farm, and ſometimes followed a trade; 
went not much from home, kept the meeting at his on houſe, 
was truly uſeful, and bore a very good character. Some of his 
great grandchildren, and their children, are now members 
j the baptiſts in London, one at Leominſter, and others in 
es. 8 325 F 
17510. We have not found where the aſſociation was held this 
year. An article or two may be inſerted here. rel n 
1. From the, beginning to this time Craig-yr-alle church met 
to -worſhip' at different friends houſes, as it ſuited ; but the 
paſtor Mr. M. Grif;ths obſerved, that when the Lord's ſupper was 
adminiſtered, none but the members would ſtop to ſee it.” This 
ear they erectetl a very good and decent meeting-houfe:” It is 
in the pariſh of Kelligar, and called Cefn-Hengoed,, pronounced 
Keven Hengoed, but, for brevity, commonly called Hen o ; 
and fo we ſhall call it. A few years before this, Mr. David 
Rees was raiſed up in this church, and became a 3 goſpel” 
miniſter. At length he was choſen paſtor of the baptift church 
at Lime bouſe, London. He diſcharged the duties of his ſtation 
with great repute, about forty 2 He died in 1748. His 
funeral ſermon was preached by the late Dr. Joſeph Stexnett, who 
had been long intimate with him. The ſermon is printed, and 
contains a good chatater of the deceaſed. In it, the Doctor, 
ſpeaking of his ' ordination, ſays, The public work of that 
y fell chiefly on my honored Father, and the late Rev. My. 7. 
r | 2A Xara ee 
2. Emigration. Mr. Morgan Edwards's Materials name three 
who arrived in America in 1710, Meſſrs. Ferktin Tones, Benja- 
min Griffiths, and David Davis. Though neither of them ap- 
pears to have. beem a church member then, yet the three became 
miniſters of no {mall repute in America, as is well known there. 
The former went from Pembrote/hire, and was the firſt paſtor of 
the baptiſt church at * Philazelphia. He died in 1761. The ſecond 
| was a half brother to Meſſrs. Abe! and Enoch Morgan, by the 
} ſame mother. He becime intimate and connected with Teveral 
baptiſts from the borders of the counties of Radnor and Mont- 
gomery, in Wales, according to which names they called parti of 


. 


* See a pleafing account of him in Edwards's Materials PRES 6 1 


their 


hiſtory of the Baptiſts in Pennſylvania, p. 41-46. 
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rheir new plantations. He was the firſt paſtor of the church at 


Montgomery, in Pennſylvania. He had a colleague from Radnor- 
Sire, 1 Eaten, Mr. Benjamin Griffiths was 2 long while 
paſtor of tha 


Mr. Edwards's Materials inform us, that for the original of this 
church, ve muſt look back to 1710, when TJebn Evaiis and 
wife, members of a baptiſt church in Wales, whereof Jane 
on was paſtor ; and next year Jobs James and wife, mem 


s at Rhydwilim, arrived,” Kc. Very likely Mr. B. Griffiths - 


went over with Mr. John Evans, being neighbours in their 
native country. Mr. D. Davis was fifth-paſtor at eib 


Trad, as hinted above, and died in 1769. Theſe three wor- 
thies emigra ſame year, probably in the ſame veſſel. 
1711, The aſſociation was this year, it is ſup „ at Her- 


Fel. as they had now a convenient meeting-houſe, which they 
ad not before. We have no account of the tranſactions here but 
what is hinted in the Blaenau book in 1706, recited above, that 


nothing material occurred in thoſe meetings till 1711; this year 


perhaps included. | ; 
We have two emigrations this year. 1. Mr. Abel Morgan, 
the beloved paſtor at Blaenav, in Monmouthſhire, His brother 
Enoch, and many of his acquaintance, were gone ten years 
before. He alſo was a native of Cardiganſbire, and other friends 


had ſailed the preceding year, as juſt now obſerved. A parti- 
cular account is preſeryed of the very affectionate manner in 
which he parted from his friends, and of the rough weather; - 


and great trials he had on the ſea: his wife and child, a ſon, 


died in the voyage: he was twenty-two weeks from the time he 


went aboard to the time he landed. He ſent back an affection- 
ate moving letter, in Welſh, to his friends, giving a mournful, 
yet thankful detail of his voyage, and added, that he was ſoon 
to he at the ordination and ſettling of his dear brother N. Fen- 
kins, with the new church in the Jerſey; He ſoon, took the 


leading care of the church at Peanepec and Philadelphia, though 


Mr, Samuel Jones was there, and had been above twenty years. 
They both lived in harmony, and died the ſame year; the latter 
in February 1722, and the former in December enſuing. 


2. Mr. Hugh Dawy:. Mr. Edwards's Materials ſay that he 


was a native of Caradig anſbire, baptized and ordained at Rzyd- 
wilim, and arrived in America the 26th of April 1711. In the 
Swanſey records is the following account, which, very proba- 
bly, Mr, Edwards had not ſeen. As there were ſo many emi- 


taken from the Swan/es church 


t church, even to his death in 1768, aged 88. His 
ſon Abel is in the miniftry now in that country, or was lately. 


; | J. 
grations from the, Principality to America, poiſibly the Reader 
may not be diſpleaſed u ith a copy of a recummendatory letter | 
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2 South Wales in Great Britain, 

The church of Jeſus Chriſt meeting at Swanſea in Glamorgan 
fire, owning believers baptiſm, laying, on of hands, the 
doQrine of perſonal election, and perſeverance: 


To any church of Jeſus Chriſt, in the \ province of Pennſylvania, 


in America, of the ſame faith and order, whom this may con- 
cern,——Sendeth. chriſtian ſalutation: grace, mercy, and 
peace be multiplied unto you, from God che Father, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, | 
; Dearly beloved brethren in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Whereas our dearly beloved brethren and fifters, name, 


Hugh David (an ordained miniſter), and his wife aret, 


Anthony Matthew, Simon Matthew, Morgan Thomas, Samue 
Hugh, Simon Butler, Arthur Melchior, and Hannah his wife, de- 
fign, by God's permiſſion, to come with Brether Sorency to the 
aforeſaid province of Pennflvania ; this is to teſtify unto you, that 

all the abovementioned are in full communion with us, and we 
commit all of them, to your chriſtian care, beſeeching you there- 


— to receive them in the Lord, watching over them, and per- 


rming all chriſtian duties towards them as becometh ſaints 
to their fellow members. So we commit you, and them, to the 
Lord, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
and them up on the moſt holy faith. | 
That the peace of God may ſanctify you wholly, and that 
our and their ſpirits, ſouls, and bodies, may be preſerved 
ameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be the 


earneſt prayer of 
7 Your brethren in the faith and 


Pated the 3d of the 7th Fellowſhip of the goſpel, 
month 1710; ſigned at Morgan Jones, 
our meeting by à part gore Dawid, 
for the Whole. | | illiam Matthews, 
and 11 more. 


Theſe nine, it is probable, were from ſome parts of Swanſea 
church, except the miniſter and his wife, who alſo were now in 
full communion with them, having been diſmiſſed from Ryydauilim. 

Of Mr. Simon Butler much might be faid ; ſuffice it here to 
obſerve, that he turned out a great and worthy man ; his com- 
mon title, long before he died, was Efquire Butler. He died 
in 1764, aged 77. Hannah Melchior was a daughter of Mr. 
Robert * abovementioned. | 
The Materials ſo often referred to, inform us, that the church 
of Great Valley, in Pennflvania, originated from ſeveral perſons, 
with their families, that arrived from Wales in 1701 and 1702, 
of which one was James Davis, a member from Rhydzuilim, and 
another was Richard Myles, who had been a hearer of Mr. Henry 
ey in Radnorſpbire, but who was baptized in America. By 

18 


the religious induſtry of theſe two families, who obtained mi- 


niſters to preach at their houſes, ſome were baptized. The * 
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of Mr. Hugh Davis (called David in the above letter), and ſome 


others, happened to fall near them, which increaſed their num. 
ber to ſixteen. They formed themſelves into a church in 


1711, and choſe Mr. Hugh Davis their paſtor, He ſerve 
them till he died in 1753, This was the third Baptiſt churth 
in Peunglvania. | 

1712. Llanwenarth, June. We have not the letter of this 


ear, nor any information who preached. But this query was 
propoſed, Whether there were to be Ning elders in the cured} 
he 


anſwer was given in the affirmative. The Materials in- 
form us, that Mr, . Themas, born in Llanwenarth, arrived in 
America 14th of F 1712; was many years an. affiftant in 
the miniſtry to Mr. B. Griffiths, at Montgomery, died in 2757, 
and that his fon, Mr. John Thomas, was his aſſiſtant and ſucceeded 
in the paſtoral care of that church. Mr. William Thomas was 'a 
member at au, lived at a place called Nia, where a 
branch of the church met. It is thought, that he emigrated 
along with the paſtor, though the Materials mention a year to a 
day een their arrivals. Mr. Abel Morgan went rd the 
veſſel at Briſtol, on ug 11, and was twenty-two weeks before he 
uitted the ſhip; ſo he arrived in Feb. 1741-12, according to 
4 way of dating beſore the ſtyle was altered in 1752. b 
A. Morgan might date, in the way of the laſt century, when the 
year ended with February, The letter, 2 an account of 
the voyage, is, dated April 1712. In it he d the Blamas 
church to take care of the meeting at Rαπ .. 

1713. Röydauilim, 26th and '27th of May. The Circular 
Letter fills two pages folio, cloſely written. It is a ſolid, 
ſenſible epiſtle. It laments declining religion in ſome places ; 
the removal, by death, ** of /o many of the moſt eminent ones in 
«« grace and holineſs;” and the numbers gone to Anerica. 
account who preached. The method then was only to name 
was appointed for the — Next aſſociation to be at 
— in the Whitſun- week, Brother Nathan Davis to prea 
A day of faſting and prayer to be obſerved the firft of Ju'y, and 
another to be in the week before the next aſſociation. lead · 
ing miniſters now were Meſſts. 7obn Jenkins, Richard Williams, 
Nathan Davis and Marges Griffiths : others who figned here, 
were Caleb Evans, John Harris, Timothy Lewis, Samuel Toner, 
Thomas Matthias Tame: Williams. : 

Mr. Edward: obſerves, that in 1713, Mr. John Dirvis, from 
Pembraleſbire, arrived in America 3 was called to the miniſtry 
in 1722, and ordained in 1733 ; took part of the miniſtry wi 
H. Davis at Great Valley, ſucceeded him there, and was alive 
in 1770, when the Materials were printed. He died in 1778. 
His funeral ſermon was preached by Mr. (now Dr.) S. Fones of 
Lower Dublin, Pennſylvania, The famous Mr. Exoch Francis 
had now been a few years in the miniſtry ; he began at tir 


was a very promiſing ag an; our:g man. Several of 
yery dear Friends, who had wy croſſed the Atlantic, wrote | 
* 3 


0 


* 


\ * 
V 


38 A HISTORY OF THE. - 
him, and warmly invited him to follow them; but he ſtuck eloſe 
to his native country, and was eminently uſeful in it. re 
1714. Swanſea, Whitſun-week, For want of the letter bf 
this year, all we know 's, that two Queries were anſwered here. 
It was now a very gloomy time in England; the Pretender was 
like to come in, and the Nonconformiſts were in great danger of 
Fed 


- 


another perſecution z but on the 1ſt of Auguſt, enſuing this 
aſſociation, Yuzen Anne died, and was ſucceeded by George the 
Firſt. , This remarkable providence diſpelled the gloom, and 
— thankſgivings, many years, were — ore by the 
Baptiſts in Wales for the deliverance of the iſt of Auguſt 1714. 
1715. The Blaevau records fay, that in 1715 no query was 
pro ed. The aſſociation this year was at Hengerd; but not 
aving the letter, we cannot ſay who preached. This year the 
meeting-houſe at Blaenau was built. Mr. Abel Mergan was ſuc- 
ceeded there by Mr. William Philips and Mr. John — both 
of whom were raiſed up in that church; the fofmer was the 
ſenior man, but the latter the moſt able miniſter; he was ve 
active at home and in aſſiſting neighbouring churches. He col- 
lected the early account of the aſſociations before and after 
1700. „ | | 
1716. Llanwenarth, May 22d and 23d. The letter of this 
year contains this paragraph, © We beſeech you, that you con- 
tinue and perſevere in the way of truth, and never forget the late 
miraculous deliverance which the Lord wrought for as in this 
nation; when our enemies thought to make a prey of us, then 
did the. Lord wonderfully aeltere This refers to the Re- 
bellion in 1715, when ſeveral meeting-houſes were pulled down 
in England, and two at Wrexham. The death of the Queen, 
on the 1ſt of Auguſt 1714, wasconſidered as the beginning of the 
deliverance; therefore, at the cloſe of the letter, they ſay, - 
We deſire that you obſerve the 1ſt of Auguft, and the firſt 
. Wedneſday of every month throughout the year, in rement- 
| berance of our late deliverance.” 'I'wo queries were anſwered. 
Next aſſociation to be at Blaenau, in the Whitſun- week. Bro- 
mor John Jenkins to preach ; in caſe of failure, Brother Nathan 
A. | 
1717. Blaenau, June 12. The letter of this year is not 
long, but takes affectionate notice of the late deliverance, and 
the new favourable King ; reminds the churches to obſerve the 
Iſt of Auguſt, and the Wedneſday: as before. Next aſſociation 
to be at Llanclli, Brother Morgan Griffiths to preach, in caſe of 
failure, Brother Fobn Harris. The letter was ſigned by Nathan 
Davis, Richard Williams, Morgan Griffiths, Jobn Harris, Somuel 
— Timothy Lewis, David James, Enoch Francis, and 7 homas 
David. "WT. W 
Kadnorſpire and Llanafun have been mentioned before more 
than once; they had now been long the ſame church, but had 
two miniſters. Formerly Mr. Thomas Evans was in Brectnocl- 
Hire, and the meeting was kept at his houſe, called Pentre. Lo 
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fon, Mr. Caleb Evans, ſacceeded in the Pentre part in Rreckroc- 


Hire. In Radneribire, fermerly Mr. Henry Gregery was miniſter, 
but now Mr. Nathan Davis; their meeting place was called 
Cum, commonly written in Engliſh Coomb, I hey had another 


meeting place in Most cmeryſhire, called Garth, all one church. 
This year a mere trifle raiſed a {ad contention among them, 
ſo that the Pentre part ſeparated and adminiſtered ordinances 
among themſelves, This affair was laid beſore the aſſociation, 
and grieved them much; they were ſorry the Pentre part had 

o e ſo far; they conſidered the ſubje&, diſapproved the 
Bea gave their ſentiments, and deſired all the churches 
to keep the 25th of the ſame month to faſt and pray on account 
of that church, that peace might be reſtored, and ſatan rebuked, 
&c. This letter was figned by Richard Williams, Philip Fones, 
Morgan Griffti's, John Harris, Mergan Jenes, David James, 


Samuel Fines, Fame: Williams, and Nicholas Edwards, . \ 


this aſſociation, died the excellent Mer 5 


January precedin 


Timothy Thomas, of Per/hore, in M orcgſterſbire, who had been a 


noted preacher in the counties of Montgomery, Denbigh, and 
Flint, before he removed to Per/hore in 1696, though he was 
then only about twenty years of age, —A worthy man 
1718. Llanilli, Whitſun-week. Llanelli was a branch of 
Swanſea church, but in Carmaribenſbire. This letter takes par- 
ticular notice of the indulgence of providence in placing ſuch a 
King upon the throne. " | 8 
1719. Rhydwiliz, Whitſunweek. The letter this year con- 
ſiſted of warnings and cautions to the churches. They were re- 
minded of the above-mentioned days of prayer, and were ex- 
horted to beware of fin, contention, &c. The reconciliation 
was not yet made between Coomb and Pentre. Queries were 
anſwered. The next aſſociation to be at Tr:/zoed; Brother Jabs 
2 to preach, if he fails, Brother Jahn Harris, Several 
oo the dad e os ae A 
On the 22 e „preceding this meeting, the au 
of this Hiſtory was born. yy This time his father, ang 
ſome neighbours, were ſrrongly inclined to go to America; lay 
ing hold of the infant hand of his new. born child, he ſaid, 
« This little hand, probably, will hereafter be ridding, and 
clearing land in Penn/lvania.” But it was pe as, and 
ann ſaid, N. ht THT Ro 
1720. Troſzoed, un-week. s letter in 
general, the — were in peace, and great alben in 
made to ſome. Direction was given how to behave towards 
young men be — to preach, particularly not to eacougage 
the bold and forward; nor to diſcourage the low aud diſſidlent 
in their own eyes. About that time, there were two you 
2 | 20 a bee e ku wig gps pf 2 father 
id, The e cannot keep R. W. out of the ; ul it, 
put E. E. in” The former cauſed great trouble, a — gh A 
no in doctrine, and profane in practice. The other wore - 
| | C4 | very 


/ 


who ſigned t 


— 


' Grijfths, Fohn Harris, 


averarth for many years. Signed by 7 57 Harris, 
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very well to old a „ but never would be ordained ; et was an 


excellent afiiftant in the miniſtry during life and ſtren Here 
it was ordered that the circular letter ſhould be twice in 
the year, and days of thankſgiving were agreed upon, as be- 
fore. The next aſſocistion to be at Coomb, Radnor/hive, in the 
Whitſun-week, Brother Fohn Harris to preach, or Brother Enoch 
Francis. Signed by 75 nm Tenkins, Joſhua James, Morgan 
illiam Philips, Thomas Price, Richard 

Will:ams, and ſeven more, who probably were not miniſters. 
Mr. Philip — lied about this time. He was among thoſe 
e reſult of the conſultation upon the affair at 
Coomb and Pentre in 1717. He was an aſſiſting miniſter at Rhyd- 
wwilim, From ſeveral circumſtances it is conjectured, that his 
brother removed to live in Gloucger//-ire, and was father to the 
late venerable Mr. Philip Fones, paſtor of the church at Gre 


upon Severn; which he ſerved with deſerved repute about 
years; and his ſon, Mr. Edmund Jones, was a very reſpectable 
miniſter and paſtor of the baptiſt church at Exon, Devon, where 
he died 15th of April 1765, aged 43. 

1721. Coomb, 3oth, and 3ſt of May. This letter notes in 
the general, the peace and proſperity of the churches ; and 
mingles various complaints of negligence and lukewarmneſ, with 
ſuitable exhortations and motives, Two queries were anſwered 
well. Days of thankſgiving ftill continued. The next aſſocia- 
tion to be at Herpes Brother Enoch Francis to preach, or 
Broth.r William Meredith, who was a worthy _— at Llan- 

noch Francis, 
Nathan Davis, William Davis, Griffiths, David Fames, 


Lewes, &c. 


Though the letter ſays nothing of the reſtoration of peace 
between Coomb and Pentre, yet this meeting promoted it, and 
ſoon after it was bro ght about. The terms of the reconcilia- 


tion are inſerted in the Blaenau church book by Mr. Fobn Harris, 
who was a valuable recorder. This year the Baptiſt Confeſſion 


of Faith, ſet forth in London 1689, was publiſhed in elſb. Some 
churches had, before this, wrote Confeſſions themſelves, but 
agreeable to that form of ſound words. | EAT 
In 1721, Mr. Fo/eph Price died, aged 60. He was a native 
of the Hay pariſh, in Brecknock/bire, and preached at Llazigon, 
Pentre, &c. before 1689. He undertook the paſtoral care at 
Tewkſbury, in Gleucefterſhire, 1695, where he was very acce 
table and uſeful, as well as in the neighbouring churches, till 
finiſhed his courſe. | - | Rs 
1722, Hengoed, 15th and 16th of May. Cauſes of joy and 


ſorrow are mentioned in this letter, and emphatical obſervations 


made on the great deliverance by the acceſſion of King G 
with a charge given to mind the days of thankſgiving. By this 


letter, it appears, that contention begun m a church not 


named ; healing meaſures were propoſed. yon RY 
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aaa Brother David Fame: to preach, or Brother 
Nathan Davis. This year the indefatigable Abe! Morgen reſted 
from his labours in Pennflvania, having ſerved his tion 


genera 
in that country near ten years. He had a r | 


raifing the church at Montgomery, in that province, with 2 — 
tual . from the Ancient Britons. He helped 
them into a church in 1719; and the very year e dit. this 
young church very ly by his direction, called to-the 
Meſirs. Benjamin Gri e am and Fo/eph Eaten, | both from 
TO: as noted above, and y were both ordained, 
pears from Mr. M. Edwards's materials. Mr. A. Morgan 
wan bat t about 49 when he died. 8 
cler in — of which. four originated from 


Principality. 

The worthy aſſiſtant to Dr. Price, about 1699, Mr. Nathaniel 
Morgan, named above, died 21ſt of November 1722, aged — 
He lived the latter of histime at II Cafle, Maass 
Beſides the preſent Dr. S. Stennett's mother, he had ſeveral ami- 
able daughters, married into * and ref} le families in 

England; it is ſaid, one to Mr. Roberts of Abingdon, another ta 
Mr. Noble of Bridgewater, &C. 
1723. Llamwenarth, Whitſun-week. The letter of this year 
mentions additions to moſt of the churches. Mr. Fobn Harris 
was now tranſlating into Welſb, a book, intitled, , New Hea- 
vens and a new Earth ;” he was here to pro- 


encouraged 
ceed. A que was anſwered. Thankſgiving days ſtill recommend- 
ed. Hint of the contention mentioned laſt year, but no church 
named. The next aſſociation to be at Blaenau, Brother Nathaw 


Davis to preach, in caſe of failure Brother Samuel. Jones. 
Signed by Richard Williams, F my enkins, 22 amet, Jabs 
Harris, an =_ it be, Wi eredith, Y Vans, 
Walker, Pbili Morgan, Fobn Philips, &c. Ti obn Evans 
was a brother „ to Mr, Cal b Evans, at Pentre; Mr. 
222 8 and aſſiſtant to 9 ney 
comb ; Mr. Philip en 

Mr. oba Philips, a youn ng candidate at Rhydrwilim, | 

1724 Blaenau, Whitign-week. Many added to ſome of the 
churches. But this was a moſt afflictive meeting; the contention. 
mentioned the two preceding years was by this time grown to an 
awful height, from a mere trifle, and it was in the famous 


and exellent church at Rhydrwilim. They were now ſplit into 


two parties, each adminiſtering ordinances, receiving 
&c. one party conſiſting of about eighty members, and the other 


of about one — forty. Mr. abe enkins with one part, 


and Mr. David James with the other. miniſters here were 
grieved much on account of it; Mr. Fo/oua James, — 
56 —. did all he could to reconcile matters, and others 
aſfiſied, but all failed then. 


In the letter, F F 


to love, peace, and ſelf-devial. The firſ — 
mon 


| 
| 
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month, for half a year, was appointed for faſting and prayer, on 


account of this diſtreſſing affair. Next aſſociation to be at the 


new meeting-houſe near Llanelli, a branch of Swenſes church. 
Brother Samuel Jones to preach, or Brother William Meredith. 
The churches were requeſted to pray earneſtly that the next meet- 
ing might be more comfortable. The letter was ſigned by twenty 
miniſters and meſſengers. The aged and reſpectable Mr. Richard 
Williams was not among them; he died . perhaps before 
the meeting. He had faithfully ſerved Tro/poed, Olchon, and 


_ -Llanigon, for many years; he was a remarkable peace-maker 
They had a _— of trouble after he was gone to reſt, | 


1725. Llanelli, 18th and 19th of May. A mournful letter. 
The appearance of, the churches not as in years paſt : from the 
beginning they commonly commended the churches. for their 


_ readineſs to ſend their meſſengers to their aſſociation; but now 


they complain that meſſengers were not ſent, who might be very 
uſeful in the meeting. Indeed, miniſters and meſſengers were 
much grieved the preceding year: yet, after all, this meeting 
ended comfortably : the two miniſters at the head of the parties 
at Rhydwilim were preſent, aud each acknowledged his fault, and 
a foundation was laid for a happy reconciliation. This was in 
anſwer to many fervent prayers in public and in private. At this 
meeting there was a query received from Llantriſaint; that 
church was rather in a dying ſtate. The churches were defired to 
obſerve days of thankſgiving for what was done towards peace, 
in proportion to their days of prayer laſt year. The next meet- 
ing to be at Cilfowyr, (pronounced Kilvorwyr) formerly Cilcam. 
Brother Caleb Evans to preach, or Brother William Philips ; the 
latter was the ſenior miniſter at Blaenau. - Signed by Nathan 
Davis, Morgan Jones, Samuel Jones, William Phillips, James 
Williams, Caleb Evans, Abel Francis, Grifith Jones, Evan Fd. 
ward, Miles Ilarris, and fix more. | F 4 | 
1726. - Cilfowyr, Whitſun-week, The meeting-houſe® here 
was built ten years before. It is rather a wonder the aſſociation 
had not met in it ſooner. This letter obſerves, that the churches 
were moſtly at peace, but laments much the bad effects of con- 
tention and ſtrife. The Rhydzvilim affair was here finiſhed, 
and directions were given to cultivate and eſtabliſh. peace. Mr. 
David James died before this meeting, but he was at the laſt, 
and ſo at the beginning of the peace. There were valuable 
men on each fide in this unhappy contention. But through the 
goodneſs of God it ended well; it is recorded here as a caution 
to future ages. There were two queries fom Llantriſaint. The 
brethren about Pontypool, in Monmouth bire, wiſhed to build a meet- 
ing-houſe, and to be aſſiſted. The next aſſoeiation to be at Szoan- 
ka ; Brother Nathan Davis to preach, or Brother Morgan Grif+ 
at hs. Signed by N. Davis, Mergan Griffiths, 2 Harris, Samuel 
Jenes, William Meredith, Caleb Evans, Enoch Francis, Fohn 
Fenkins, Thomas Matthias, Miles Harris, Griffith Jones, c., 
Soon after this meeting Nathan Pauis finiſhed his courſe; for ke 


\ 
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died the 8th of June 1725, aged 63. It is rather ſingular 
that three ſucceſſive paſtors ſhould each die at the age of 63, yet 


ſo it happened here to Meſirs. Henry Gregory, 
Roger N aller; likewiſe Mr. Caleb Evans, a collea 


N. Davis, and Mr. John Harris of Blaczau, died at the fame 
age. It is eaſy to learn how acczptable. Mr. N. Davis was 
in his miniſtry, from his being ſo often appointed to preach at 
the aſſociation, He was warm and manly in his natural temper ; 


quick and ready in his miniſter;a} talents. 


Here it may be noted, that Llantriſaunt has been mentioned 
in the number of churches: from the beginning; though it was 
very low after the death of Mr, Zaarrel; it was called alſo 
Llaggum, U, &c. It bore the laſt name, eſpecially while 
Nr. Mergan lived there, and preached at the Caſtle, or near 
it. After his death there was a kind of a new formation of it 


at Lantriſaint again; but ſtill it was weak. 


Till this time we have had no account of any new church 


ſince 1704, but this year Per-y-wai was conſtituted; 


ents. were members of Swanſea and Hengoed, They choſe Mr. 
Gri/jth Janes, abovenamed more than once, for their paſtor. He 
was ſon of Mr. Morgan Joner, the paſtor of Swanſea, Now 


the churches were 12 in number. 
| Swanſea, 234 and 24th of May. Here the 


1727. 

eas 4. joy that the meeting was more comfortable than in 
years paſt, and that peace was reſlored; and that in ſome places 

a wide door was opened to preach he goſpel. Here was ſome 

debate about the eternal ſiliation or generation of the Son of God: 

but it was adviled, that miniſters ſhould preach the plain, clear 
oſpel, and not puzzle the people with inexplicable myſteries. 


Here was ſome debate alſo about — to 
ſeveral reaſons were 2 for it. 
Rhydwilim, Brother 


keep a 


calling of young men to the min 
Gr FA - 


he next meeting to be at 
organ Jones to preach, or Brother Z 


The perſons who began the above debates were conſidered as 
ſwerving from the truth, therefore the churches were defired to 
* of faſting and prayer on their account, the laſt week 

in june; and they were adviſed to be LEP cautious in the 
ittry. Signed by Morgan 

Margan Jones, Fobn Harris, Encch Francis, Calis 


Davis, and 
with Mr. 


the conſtitu- 


brethren ex- 


ſinners; and 


Evans, Jobn Davis, Roger David; Samuel Fones, ke... 1 
There were terms in the reconciliation between Pentre and | 
Coomb, that were to continue during the lives of the two mini- = | 

ſters, in their alternate way of preaching, &c. When Mr. . | 


Davis died, theſe terms were no longer binding 
ſocieties ſeparated, Then'Pentteſent/a letter to th 


and has been ever ſince a ſeparate church. This made 
_ n mY 70 
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- 1728, Rhygwilim, (11th and tath uf June. This is 


and affectionate letter. It contains comfortable accounts from the 
churches, all in peace, and moſt of them proſperous. One 


and the two # 
e aſlociatioh, (| 
the n 
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church wiſhed to have fixed days for preaching on church order, 
diſcipline, duties of members, &c, It does not appear whether 
this was agreed to. But it is obſerved, that the miniſters who 
agitated the debates of laſt year, agreed with the aſſociation for 
preaching to ſinners. There were three young miniſters about 
that time who joined in ſome ſingularities. t it is ſuppoſed 
that it was the man mentioned above, who could not be krpt out 
of the pulpit *, that led the other two. He was filenced long 

fore he died. The other two refigned the miniſtry. The 
writer of theſe pages long knew the three, and hopes well of 
two of them; one of them was, he believes, very orthodox; 
the other had his peculiarities about the perſon of Chriſt, but 
was a ſerious man, and inoffenſive in his morals. 

The churches are directed to read the letter of 1720. The 
next aſſociation to be at Llangloffan. Brother Enoch Francis to 
preach, or in caſe of failure, Brother Fobn Philips, Mr. Joſhua 
James, paſtor at Llaewerarth, died in 1728 a worthy miniſter, 

1729. Llangleffan, Whitſun-week. This place was a diſtant, 
but fruitful branch of Rhyaawilim. Complaints were now made 
of ſome churches who only ſent their letters, but no meſſengers, 
to the aſſociation. The catechiſm, perhaps that by Mr. tach, 
and Cole on God's Sovereignty, to be both reprinted in Welſh, 

Arminian doctrines now gave uneafineſs to the Baptiſts. They 

had made diſturbances among the Independents and Preſbyterians, 
for near twenty years before, ſoon after the diſputes in London 
about Dr. Cribs works, and Dr. Daniel William's writings . 
The latter was a native of Wrexham. ( 


- 


The ſermon preached here by Mr. E. Francis, upon Cant. viii. 


12. was print It does not a that any of the aſſociation 
ſermons had been printed 2 

The next affociation to be at Hengoeu, brother John Fenkins to 
preach, or Brother Caleb Evans. Many figned as uſual ; David 
Oaven from Llanelli, and Thomas Jones of Penyvai, for the firſt 


time. | l 

The meeting-houſe near Pontypool, mentioned in 1727, was 
this year finiſhed, and a new church was formed. The conſti- 
tuents were members from Blaenau, Llanwenarth, and Hengoed, 
who were fituated conveniently. Their firſt paſtor was Mr. 
Miles Harris, then a very popular preacher, and of great ac- 
ceptance. Now they were 14 — | 

1730. Hengoed. As the letter of this year never came to our 
hands, we can = no epitome of it; but the meeting was 
uncomfortable. There were very warm debates upon general 
redemption, and other articles connected with it; Mr. E. 


Francis, it has been faid, had work enough to moderate ſome 
tempers. His own diſpoſition was excellent, and he was a fan 
of no ſmall influence. Mr. Charles Winter, a member at Hen. 


goed, was promiſing for the miniftry, and was encouraged ta 
ſs + + See page 39, of this Hiſtory, 
| $® 


re, or fora long while after. 
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to Briftol for further under Mr. ey 
t he choſe to go to Carmarthen, under Mr. Perrot, 


kded with Mr, Winter, and there RT 
tion. Mr. David Rees, from London, —.— 
to fee his friends, he interpoſed, and 
the intereſt he had in the affections of 
to continue in communion z ſo the debate 
ferent were ſtill held. Mr. Inter con 
but not TR his jar tenets. He was 
te 


and | 


. —— 


2 The 


nn] and other articles called Cal 
are ſet in the of this letter, which we 

form in thaks — The churches are ſaid to 

ſeveral added to many of them; diſcipline obſerved 


never ſaw. 


— 
and 


viniſtic, 


unſound in doQrine excluded. It is noted further, how 
the ancient Britons were. till — 
came in like a flood. Miniſters and — wa 


take heed to the truth. It is a good d and let- 
ter. It was a peaceable meeting. Not — years letter, 
we know not who. was appointed to preach here. As — 
did not mention in the letter who had at the aſſociati 
Next meeting to be at Blaenau, Brother Griffith, Janes to preach, 
or Brother John Fentins. 3 them 
Roger David, i 0 the Leh par 2 David 
n . Wan 

In 1731, a new_churc Moleftca, in Pembroke-. 
ſhire. n t branch of lim. This 
6 The churches | 
were now 15 in | 

1732. Han zoth and 3 iſt of May. The Conſeſlion of 2 
Faith was prefixed to this letter, like the laſt. Joy was ex- 
Preſſed becauſe the churches did Arive — 2 — 


excluding thoſe who extended redemption beyond election, æ . 
There was a query, Whether it were nee and profitable 
to preach deemed Chriſt upon the earth 1000 years?” Re- 
obo * That the Aſſociation in general looked upon that to be 
a truth, and under a bleſling, it might be profitable, 33 | 
with good light and underſtanding, : with much caution.” | 
About 1726 or 1727, many had been added to Blaenas | 
Hengoed. This occafioned many debates about Baptiſm.: Theres 
were two young miniſters then very zealous in the debate, Mr. 
Miles Harris for Believer's Baptiſm, and Mr. Edmund Jara for 
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Infant Baptiſm. It had at length ſo diſturbed the country, that 
both ſides appointed a meeting upon the ſubject; not ſo much to 
dedate it, às te take mere care of tempers, cenſures, &. 
There were ſeveral miniſters” preſent; ſome conceſſions made, 
and one forgave the other and agreed in future to aim at the 
gloryof God, the oredit of the Goſpel, and the preſerving of each 
others reputation.“ The agreement was written, fighed; at- 
teſted and printed, on half a ſheet. The Baptiſts who ſigned 
were, Mr. Spun of Hengocd, and Mr. Jobn Harris, and Mr, 
Miles Harris of Blasnau; the Pædopaptiſts, Meſſrs. Dawia Ni. 
liam; Daniel Rogers, and Edmund Foner, of Pennymain ; James 5 
Daus, E ban Fon, and Jentin Leauii, of Merthbyretydfil-z theſe © 
were alt paſtors, preachers, or candidates. Five atteſted the 
agreement; the firſt of whom was Mr. Fowler Walker, the In- 
dependent miniſter. at Abergavenny. This agreement was at- 
tended to for ſome years. - It was dated in 1728. But early in 
1732, a piece-upon Infant Baptiſm was publiſhed in Engliſh b 
Mr. Malter, the firſt witneſs above. It was ſoon publiſhed alſo 
in Welſh. For this reaſon our brethren agreed, at the Blaenas' * 
aſſociation, to publiſſi, in Welſh, Mr. Charles Doe's ſmall tract of 
40 texts of ibripture, on Believers Baptiſm ; and a letter was ſent 
to Mr. Walker,” by Mr. Dau Rees, of London, turned into - 
Welſh; and printed the ſame year, with a promiſe therein, that 
his book would be. further conſidered at leiſure. | 
The next affociation to be at Pen ui. Brother Jobn Fenkins 
to preach, or Brother Miles Harri. 7 4 | 
17337 Pei-y-fai, 4 5th and 16th of May. Here the churches 
are all named in the preamble,” thus, Fey-y-fas, 'Hengoed, Pen- y- 
garn, Lianwenarih, Blacau, Llantrijaint, Llanigon, Swanſea,” 
Cilfowyr; Rhyaruitim, Pentre, Ruck; Molefton, and Newcaſtle, 
Theſe muſt be a little explained, to make out the Men. Here 
are but fourteen. names, Oichon and Treſgocd were two before 
Mr: Richard Milliam came to them; during his time they were 
as one; after his death, they were for years uncomfortable, and 
unſettled . but, in 1729, they ſeparated again, and Llanigon 
then joined Treſgoed. In 1731, Mr. Philip Morgan was ſettled 
and -ordained-at the place laſt mentioned, and Mr. V. I illiams, 
a young man from C:{fowyr, ſettled at O/chon, the tame year. 
It ſeems; there was no meilenger from this place at Peng ai, 
unleſs. it is omitted in our copy. Co:mb was now removed to 
Rock, and Gland wr to'Newcaftle. By theie new names they went 
for many years. So explained, the churches appear to be 18. 
The letter complains of falſe doctrines. publicly heard in the 
miniſtry: with theſe two of the churches were affected for years: 
Hengoed is already mentioned; to which muit be added, New- 
caſtle, which was Mr. E. Francis's own church. He publiſhed 
a book on the ſubject, in his mild and affectionate way, under 
this title, A Word in Seaſon.” But his couſin Mr. Abel Ry ö 
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took the other fide, and preached his ſentiments more 
than Mr. Winter, and about 1736, went gradually off 1 5 | 
Pzdobaptiſts, who were with him for general redem tion. 

Here it ſhould be mentioned, that the venerable, worthy, x 
and unwearied Mr, oh by Jenkins died 30 of oy 37 33s aged 77. 
This was ſoon after his lon Journey oP ear, where. 
be was appointed to pr : he was 6 ed 55 en , 
Matthias, who had long been his aſſiſtant and collea alleaue ROPE 0 

The next meeting to be at Peng- gars; Brother B. Francis 0 
preach, or Brother x 5 Devi. here were ſeventeen. names © 
to this letter, few of the old ones, Mr. Fobn Fentins is the firit, 
2 * was his laſt time of figning. The young ones wers 

id, Thomas Williams, David Owen, Fabn Mangas, 
* organ en arris, Jobn Davis, Thomas Jenes, Vn. Davis, Kc. 
moſt of whom are N above. 

1734. Dag eg, 5th $649. This was the, new ack nal c 
new houſe near Pontypool ; THIS 18 4 KIND or A NEW 
ERA TO THE ASSOCIATION. rg rod of the Weftern Con- 
rention, ours agreed to have an Aſſociation book. to write in it 
the circular letter annually, and for that purpoſe it was to be 
carried to the yearly meeting. In the Fara their letter 
were deſired to mention to t » aflociation, their a wi 
the; articles ſet forth by the Elders and Brethren in London, in 1 4 
the year 1689. I 5 rches were deſired ta conſider things, 
and give their opinion next year. The letter, in future, was to - 
mention who preached at the meeting, as well as who were ap 
pointed for the next meeting. It ſays this year, That Brother 
Francis preached in Welſh, from Matt, xxiv. 4 4! and as an 
additional new favour, Brother Foſett of Brifiol, preached in q 
Engliſh, from 2 Tim. iv. 7. The letter expreſſes 12 88 dif. 
agreeable debates were ina d meaſure ceaſed. The churches. 
were informed that Mr. D. Rees Treatiſe on Baptilm, i in anſwer 
to Mr, Waker, was out. fk oli ad hare Iece, The 
new church at Molefon had loſt. all their three oioen | in one 
on) their paſtor Mr. Griffith #7lliams, a ruling Elder, N 

acon;- breaches indeed] The next meeting to 10 b ar. 7 
Brother Roger David. to preach, or Brother Mile 1 9 : 
4 7 l the ed paſto 2 e 1 

n 1 1 very a r o 
caſtle clash, M r. e — He had been in a confide: Y 
part of the SIS IE tis ſuppoſed he was ſome. years ahove--7 
eighty.” My, 2 had now been a conſide time the 08 
— >. of the church, 

1736s, Llanelli, "Whitſun-week. An efeAiooate letter this þ 
year ; the churches moſtly in Pres and all of them named r 
in the front of the letter, except Llanigon put for Tro/zeed. 2 
agreement wich the confeſſion of 1689 on tioned, and i it con- 
tinued to be ſo, in the letters to and ſtgm the Aſſociation, ne, 
e n . till of late Nr nn Was 4 


= 
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fired that the letters from the churches might not be tbo long; 
and after conſultation, it was ed, that Claxelli ſhould be 
formed into a church, and be no — — branch of r 3 
lay far on the Weſt, and in Carmarth:nſpire. My. David Owen, 
one of "themſelves, was ordaĩned, and had been in the miniftry 
about ten years. He was choſen to be their paſtor, but 46 
om ember og 4 he was to aſſiſt there at times, by 
agreement. Now there were 16 churches. | WP [oh 
A ſuitable and acceptable ſermon was preached. by Brother 
Roger David, from 1 Tim. iv. 16. This letter was ſigned "by 
the former names, with the addition of Evan Thomas, — 4 
and worthy paſtor at Moleſfon. | | 
1736. Rhydwilim, 18 and 16th' of June. Brother Mils 
Harris ed, from Rom. x. 15, and in the evening Brother 
Hugh Ewvany, of Briſtol, from Epheſians iii. 8. He ſon of 
Mr. Caleb Evans, of Pentre, was then aſſiſtant to Mr. Fer 
tert, at Broadmead, Briflol, There was here a query from 
Treſgoru, Whether perſons of different ſentiments [ about laying ax" 
on of hands) might be admitted to, and continued in, communion?” | 
The anſwer in the affirmative, provided they did not hold any. 
doctrines contrary to the word. The venerable, laborious," a 
acceptable Mr. Samuel Jones, the firſt paſtor at Cilfowyr, finiſhed ' 
is courſe this year, aged 80. He was remarkable for his'witti- 
ciſms, but uſed them to purpoſe. His ſayings. were long 
— churches in South Walrs, which he now and 


1737. Nrwcafle, Whitſun-week. This church was now of” 
full 40 years ſtanding, yet never had the Afﬀociation before.— 
Probably it was for want of a convenient place. The letter 
mentions peace in the churches, and an addition to all, except 
one ortwo. Means of grace plenty, and hearers numerous. Bro- 
ther Morgan Griffiths preached, from Acts xxvi. 28. 1 

Hitherto the churches in Wales had been very ſtrict for laying 
on of hands on the baptized, ever ſince 1689, or ſoon after. 
Meſſrs. B. Keaoh and V. Rider had been in this practice; but 
there had been little debate about it till now. At Tewel, a 
young man propoſed for communion. Queſtions” being aſked, _ 

about laying on of hands, he acknowledged that he was” not 
clear in it. This "cated the ſubject to be inveſtigated. The 

conſequence was, that Mr. Philip Morgen, 'the „ and Mr. 
Wai „ his colleague; were fully perſuaded that it was 
not properly a goſpel ordinance,” So upon this article there was 
no debate and warmth at Newcaſtle. But the two mini- 
ſets" continued in their perſuaſion during life, and it has been 
ſeldom uſed in chat church ſince that time. , 

This year Mr. T om Tones of Pen- fai, and family, and 
Mr. Wa. Davis, formerly at Llantriſaint, failed to Aumica. 
The former ſettled in 1778, with a new church at Tulgrbolun, in 
— — and was ordained there in 1740. Moſt, or all the 

nents of this church, as well as their paſtor, were from the 


* 
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Principality. Mr. Jones continued in that place many years; 
and maintained an honourable character to the laſt ; but ad- 
vancing in age, reſigned the miniſtry there, and preached ocea- 
konally. He died comfortably in 1788, in the 87th year of his 
age. A pleaſing account of the circumſtances of his death I had 
from his ſon, the preſent juſtly reſpected Dr. Samuel Jenes, pal- 
tor of the church at Lower Dublin, near Philadelphia, who Was 
about three years of age when he ſailed with his father from Pin- 
„ai; the letter is dated March 31, 1788, and runs thus, The 
other day I attended the funeral of my honoured father, I paid 
him two or three viſits during his aff illneſs, and found him re- 
markably comfortable in his mind; his faith being ſtrong, his 
hope firm, his evidences clear, his views of glory tranſporting, 
and his defires ardent; yet calm and reſigned. Some of his laſt 
words, when indeed he was ſcarce able to ſpeak, were, Joy! joy! 
Joy !—The following is what appeared in our public prints on 
the occaſion. ** On Monday the 24th of March, departed this life; 
in Chefter county, the Rev. Thomas Fones, in the 87th year of 
his age. The Thurſday following his remains were interred in the 
Baptiſt burial ground at Tredyffryn, attended by à large and 

65 ble concourſe of people; on which occaſion a Mithetie 
diſcourſe was delivered from Matt. iv. 44. by Rev. John Baggers 
pf Newcaſtle county.— This truly venerable man, and father in 
the goſpel miniſtry, havin gn with fidelity and 3 
tion the ſeveral duties both of public and private life, through 
ſuch a long ſeries of years, and ſuſtaining with chriſtian pa- 
ience, may uncommon reſignation, the affliction of a very tedious 
illneſs, finally reſted from Nis labours in confident aſſurance of 2 
bleſſed immortality, diſcovering to the laſt, that he partook of 
thoſe divine conſolations, which are but ſeldom experienced even 
by thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus.” 4 r 

Mr. William Davis ſettled firſt at Vinctnt; he thence tertibved 
to New Britain, and had the joint care of that church with Mr. 
Nec Eaton till 1749) when Mr. Eaton died. Mr. Davis was the 
ucceſſor there till his death on Oct. 3, 1768. The three firſt paſ- 
tors of this church, and many, if not molt of the conſtituents, were 
* likewiſe from the Principality *. E 

This year died the lively and excellent Mr. John Harris, paſ- 
tor of the church at Blaenau. His colleague, Mr. William Phil- 
lips, died ſeven years before. Mr. Harris was one of the firſt 
canſtituents of the church in 1696. He had the hondur to ba 
tize his own father, and was very happy in his children. Hi 
eldeſt ſon Harry, was baptized at ſixteen years of ages in 75. 
His daughter Lydia, was baptized at fifteen, in 1716. And his 
youngeſt ſon Morgan, at fourteen,, in 1720.9 ho ſucceeded his: 
father in the paſtoral care. Mr. John Harris, as is intimated be- 


* See Mr. Edwards's Materials towards 2 Hiſtory of the Baptiſts in 


Pennſylvania, p 48— $54. | 2 1 2 
| » fors, 


—ä—ũàũ4 — cy _ 


— . CC IC 


— — — 


— 322 


1 
as — —ñ—§—L— — ———— 


| , 
1 


— ' . WF WIRE. 
—— a — a — 


E - 4 BISTORYOF THA 


fore, was, in his day, the beſt writer of church records that has 
been found in the Principality, at leaſt among the Baptiſts, 

1738. Hengoed, 23d and 24th of May. The aſſociation letter 
complains of Arminianiſm up and down the country. The 
churches were moſtly proſperous, yet not without ſorrow. There 
was now a diſagreeable contention at Cilfozyr about a ſucceſſor 
to the late Paſtor. Mr. Jamer Williams had long been an ac- 
ceptable help in the miniſtry, and part of the ſociety thought it 
but right for him to ſucceed in the paſtoral care, The other 
part thought that Mr. David Thomas, who had exerciſed his gifts 
with acceptance for ten or twelve years, obgh younger, E 
populat and acceptable, might be more beneficial to the church 

n ati aged perſon. Tempers on both fides were too warm 
on the occaſion, The aſſociation adviſed in the beſt manner 
they could, and a day of faſting and prayer was appointed 
through the churches on their account, with a due remembrance 
of qthers. Mr. Thomas Matthias, the paſtor of Rhydwilim, preach- 
ed from Jer. iii. 15. a text very ſuitable to thoſe times, when 
paſtors were removed every year. | ; 
On the 11thof June, this year, died the truly Rev. Mr. Morgan 
Griffiths, paſtor at Hengoed, aged 6 He was highly reſpedied 
of men, and much owned of God, <. 5.4 
1739. Llairwenarth, 12th and 1 cher June. The letter this 
year Expreſſes joy and gladneſs, becauſe prayefs had been an- 
ſwered, advice received, contention had ceaſed, and reconcilia- 
tion was made. Cilfowyr church had agreed to ordain the two 
miniſters mentioned under laſt year, that. they might adminiſter 
the ordinances alternately. The two miniſters agreed very well, 
the ſenior ſoon failed age, and the work fell upon the 
junior. This letter, as ſeveral before had done, Eautions the 
churches againſt ſuffering young men to go out in a diſorderly _ 
way to preach. Brother Griffith Jenes preached from 1 Cor. iv; 
1, 2, and Brother Hugh Evans from Phil. iv 8. the latter part: 
This is the firſt time that we notice a MoDERAaTOR men- 
tioned in the letters; it fas been the conſtant method ſinee, and 
poſſibly it was before, for the miniſter who preached to be mo- 
derator. The perſons, who ſigned here, were Griffith Jones, 
MODERATOR, Thomas Matthias, Roger David, David, Richard; 
Roger Walker, David Owen, Evan I homat, David Lewis, Enoch 
Francis, Morgan Harris, -David Thomas, Thomas Dawid, Jacob 
Rees, Griffith Davis, Miles Harrys, Phillip Morgan, William 
Herbert, and ſeveral who were not miniſters. eſe are new 
names compared with the former. | 


The truly venerable Mr. Caleb Evans, of Pentre, died in April 
receding this meeting, and was ſucceeded by his Brother, Me. 
955 Evans. J | RY 

1740. Cilfowyr. Whitſun- week. The circumſtances of the 
churches appeared hopeful, meeting houſes had been built; mi- 
wilicrial gifts were increaſing. This was a mercy, as > many paſ- 
. tors 
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ors Rad been lately removed. Brother Margan Harris preached 
from Job. xxxiii. 23. and Brother Hugh Evans: from 2 Kings 
ii. 14. Mr. Hugh Evans always preached in Engliſh and repeat- 
ed a little in Welſh. | i „ 
Notice was taken above of the debate at Hengoed about 1730s 
and how it then iſſued. On the deceaſe of the paſtor, poſſibly 
Mr. Winter's friends wiſhed and expected that he might ſucceed 
him, but there was a great majority againſt it. In. order to 
keep together it was neceſſary to find a paſtor that would ſuit 
bo ies. They could fix upon no ſuch perſon” but Mr. 
Griffith Fones, the paſtor at Pen-y-fai. It was thought an un- 
kind act to ſeparate a paſtor and people, who had mutually lov- 
ed each other ſo many years. But the caſe at Hergoed being fo 
ſingular, the paſtor was perſuaded to remove, and the church 
ſuffered it to be ſo. They had however much trouble, before 
they were comfortably ſettled again. Mr; Jenes and Mr. Min- 
ter were both of + ge; temper, and agreed as well as could 
have been expecten. k Ca ot 
| Year after year we have noticed the removal of ſeveral worthy 
—— who died in a good old age, after they had long and 
onourably ſerved their generations. Alas] gow a greater ſtroke 
was felt than any of late. Mr. Enoch Francis was removed in 
— precediny this meeting A ſtrong man, of a good con- 
ſtitution, about fi Are of age. This gave a ſhock to the 
whole aſſociation, and to all the country. He uſed to viſit the 
churches once or twice a year, as he could make it convenient, 
and crouds flocked to hear him, profeſſors and profane. Moſt 
of the perſons whoſe names appear in the letter of laſt year 
ſigned here, and alſo John Richard and Fobn Morgan ; theſe 
two were helpers at Cifowyr. Fohn David Nicholas, and Rees 
ones, were from Mr. Francis's church. As upon his deceaſe 
they had nv ordained miniſter, though ſeveral helpers ; they a- 
greed to ordain theſe two, and Mr. Thomas David, in May en- 
ſuing. Mr. Jones was then a promiſing young man. The other 
two were aged, and had been long in the miniſtry; 

1741. Blaenau, 19th and 2oth of May. This year's letter 
was long and good, containing reaſons of joy and ſorrow ; que- 
ries from ſeveral churches anſwered, and complaint of young 
men going out to preach irregularly. Brother David Owen 
preached from 1 Cor. xvi. 10. and latter part, Brother Fofctr, of 
— from 1 Theſ. 1. 5. This letter is ſigned by one or two 
and twenty miniſters, all dead now. Thomas Edwards, Milliam 
Phillips, Charles Winter, and Morgan David; were among them; 
alſo Griffith Davis, who was originally a member of, and then 
became Paſtor at Swanſea, where he had preached for ſometime 
with acceptance; before he was ſettled in the paſtoral care. 
There was an attempt of late years tp ſetup a $kMINARY®* 


There was ſome kind of . inſtruction given to young men at ponty- 
pool as early as 1734, though I think, no proper Tutor till about 1736 


er 17.37% | 
= | at 
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at r for the benefit of candidates for the miniſtry. This 
e 


year the following ſtudents Meflrs. Thomas Llewelyn from 
Hengoed, Morgan Edwards from Pen-y-garn, Edmund Watkins of 
Blaenau, Jonathan Francis and Timothy Thomas of Newcaſtle, were 
all promiſing for the miniſtry. The proſpe& of a Velſb ſeminary, 
it is thought, was as flattering and animating then as ever it has 
been ſince; but it never could be brought properly to bear, 
though many young men have received conſiderable aſſiſtance at 
Pontypool. | | 

1742. Llang!offan. Whitſun- week. A long comprehenſive let- 
ter at this time, which judiciouſly remarks many things in the 
courſe of Providence, The churches in peace, additions to moſt, 
and the means of grace plenty. Brother Grifith Davis and 


Brother Hugh Evans preached *. Several queries from different 


churches, upon diſcipline, anſwered. About this time Llantriſant 
church was quite diſſolved. Mr. Thomas Williams, who had been 

iginally a member at Hengocd, miniſtered here for ſome years; 
but about this time he turned to the people called Quakers, and 
the fe members belonging to Uſ joined Pen-y-garn. 

This year Aberduar church was conſtituted ; it had been a 
large and extenſive branch of Newcaftle church. Two of the 
three miniſters lately ordained, refiding near the young church, 
were among the firſt conſtituents of it. Meſſrs. Evan Saunders, 
Jobn Thomas, and Timothy Thomas, alſo had begun to exerciſe 
their miniſterial talents about 1740. They likewiſe were in the 
young church, and John David Nicholas, an ordained miniſter, 
was at Newcaſtle, the old place. Thus the churches were ſtill 
ſixteen in number. g 7 

1743. Cilfowyr. Whitſun-week. A particular circumſtance 
occaſioned the Aſſociation to be here again ſo ſoon. It was no 
contention, but love +. The precedin — mentioned the re- 
moval of many members by death; hut this fpeaks of the de- 
ceaſe of five miniſters ; Mr. John Davis, an aged, worthy aſſiſ 
tant, at Swanſea; Meſſrs. Roger David and William Meredith, at 
Llauauenartb; the firſt the paſtor, the latter a very worthy and 
aged aſſiſtant; Mr. William Herbert, the colleague at Treſgoed, 
a very acceptable preacher, who had come from the Inde pen- 
dants, and Mr. Evan Saunders, - 

Brother Miles Harzys preached from Jer. xv. 19. and brother 

Evan Fenkins in Engliſh and Welſh from 2 Tim. ii. 19. He 
was ſon to the late excellent Mr. Fohn Fenkins, and father to the 
preſent worthy Dr. Jeet Tenkins, of Wrexham, We meet with 
no account of the numbers added to the churches till this year. 
Now it is noted that 125 were added, and near 50 loſt by death. 
But this ſtate of the numbers was inſerted by an individual with- 
out any public conſultation and general agreement. Near 20 year? 
after the ſubje& was debated and agreed to. About 23 figned 


* The texts of 1742 are not in the copy from which this account is 
taken. N | 
+ This was the firſt aſſociation that ever the writer gf this hiffory 
#ttexrdet. 
here 
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here, among whom are Griffith Thomas, Dame! Garnon, Fobu 
James, and Timothy Thomas. | 

About this time Mr. Rees Fones removed from Aberduar to the 
deſtitute church at Pen. fai; there was then at the former place 
only Mr. Thomas David an aged miniſter. Meſſrs. John Thomas 
and Timothy Thomas were now young in years, and in the mini- 
ſtry, but very acceptable at home and abroad; it was agreed to 
ordain them both this year. 


1744. Pen-y-garn. Whitſun-week. The letter complains of | 


Arianiſm and Arminianiſm. Mentions a mixture of comfort a 
ſorrow, miniſterial gifts increaſing, and ſeyeral queries which, 
were anſwered. Brother David T homas, of Cilfowyr, preached 
from 1 Chron. xxix. 1. and Brother Hugh Evans from Iſaiah Ixii. 


6, 7. Mr. Edmund Watkins and Mr. oba Thomas were among 


thoſe who ſigned here. 


Mr. Miles Harrys had now been a member of Blaenau above 


twenty years, and a preacher about eighteen. For ten years, or 
more, he had exerted himſelf much to promote the intereſt of reli- 

ion in general, and particularly among his own denomination. 
Fle was of a very friendly and ſocial turn; and correſponded with 


moſt of our Baptiſt miniſters and others in Wales; with many ig 
England, and ſome in America. He uſed to ſend to the Funpers | 


in London, a very particular and friendly account of the Baptiſt 
miniſters in Wales, their ſituation, who moſt uſeful, &c, and thig 
he did annually, ſoon after each aſſoeiation, with ſhort hints of the 
general ſtate of the churches. For ſome years Swanſea, Pen-y-fai, 
Blaenau, &c. ſent a letter to the Weſtern Aſſociation, hut nong 
ſo often and ſo long as Pen-y-garn. 


' 1745. Pentre. Whitſun-week. The churches were all in peace; | 


and ſome addition to each. Brother Thomas Edwards, originally 
a member of Blaenau, but now. paſtor of Llanwenarth, preached 
from 2 Tim. ii. 15. and Brother E. Fenkins from Heb. xii. 15. 
This year died Mr. James Williams, the ſenior paſtor at Cilfowyr, 
and Mr. Thomas Matthias, the ys at Rhyawilim, both aged 
and honourable. This year L 

church. It was a diſtant branch of Rhydwilim, and for many 
reaſons it would have formed ſooner, but out of regard to the 
aged paſtor, it was deferred during his life. Mr. Fobn Fames 

preſided at Rhydwilim, and Mr. David Richard ar Llanglofan, 

1746. Swanſea, Met at the uſual time of the year. The ſtate 


angleſfan formed into a regular 


of the churches nearly as laſt year. Now 17 churches. Brother 


Griffith Fones preached from 2 Chron. xv. 7. and Brother F. Jau 
kins from Jude 21, The great deliverance from the Rebellion 
in the North is gratefully acknowledged, and a day of thankſ. 
giving appointed. But this did not make fo deep an impreſſion 
on the minds of many as the deliverance in 1714 and 1715 did, 
The firſt of Auguſt, and the firſt Wedneſday in every montr, 
ſeldom ever failed to be mentioned in the letter for 20 years *. 


*The paper frem which this year's account is taken, does not men 
tion the names of the perſons * ſigned at this meeting, | x 
| 3 T his 


* 


* 
* 
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This year Mr. Thomas EZwards died, at 34 years of age. He 


had been a few years paſtor at Llamwenarth, a very acceptable mi- 


niſter. Many nted his death. He was ſucceeded by Mr. 


Caleb Harris, who died in the Lord, May 27, 1792, in the 77th | 


year of his age. n 

1747. Brechfa, belonging to Tre/peed, the ſame time as be- 
fore. ' Nothing very material in the ſtate of the churches this 
year. Brother Evan Thomas, the or of Molton, preached 
from John xxi. 17. and Brother E. Fenkins from 1 The. ii. 12. 


—— 


This year Bethe/da formed, they were diſtant members of Hen- 


goed, Pen-y-garn, &c. This made the number of the churches ' 


eighteen, and ſo they continued to 1768. Indeed one or two 
more formed before 1768, but were not till then received into 
the Aſſociation. 8 


This year Mr. Morgan Harris, the paſtor of Blaenau finiſhed | 


his race. He adorned the miniſtry, but died about the age of 


42. He left two ſons, Fohn and Morgan. The latter called to 
the miniſtry at Llanwenarth, was ordained in 1779, to aſſiſt Mr. 


Caleb Harris. He fulfilled his miniſtry with honour, acceptance, 
and ſucceſs, till he died in 1790. This year Mr. Jabn Evans, 
paſtor at Pentre, died, aged 69, and was ſucceeded by an aſſiſtant 
of the ſame name, though not related after the fleſh, Alſo. Mr. 


Henry Morgan, of Llangloffun, a very promiſing young man. The 


people expected that he would have been their paſtor-for many 


years, but he finiſhed his work at the age of 27. This was the 


firſt year that Jos nuA Thomas (naw of Leominſter). appeared 
among thoſe who ſigned the letter. The church at Treſgoed 
hitherto had no meeting-houſe; but a place was built in 1746, 
and called Maz/-y-berllan, and henceforward we ſhall give it 
; that name. ; ! p r „ ww : be. * 13 
1748. Garth, belonging to Rock. Whitſun- week. Nothing ma- 
terially. different in the ſtate of the churches: Brother Griffith 
Jones preached from 1 Cor. ii. 2. and Brother Hugh Evans from 
2 Cor. v. 20. 'The churches in e, moſt of them enjoyed 
plenty of means. The. firſt time the author of this Hiſtory had 


* 


the honour to write the circular letter was this year. After that 


it fell to his lot to write thoſe of 1751 7, and 1770. 
Tt was then never mentioned in the letters -who wrote them. 
The new names among thoſe who fignedthis letter were, Rees 
Evans, Thomas Dawis, Evan David, James Lodwick and William 
Morgan. The laſt-named went that year to. Shrewſbury, and 
ſcrved that church'till he died in 175 3. 4: el 
Mr. Roger Walker, the paſtor of Roel, finiſhed his race a few 
2 before this Aſſociation, though he earneſtly wiſhed to 

BS It 4 „ , * 
1749. Llanelli, The uſual time. Brother Griffith Thomas 


reached from. 2 Cor: v. 11. The ſecond ſermon was preached 
bo Brother David Thomas,. of Cilfowyr, and on the. ſecond day 


Brother Griffith Jones preached his farewell ſermon from 2 Cor, 


xiii, 2. Soon after he ſailed for Pennhlvania with his family. 


1 
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He ſettled in Welb Trad church, but not as paſtor, and there he 


died in 1754. His ſon Morgan returned to England, and after 
being « en RY PORE NIE of the _ 
uſt church at Hempfead, Herts. He now reſides at Hammerfmith, 
near London, as Principal of a reſpectable academy for the educa- 
tion of youth, and was diſtinguiſhed by the college at Providence, 
| Rhode Iſland, at their Commencement in September 1793, with 
the honours of L. L. DP). 28 | 
The Aſſociation Letter remarks that ſome of the churches in 
their letters did not mention their agreement with the Confeſſion 
— 1689. But it was wiſhed that they weuld not forget it in 
ture. 
' There had been, a few years back, an expoſition of the 
Church Catechiſm, publiſhed in W:/þ, © By a miniſter of the 
„ Church of England,” in which he advanced twenty argu- 
ments for Infant Baptiſm. It was agreed at this meeting, that 
ſome of the miniſters ſhould think of an anſwer. Four or five 
of them were named, but not any individual fixed upon. Seve- 
ral entered on the ſubject, and among them Brother Fo/bua Tho- 
mas drew up a few hints, and was encouraged to go on, but the 


others did not proceed. This year Mr. David Richard, the 


paſtor at Llangleffan, died. Many ſigned this letter, among them 
were David Luan, Jonathan Francis, David Lewis, Tobn 
van... . 

1750. Molen. Same time. This letter mentions the Mur- 
ks the cattle, which had been for years in England, and 
the two Earthquakes in London, &c. as a loud warning to Wales. 
A query from Llanwenarth was propoſed, concerning the Tri- 
nity, ſome of whoſe members gave trouble upon that head, but 
it ceaſed in a few years. It was now agreed that what Brother 
Foſhua Thomas written on Baptiſm, in anſwer to the twen 
arguments, ſhould be printed,' and that the churches ſhould take. 
the impreſſion. The twenty arguments had been turned into 


Engliſh, and Dr. Gill alſo had written a ſhort reply, and it was 


agreed to take part of the impreſſion of his piece likewiſe. Ag 
Molefton was an Englih place in Pembrokeſhire, the firſt ſermon 
here was in that language, by Brother E. Fenktins, from Matt. 
xvi. 18. and the ſecond by Brother 7ohbn Thomas, in Welfb, from 


2 Tim. gu Here no leſs than eight of the churches requeſted . 


the next aſſociation to be with them. 
The departure of Mr. G. Jenes (the paſtor at Hen for 
Anerica, naturally revived the old debate in that church. I 


conſequence of which was an entire 1; aration. Mr, Winter, and ; 
hey agreed to form them 
it Craigfargod. Mr. Winter died in 1773. The church meets 
there ſtill, but it is not in the aſſociation, being a general Bap- 


his friends, were Hout twenty-three. I | 
ſelves into a church, and Mr. Winter to be their paſtor. Th 
built a meeting-houſe about four miles from Hengoed, and call 


tiſt church, and it is the 7 one in all the Principality. Mr. 
. = ; 4 N 1 | 
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great complaints of declenſion in various re 
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Farged Society, and there he began his miniſtry. IB 
1751. Hengoed, Whitſun-week. It was now become a kind 


Facob Iſaac of Moreton, in Devonſvire, was originally one of Craig- 


of an eſtabliſſied cuſtom to have an Engliſb ſermon after the 


i el one, Mr. Evan Fenkins, paſtor at Wrexham, did not be- 


long to the Aſſociation, but he moſtly attended, and preached at 


it in Eugliſb, and gave a ſhort repetition in Welſb, every year 


but three, from 1743 to 1751, both incluſive, and his affiſtance 


was acceptable. Here Brother Grifith Davis — and Bro- 


ther E. Tenktins. This was the laſt time Brother E. Jenkins 
preached at theſe meetings. He died in March 1752. Our 
materials do not furniſh us with the texts at this Aſſociation. 

Early this year was publiſhed the Fel anſwer to the twenty 
arguments for Infant Baptiſm, and in the ſummer, Dr. Gill“ 


Anſwer to them came out, to which he added, The Diſſenters 


« Reaſons for ſeparating from the Church of England *,” The 


reaſons for ſeparating were then tranſlated into M elſb, and bound 


up with the /e/þ anſwer, written by Brother Fo/bua Thomas. 
' 1752. - Aberduar, The ſame time. It had been appointed at 
Moleſlon that the churches ſhould not ſend leſs than two, nor more 


than three, meſſengers to the Aſſociation, and they were deſired 

to ſend judicious perſons who might be uſeful. They were here 
reminded of that appointment. Brother Edmund IFatkins preached 
from Mark xvi. 15. and Brother Caleb Harri; from Col. iv. 3, 4. 


both in Velſb. It was common ever fince two ſermons were 


preached at the Aſſociation to have one of them in Engliſp, but 


this year, and 1749, are exceptions. 


* 


1753. Magſclong leeyd, but belonging to Olchon. Whitſun-week. 
It was ufual to have the meetings on Tueſday and Wedneſday, - 


but here it was on Wedneſday and Thurſday, that thoſe who 


were at a diſtance might have more time to come. Brother Da- 
wid Thomas, of Cilſowyr, preached from 1 Tim. iv. 16. and Bro- 


ther Grifith Davis, in Engiiſb, from Eph. vi. 8. The churches 
in peace, the means plenty, miniſterial gifs increaſing, yet 


| pects. 
1754. Rhydwilim, The uſual time. Brother Caleb Harris 


preached from 2 Tim. ii. 25. and brother Miles Harrys from 
1 Cor. xv. 34. Theſe ſermons were moſtly in Yelp. The ſtate 


of the churches ſimilar to the preceding year. Complaint of 


\ 


pot ſending meſſengers to the Aſſociation, | 

' 1755. Betheſda: 21ſt and 22d of May. Here the eighteen 
Churches are named in the front of the letter. Brother Richard 
Jenes preached from 2 Tim. iv. 2. and brother Hugh Evans, in 


* The whole Title of Dr. Gill's piece is as follows. © The Argument . 


* from Apoſtolic Tradition, in fayour of Infant Bapf ſm, with others, 
* advanced in a late Pamphlet, called, rhe Baptiſm of Infants,  reaſon- 
** able ſervice, &c. conſidered. And alfo an Anſwer to a Welſh Clergy» 


* man's Twenty Arguments for Infant Baptiſm ; to which are added, 
* the Diſſenters' Reaſons for ſeparating from the Church of England? 


[4 eccaſſoned by the ſaid Writer,” 


=p 
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Exgli, from 2 Tim. ii. 1. For ſeveral years back it had been 


8 by ſome to keep the Aſſociation ſtatedly on the ſecond 


edneſday and Thurſday in June, as the Whitſun- week happen 
ſometimes too early, before ſome had finiſhed ſowing barley, an 
before the horſes were got ſtrong to travel, and the graſs grown 
ſufficient for them. Others pleaded that the Whitſun- week was 


commonly a more leiſure time, particularly for ſchoolmaſters, &. 
But here it was agreed, that in future the church where, the ? 


Aſſociation was to meet ſhould fix the time. 


56. Pen-pont-Landyſyl, belonging to Newcaſtle, gth and 10th. 


I 
of Jane Brother Miles Harry: preached from Rev. xiv, 6, 7. 
an 

the earthquake at Lien and other places —War with France,— 
It was agreed to print in Welſb Mr. Wil/on's Scripture Manual 
on Baptiſm. When Mr. Walker, the paſtor at Rock, died in 


Brother Griffith Davis from Acts v. 42. Notice taken of 


1748, his aſſiſtant, Mr. Thomas Davis, ſucceeded him in the 
miniſtry for ſome time. But the body of the church choſe to 


look out for a ſucceſſor in the paſtoral office. Soon after they 
fixed upon Mr. Richard Fones, who had been among the Inde- 


ndents in the neighbourhood, but was convinced of Believers? 
aptiſm, and ſoon after he ſubmitted to it was ordaiped over 
them. He preached at Betbe/da in 1755. This year, 85 6, 


Mr. Thomas Davis died. He was a truly worthy man, 
hot a very 22 preacher. 
1757. Ll 


anwenarth, Whitſun- week. Brother Timothy Tho-. 


mas preached from 1 Cor ix. 16. Brother Hugh Evans allg . 
28 but not 2 the letter of this year his text cannot 


given; the paſſage 
ſerted from the memory of the Author of theſe ſheets, who hap- 
pened to be at that meeting from Leominſter. Now it was re- 
commended to the memhers of the ſeveral churches to read tlie 


r. Timothy Thomas rome on is in- 


Confeſſion of 1689 once or twice in the year. As that confeſſion _ 


was referred to ſo often in the letters to and from the Aſſoci- 
ation, it was neceſſary to know what it contained. That year 
I had tranſlated a ſmall Tract, entitled, The Believers? Evi- 
** dences for Heaven,” and gave the copy to my Brother 7z- 
, mothy to print in Nelſb, and with it he printed a ſerman, which 
he had preaclied ſeveral years before, and had often talked of 
putting to preſs, It was upon 2 Pet. i. 10. He gave this title 
to it, © The White Stone; alluding to Rev. ii. 17. This year, 


died Mr. Evan Thomas, paſtor at Bridgewater, Deven. He was 


originally a member at Llanelli; began to preachthere a bout 
1735; was at Briffol in 1740, under Meſſrs. Fokett and Evans ; 
at Warwick and at Birm#gham in 1742; and was at Trowbridge 
in 1744. Soon after he went there fifteen were baptized, and 
more expected to follqw; he was much careſſed for ſome time 
by the people of that church, but in 1746, he removed to Bridge- 
water, was there ordained in 1749, and died in 1757. | 


1758. Llangloffan. The firſt Wedneſday and Thurſday in 


June. Brother David Owen preached from Col. iv. 17. and 4 


* 
. 


— Pr mmm yr rn 
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ther Hugh Evans from 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. The firſt piece of ad- 
vice in the letter runs thus: “ As you have publickly ſubmitted 
to the Goſpel Baptiſm, and profeſſed to belieye the doctrine of. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, take care that this doctrine is 
« held in its true ſcrjpgure light. Though your reaſon canhot 
* comprehend it in all its branches yet tl hath her reaſon.” | 
There are in this letter, nine very good, plain, ſhort articles of 
hortatory advice relative to doctrine and practice. The News 
caftle church appeared too remiſs in maintaining the doctrines of 
grace againſt Arminianiſm. That church had been about thirty 
years vexed with the general doctrines, by ſome neighbours who 
openly profeſſed them. This year Mr. John Thomas, one of the 
paſtors of Aberduar, removed, and took the paſtoral care of th 
church at Maes-y-berllan, the paſtor there reſigning becauſe 
age and infirmities, * | n 1 
1759. Blamau. The ſecond Wedneſday and Thurſday in 
June. Brother Evan Thomas preached from Luke xii. 42, and 
Brother Hugh Evans from Acts xx. 24. It was agreed to prinz 
the Catechiſm, for the eſtabliſhment of our youth in goſpel prin- 
ciples. The general method of the Aſſociation to this time was, 
after the two ſermons, to take ſome refreſhment, then to read 
the preliminaries in el, which are nearly/the ſame as thoſe 
of the Weſtern Aſſociation in England, then to read the 
letters from the churches. When that was done, one of the 
miniſters was fixed upon to draw up the circular letter. After 
travelling, perhaps a long way, with but broken reſt, the per- 
ſon fixed upon was under a neceſſity of fitting up moſt of, or all 
the night, that his letter might be prepared ky about nine next 
morning, when it was to be read and correfted. As ſoon as it 
was ready each church was to find a perſon to write out a copy. 
The-perſons employed went to ſome retired place, one to read, 
and the others to write; ſome were very flow; and if there was 
but one fo, all the reſt were forced to wait. This was indeed 
very trying, and many of the copies were ſo imperfect as not 
to be eaſily read. Thus it was for many years, But the prim- 
ing of the letter was 8 py alteration. 2 . 


his year died Mr», William Thomas, a worthy aſſiſtant at 
. © 4 12th of June, Th your, for he 
1760. Ci . 11th and 12t une. 1 , for 
firſt — d A eddie Letter was printed. "Now the care 
. chiefly fell upon the paſtor of the church, where the meeting was 
| held, to prepare the hody of the letter before hand. The pre- 
amble of this letter dpth not mention the Confeſſion of 1689 
but Baptiſm; laying on of hands; eternal and perſonal 
* election; that all the natural poſterity of Adam are ſinners 
te through him; particular redemption ; effeQtual calling; ant 
| «© perſeverance in grace to the end.“ This is the firſt letter in 
which I have ſeen it thus expreſſed. The eighteen churches are 
here named, and the benefit of the aſſociation of churches is 
mentioned. Brother Edmund Watkins preached. from Luke xiv- - 
N * + x , ? 4+ « .» WA "oo . 23 


WELSH ASSOCIATION, G.. 169 of 


3. and Brother Benjamin Francis from Tit. ii. 14. ; the latter 
s paſtor of the Baptiſt church at Horfley, Gloucefter ſhire, ſon to 
the late celebrated Mr. Enoch Francis, and was originally 4 
member of Swanſea. The churches in peace; additions to 
moſt, many to ſome. Mr, Jobs James, the paſtor at Rhydzwilim, 
dead. All the queries from the churches were not now inſert- 
ed in the printed letters, as ſome of them related to the inter- 
nal affairs of the ſocieties, and would have been unintereſting to 
the public eye. xe | | 
This year died Mr, John Morgan, an aged aſſiſtant at Cal. 
Fowyr | | 


1761. Pen- gars. 10th and 11th of June, Here the Con- 
feſſion of 1689 is reaſſumed. Brother David Thomas, member of 
a branch of Newcaſtle church called Ffymmon Henry, ordained in 
1747, to aſſiſt in the whole church, preached from Matti xxii. 42. 

Brother Hugh Evans from Rom. i. 16. The churches m 
enjoying comfortable circumſtances, ſome having large additions, 
and young men of promiſing abilities for the miniſtry. Rye 
wilim had choſen a paſtor from Llangloffan church, which 
ſeveral, and could well ſpare one. Three were ordained at Cii- 

 fouyr to help occaſionally, and indeed ſeveral were now and then 
2 at once in the large churches, where —_ one or two 
might have ſerved for the preſent, but this ſeems to have been 
done to prevent contention. Before the aſſoeiations in E | 
and Wales began to print their letters, we had uſually the names 0 
of a conſiderable number of perſons who ſigned them, but I 1 
HAVE OFTEN LAMENTED that we have now only the modera- 
tor's name, who, in the Principality, is always the miniſter that 
preaches firſt. The former way will be really helpful to our 
iſtorians. And I vsRY MUCH wisH IT MAY AGAIN BE 
RESTORED IN ALL THE AS$OCIATIONS. 
This year Morgan Edwards, M. A. failed to Philadelphia. 
He was originally a member at Pen. y- garn, and had now been in 
the miniſtry about twenty years. Of his publications and labors 
in America, ſee his Materials ſo often referred to above. * 
1762. Pentre gth and 1oth of June. Brother Jobs Williams, 
one of the Co- paſtors at -Llangloffan, preached from Col. i. 28. 
and Brother Benjamin Francis from 1 Pet. ii. 2. There had been 
ſome talk before this of mentioning in the Letter the number 
added io each church, but the ſenior miniſters oppoſed it, and bl 
pleaded that it looked like David's numbering the er. But | 
this was eaſily refuted by inſtances from the Old and New T nt 
ment; ſo that at this meeting it was carried in the affirmative, . | 
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without much offence to the few who oppoſed it. The numbers 
ſtand thus in the letter. - 
Churches 18, added 169, dead zo, excluded 9. Total in- | 
creaſe 130. They could not eaſily gueſs at the number of hear- | 
ers, as they preached in ſo many places ſtatedly and occa+ - } | 
* v# + <6 bd. 00 „ . . . | 
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ſionally. 5 * | | 
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This year died Mr. James Lodwick, one of the three ordained. 
at Cilfowyr laſt year. He had been in the miniſtry there about 
20 years, and was an acceptable preacher. 7 p 

Pentre and Rock had been without proper meeting-houſeg- 
from the beginning, till about 1760. The two places were 
opened this year, the one called after the old name Pentre, and 
ſometimes New Pentre, the other is called Dolau, from the 
houſe near it where a meeting had been kept for many years, 

1763. Stvanſea, 8th and gth of June. Brother David T homas, 
the paſtor at Rhyduwilim preached from Pſ. li. 13. and Brother 
Hugh Evans from Eph. iv. 12, 13. and in the evening, Bro- 
ther Caleb Evan, (the late Dr. Ewans) from Phil. ii. 1. All 
the churches in peace, and the means plenty, except at Newcaſtle, | 
which had, this year loſt by death their co-paſtors, Meflrs. . 
John David Nicholas and Griffith Thomas and two others who 
aſſiſted were apnoea, one by death, and another to Aberduar . 
church. This was>an uncommon ſtroke in one year; yet it 
was their mercy that two more were left in the church. | 

Added 94, dead 50, excluded 11, increaſe 33. | 

It is rather remarkable that from 1749 to 1763, not one of 

the paſtors in this'connexion died, but Mr, John James, of 
dauilim. | D 10 

1764. Maes-y-berllan, 6th and 7th of June. The Confeſſion of 
1689, is mentioned in the three laſt letters, but not in this, nor 
are the particular doctrines ſpecified, yet a kind of a general 
ſum of the whole is given, Brother Lewis Fames, the paſtor at 
Hengoed, preached from 2 Tim. ii. 15. and Brother Hugh 
Evans from Hoſ, xiv. 5. The numbers are not in this letter, as 
in the two laſt, but this informs us that there had been an addi- 
tion to all the churches but one, and it was thought the addi- 
tion was double to that of laſt year. . 

Under 1737, ſome notice was taken of the debate that year 
concerning Laying on of hands. There happened to be another 
on the ſame ſubject in the church at Aberduar in 1743, though | 
it was not of long continuance. The churches alf held it ex- 
cept Maes-y-berllan, but ſome were very zealous for it, and others 
more moderate. Cil/foxuyr church was among the zealous ones, 
yet there were ſome members in that church, who were in doubt 
about the ſubject, and thought the others were rigidly zealous. - 
The debate gradually'extendeditſelf. Brother Timothy Thomas the 
paſtor at Aberduar, was zealous for the article. As the controverſy 
ſpread; he drew up a few thoughts on it, and at a quarterly meet- 
ing in thoſe parts, read it to the Miniſters preſent, And by 
ſome of them he was urged to print it. He put it to preſs this 
year, and alſo a Selection of hymns, which were of his own + 
compoſing. Near the cloſe of this year, Glyn church, in Den- 
Bighſpire, was formed. It was a branch of Wrexham church, but 
ſituated at too great a diſtance comfortably to attend there, 

1765. Dolau, Radnorſhire, the firſt Tueſday and Wedneſday - 
in June. The Confeſſion is here mentioned. Brother George Rees 

p reached 
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1 from 1 Pet. v. 2. and Brother Benjamin Francis from 

ic. ii. 7. The churches all in peace, except one. {| 
Added 121, dead 28, excluded 15, reſtored 7, increaſe. 85. 
Early this year came out an anonymous reply to Brother 


Timothy Thomas's tract on Laying on of hands. The parties in 


this diſpute diſagreed about the addreſs in the cireular 
which generally began thus, © The elders, & c. holding Baptiſm, 
upon ith and repentance, Laying hands on the baytized; &c;* 
Thoſe be Lapin on of hands were by this addreſs either 
excluded, or led to fay an untruth. The debate grew warm 
here, but was conducted in tolerable good temper, of which I 
was a witneſs. My Brother 77mothy was earneſt for, and Bro- 
ther Fohn Thomas *, ſteady againſt the practice. They had 
been long fellow-labourers in the ſame church, but now the lat- 
ter was at Maes-y-berllan, and they were both very worthy valu- 
able men, and able miniſters, though in this they could not a- 
ce. At this time the affair was left undecided. Gh church 
had brought a letter, but as they were not under-impoſition of 
hands, the aſſociation would not then receive them into the 
connection. 2 | +I 
This year died Mr. David Owen, the firſt and a worthy 
of Llanelli church. He had been in that charge about thirty 
years, and in the miniſtry about forty years. The ſame year died 
Mr. Samuel Griffiths, a very promiſing young man, who was likely 


to ſettle at Carleon, in Monyouthfbire, originally a member of 


Moleſton, Pembrokeſhire. | 

1766. Llanelli, 11th and 12th of June. Brother Timothy Thomas 

reached from Ifa. xxvii. 13. and Brother Hg Evans from 

ch. xiv. 20. The churches tolerably in peace, though there 
were troubles in certain places, An addition to all of but 
ens. 
Added 115, dead 48, excluded 27, reſtored 5, increaſe 45. 
The debate about the addreſs was reaſſumed, and decided here. 
Theſe words were inſerted, after Laying on Oo * 2 
others of the ſame ſentiments, except Laying on of hands,” and thus 
it „ c day, but a line abridged. This recon- 
ciled the aſſociation, but the debate ſtill continued at Cilfonvyr, 
and Brother Timothy publiſhed a defence of his tract upon the 
ſubject. This year a young man propoſed for communion at 
Cilfeevyr ; but was rejected, becauſe he could not acknowled 
that Laying on of hands was a poſitive inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, 
though he was willing to ſubmit to it as an uſage in that church. 
This revived the diſpute, and created uneaſineſs; the parties in 
the church propoſed various terms on both ſides, and thus they 


continued another year. 


Before the aſſociation this year Mr. Job Duckfeld died. 
eague to Mr. D. Owen, at Llanelli, and 


* Timothy Thomas and John Thomas were not relatives they were both © 


He was an aſſiſting 


ordained together in 1743, and were eglleagues till 1758, when the latter 
oved m Macr-y-berllan, 8 (31 
) | a man 
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2 man of good underſtanding. Thus they lamented the 
of two miniſters here fince the laſt annual meeting. 
year alſo died Mr. Thomas David, the ſenior miniſter at Aber- 
-duar. He was far advanced in years. The ſame.year likew'i 
died his ſon Moſes, who was a baptiſt miniſter and reſided at 
. Tarling, in Eſtæx, but was never r'of any churehs : ; 
1767. Molgſton, 3d and 4th of June. Brother Griffirh/ Davis 
- preached from Col. i. 28. and Brother (the late ) Caleb | 
Evans from Col. iii. 2. Churches in aboùt che ſame ftate as 
laſt year. Yet ſeveral complaints. * 2 
Added 97, dead 50, excluded 18, reſtored 5, increaſe 34. 

The clauſe in the addreſs this year runs thus: With others, 
ho all of us agree with the articles contained in the Con- 

feſſion of faith ſet forth in London in 1689.” As the members 

Cilfowyr could not agree cordially about Laying on of hands, 

thoſe who were for it propoſed, as the moſt likely way for peace, 

that thoſe who were againſt it ſhould depart in a friendly way, 

and form a church themſelves, eſpecially as there were 

them an ordained miniſter and a deacon, So they did; — 

the ſeparation was in peace, and for the ſake of peace. Both 
ſides kept their temper remarkably well through the whole 
buſineſs, though it was long in agitation. Thoſe who went of 
were about twenty-five, of whom Mr. John Richard, an a 
ordained colleague, was one. They formed into a church this 
year, and choſe him for their paſtor. He had for his aſſiſtants Meſſrs. 

William Williams and Thomas Henry, both included in the above 
number. Thus peace was reſtored to this church, as well as to 
the aſſociation, And fince that time this article has given 
no great trouble. q ; ' „ 
his year died Mr. Rees. Fones, formerly an accey table paſtor 
at Aberduar ; and Mr. Samuel George, at Wantage, Berks, ori- 
ginally a member at Newcafle.- . „ 
1768. Hengoed. The 2d Wedneſday and Thurſday in June 
Brother David Thomas, of Newcaſtle, preached from 2d Cor: 
iv: 5. and Dr. Samuel Stennett from Matt. xvitt. 20. The R 
churches in peace, with an addition to all of them but one. 

A baanch of Newcaſtle church that was at a diſtance, in and near 
Caermarthen, ably formed into a church, and with the ap- 
probation of the mother church. Their paſtor was Mr. David 
Evans, one of themſelves, who had been long in the miniſtry 
in that branch to which they belonged. Gh church, in Den- 
bighſhire, was here received into the connection. Mr. William Mil. 
liams, one of the young church that ſeparated from Seu 
laſt year, was a gentlemen of property; he built a meeting-houle, 

upon his patrimonial eſtate, which was finiſhed in March'this year, 

and called it Ebenzzer. This church was alſo received into the 

connection at the ſame time; which made the number 21. ö 

This year, which afforded joy on the above accounts, was 
alſo a time of ſorrow. My dear and worthy Brother, Timothy, 
now finiſhed his active, though afflicted courſe. He was 
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ory 4d of an unhealthy conſlitution, but unwearied, acceptable, 
fucceſsful in his miniſterial ſervices. He had been exerciſing 
his gifts before he was nineteen. I was informed, by a member- 
of the church, that he began to preach the very day Mr. Ezoch 
Francis died; and Tome were pleaſed to fay that the unſpeakable 
loſs in the death of the latter was wonderfully made up in the 
former, Beſides what is mentioned above, he publiſhed a ſhort 
em of divinity. Juſtification was the leading article in it, 
therefore he gave it this title, The White Robe.“ Mr. F. 
Grifitht,. paſtor at Mont , ;Pennfylvania, ſaw it, and ina 
letter to Mr. Miles Harrys, he ſays, Pleaſe.to give my chriſ- 
« tian feſpe&s to Mr. Timothy Thomas: I value his Heb. book 
« yery much, and with I could obtain one of them.” He was 
Secretary to the aſſociation, and took the care of printing and 
diſtributing the circular letter. He died in the 48th year of his 
age, and was ſucceeded in the ſervice of the Aſſociation by 
his younger Brother, Zechariah Thomas, who, with two more, 
Mr. David Davis, and Mr. David Saunders, were ſometime 
after ordained in the church. Two of my Brother Timothy's 
ſons are dow in the miniſtry, The eldeſt ſon, of the ſame 
un ies where his father did ; he has been ordained for ſome 
years : the other is Mr. Thomas Thomas, miniſter of the firſt-day 
church, which meets at Mill-yard, in Roſe » Londow. 
About five weeks before the death of Mr. Timothy Thomas, died 
Mr. B. Grifiths, juſt now named. And the ſame year Mr. Rees 
Evans, who had been paſtor at Shrewſbury, died at 7 
Gloucefter ſhire ; he was originally a ber at Pentre. . 
2 Richard, the aged paſtor of the young church at Ebenezer, 
niſhed his courſe; and ſo did Mr. William Watkins, at Pct 
combe, Somerſet, a member from Blaezau, After ſo many 
this yeat the worſt is yet to come; the Dolau paſtor Was en- 
M for immorality. This was a heavy ſtroke, He went to © 
e people from whom he came. The numbers this were, 
Baptized 96, dead 57, excluded 12, reſtored 4, — 1. 
1769. ee 14th and 15th of June. Brother David 
mas, of Rhydwilim, preached from 2 Cor. v. 14, and Brother 
1 Francis from Rev. iii. 19.“ Be zealous.” The churches 
all in peace. | $i ; 
Baptized 99, dead 37) excluded 15, reſtored 3, in- 
creaſe, 50. I have no account of the death of any of our mini- 
ſters in the Principality this year. Mr. Fofbus Thomas, of Ly+ 
mington, Hampſhire, a very promiſing young miniſter, who was 
formerly a member of Rhydauilim, and: Mr. Daniel Themas, of 
Henley, Warwickfire, originally a member of Pex-y-garn, both 
ended their days in 1769. Rhydwilim loſt their paitor by bis 
own ſin. He was ſucceeded by Mr. Geotge Rees, their preſent! 
aged and worthy paſtor, _ +” y 
1770. Catel en, belonging to Olchon, 13th and 14th f 
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June. Brother John Williams preached from Acts xxvi. 22, 23. 
and Brother Hugh Evans from Mal. ii. 15. 7 
Baptized 111, dead 45, excluded 20, reſtored 10, in- 
creaſe, 56. iy; | * 
In the letter is this paragraph; Wales hath been noted in 
te time paſt, not only for a deſirable plenty of miniſters, among 
<< themſelves, but alſo for ſparing many worthy ones to ſupply 
te deſtitute churches in England, Ireland, and America; but if 
«© God were to withhold miniſterial gifts from the Ancient Bri. 
tons, what nation under Heaven could help them?” Many 
who have laboured in England and America have been already 
mentioned in this hiſtory, and ſeveral have been miniſters in 
Treland alſo; as Mr. Morgan Edwards, now in America; Mr. 
James Edwards, his brother, for many years back at Waterford; 
the former from Pen-y-garn, the latter from Lanwenarth; alſo 
Mr. Henry Phillips, from Pen-y-garn, who was ordained at Water- 
ford, and ſerved the church in the Back-lane; Dublin, two years, 
and died in 1789, at Sarum. It was deſired, at this meeting, 
that the letters from the churches ſhould not be ſo long in future, 
as they took up much time to read them. No miniſter in the 
connexion died this year but Mr. David Fones, a promiſing young 
man, at LZlanwenarth, who had been convinced of Believers' Bap- 
tiſm, while in the Independent Academy at Abergavenny, and 
Joined the Baptiſts, for which he was * the Seminary. 
Mr. James Drewett, originally a member of Pen-y-garn, died at 
Honiton, Devon. | | | 
1771. Pen-y-fai. 12th, &c. June. Brother William William: 
reached from 2 Cor. v. 11, and Brother Benjamin Francis from 
ſ. exxvi. 6. The churches all in peace, | 
Baptized 102, dead 54, excluded 12, reftored, 11, in- 
creaſe, 47. A revival in ſeveral churches, others complaining. - 
Noted in this letter, and that of laſt year, the great plenty of 
Bibles provided for Wales, more than ever before; a large im- 
preſſion in London in 1769, and another in Caermarthen in 
1770; an ineſtimable bleſſing. Queries regarding diſcipline were 
propoſed at moſt of the Aſſociations. | 
his year died Mr. William Williams, who had been paſtor at 
Olchon, but had reſigned his office, and for many years aſſiſted 
at Maes-y-berllan; and Mr. Evan Edwards, an aged and. very 
worthy aſſiſtant at Hengoed. His fon, Mr. Watkin. Edwards, is 
there now, colleague with Mr. Lewis James. Mr. Peter Evans, 
originally a member at Pentre, but afterwards paſtor at Tpi, 
$omer/et, died this year; a very worthy man, couſin to the late 
Dr. Evan, of Briſtol. | 
1772. Rhydwilim. 10th and 11th of June. Brother Griffith 
Dawis peached from 2 Cor. v. 20, and Brother V. Williams, 
of Ebenezer, from Heb. xii. 2. The churches all in peace, means 
plenty, additions to ſeveral, &c. Ws | 
| Baptized 106, dead 34, excluded 27, reſtored 11, in- 
creaſed 56, It was agreed to reprint the Catechilm for youth. 
| 1 A new 
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A new church at Carltos of 17 1, and another at Li of 1777 
in Monmouthſhire, joined the Aſſociation. this year. hd 
latter was y at Llangwm, the ancient place and branch was 
at Llantriſaint in former years. Now the churehes were 23. 

I do not recolle& that any miniſter belonging to the Aſſocia- 
tion died this year but Mr. Jacob Rees ; he ſucceeded Mr. . 
Iillians a Obe, but had rehigned bis office many years and 
was very aged. This year alſo Mr. Caleb Evans, a native of 
Pentre died, near Charlgfown, South Carolina; he was another 
couſin of the late Dr. Evans of Briſtol. D | 
1773. Bethy/da. gth and 1oth of Funt. Brother Fohn il. 


* 


liams preached from Mart, xxii. 4. and brother High Evans from 

Zech. i. 5. Mr. David Thomas, of of „ was appointed to 

preach at this meeting, but he died re the time. Mr. Hug 
t te- 


Ewans's ſermon was very ſuitable to the providence, and at re- 
queſt it was printed in Engliſh and Welſh, Mr. David Thomas was 
a worthy miniſter of deſerved repute. There is no account of the 
additions, &c. in this letter, It was filled up with other marter, 
particularly with ſome reſolutions agreed-upon reſpecting an ap- 
lication to parliament for the further relief of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
* It was here agreed, That in futute the Cirtular lettet ſhould 
be ptepared by the miniſter where the Aſſoclation thight meet. 
'The churches not all quite peaceable. A new church was forined at 
Salem, in Carmartbenſbire; the conſtituents were members from 
Rhydwilim, Cilfowyr, and Carmarthen churches, but being con- 
veniently ſituated to form one ſociety, they had ptoper Aiſcnifs 
lions cheerfully granted them. . : | a 
1774. Ebenezer, sth and gth of Jung. Brother Edmund 
Watkins preached from Ac xx. 26, 27. and Brother Benjamin 
Francis from 1 Cor. xv. 58. wy a | 
Baptized 333, dead $72 excluded 16, reſtored 8, increaſe 268. 
Many were baptized in ſome of the churches, but the peace 
of one or two of them was diſturbed, as will ſoon appear. The 
letter this year was a very good one, intended to caution, dis 
ret, &c. The additions this year exceeded any one before, 
No miniſter in the connexion died this year, if I rightly, 
but Mr. Thomgs Lewis, originally a member at Peng. garn, who 
ſettled ſome years at Tiverton, was afterwards paſtor of the 
church at Exeter, and departed this life on December the ch, 
after this aſſociation, aged 44. He was an affectionate uſeful 
miniſter, . peculiarly attentive to young chriſtians, and could not 
known without being loved. Pe 
1775. U. 14th ind 15th of June. Brother William 
Williams from Hoſea vii. . and Brother Hugh Evas 
from Heb. xi, 22, 23. Brother Thomas Hiller, of T ewk/bury, 
providentially there, preached in the evening from Luke viii! 35. 
Many of the additions, this year and laſt, were to the young 


church in and near Carmarthen, and to the mother church at 


Newcaſtle, about that time and ſince, called Pant-17g, from a new 
meeting-houſe of that name. * thoſe who had —_— 
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avehyn, the Gentlemen Managers of the Particular Baptiſt Fund in 
London were pleaſed to allot « ſum of money to * 
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tized were young, and the old members looked upon them as in- 


experienced and\ flaſhy ; in retyrn, they looked on the old as 
fotmal and A* Thus they made each other uncomfortable, 
and probably there was ſome truth, and ſome error on each fide. 
The uneaſineſs reſpected neither doctrines nor morals in general; 
but was about the method of linging. The conſequence of it 


was, the young people, at both places, ſeparated in March and 


April, preceding this Aſſociation, and formed two churches ; but 


the miniſters and meſſengers who met at Uſ diſapproved of the 
cauſe and manner of the diviſion, and therefore would not re- 
ceive them into the connexion ; they were adviſed to return to 
their churches, and be reconciled. So it was then left. 

This year baptized 278, dead 66, excluded 17, reſtered 19, 
4 by letters 6, diſmiſſed 3, increaſe 217. tet 

This year died Mr. Jobn Evans, the paſtor at Pentre, a judi- 
cious man; and Mr. Charles Harris, at Bridgwater, Somerſet, 
originally a member at Pen-y-garn. . 

1776. Pant tg. 12th and 13th of Jane. Brother Jeſpua 
Thomas, of Leominſter, preached the preceding evening from 
Pſal. xlii. 5. On the morrow, Brother John Thomas preached 
from Deut. XXX111, 3. and Brother Benjamin Francis from Phil. i. 
27. Baptized 260, dead 55, excluded 27, reſtored 16, diſ- 
miſſed 1.—Increaſe 193. Four-and-twenty churches ſent meſ- 
ſengers to this aſſembly, of whom three were without paſtors, 
but all had preachers and helps. At this time, and often before, 
the churches were adviſed to be prudent and orderly in ſending 
young men into the miniſtry, and in receiving thoſe who were 
beginning to preach. . It was agreed to print the preliminaries 
of the Aſſociation, and to ſend a few copies to each church for 
information. This year, after the Aſſociation, the four follow- 
ing miniſters died, Mr. Philip Morgan, formerly paſtor at Maez- 


 'y-berllan, aged about 83. He had been long afflicted. Mr. Grif : 
r. 


th Davis, paſtor at Swanſea, aged 77; a worthy man. 


Miles Harrys, paſtor at Pen-y-garn, aged 76. He had been for- 


merly a very public man, uſeful and acceptable. He generally 
ſent a letter from his church to the Weſtern Aſſociation till near 
the laſt. At times letters were ſent to this body from Swanſea, 
Pen-y-fai, and Blaenau, as a remembrance of the former connexion 
in the laſt century. The fourth was Mr. 1/aac Jones, fon of Mr. 
Rees Toner. Mr. Rees Jones was one of the three who having 
been a long time aſſiſtants, were ordained this year at Pentre, to 
: ſucceed the late r. The other two werg Meſſrs. John Evans 


a 7 kinſman of Dr. Caleb Evan), and Morgan Evans, Mr. 


tſaac Tones was. a very promifing young man. Towards the 
cloſe of life, he ſupplie in a probationary way at Lym, Needs 59 
but his health being impaired, he returned to Wales, and thre 
affliction ended in death. 4. | 
This year, by the friendly interpoſition of the late Dr. Li. 


Z 
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miſſion into North Wales, particularly the counties of Merioneth, 
Carnarven and Angleſea ; in thoſe counties, and part of Denbigh- 
ſhire, the Baptiſts were comparatively unknown. Mr. David 
Evans, the paſtor at Dolau, made the firſt attempt this year, and 
was 'encouraged to repeat his viſit, After that the miniſters went 
from the South commonly two at a time. At this Aſſociation 
Dr. Llewelyn lodged part of the money in the hands of Mr. Wit- 
liams of Ebenezer, and a ſum in my hands, and wiſhed us to do 
what we could in the affair; but as my reſidence was ſo far out 
of the way; the whole buſineſs at length devolved on Mr. MI. 
liams, a he exerted himſelf much to promote the defign,  _ 
1777. Carleon. 11th and 12th June. Brother George Rees 
preached from 2 Cor. v.18. and Brother Nag? Sow from Luke 
xii. 43. This was the laſt time Mr. Evans hongured this Aſſo- 
ciation ; and the firſt time was in 1736, ſo that he rendered his 
kind ſervice to this Aſſociation above forty years, This year the 
numbers ſtood thus: Baptized. 216, dead 67, excluded 41, 
reſtored 11, Increaſe 119. Brother Benjamin Francis preached 
in the evening from 1 Cor. ii, 2. G/yn, Salem and Swanſ/za without 
paſtors. Mr. Daniel Garnon died this year, an aged ordained 
miniſter at Llanglofan, but had lately removed his communjon 
to Ebenezer. 9 | yore 
| The churches had been previouſly deſired to give their opinion 
at this meeting whether it would be expedient for Brother ous 
Thomas to print the hiſtory of the Welſh Baptiſts in their native 
language; that the work might be laid aſide, or ſet forward, as 
he could not think of printing it without their approbation, The 
reſult was, that every church not only gave aſſent to the eligibi- 
lity of the deſign, but contributed more or leſs to help it on. © 
The new church formed in 1776, at Vers, now Tro/naxt, near 
Pontypool, was received into the connexion, Mr. Mile; Edwards 


paſtor, ſon of the late Mr. T. Edwards, paſtor at — 
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'Thoſe who ſeparated from Newca/tle and Carmarthes were not” 
admitted into the connexion, but were adviſed to re-unite, _ 
miſſion to the North continued; ſometimes one miniſter went, 
commonly two. GO rm 
1778. Salm. Third Wedneſday and Thurſday in June. 
Brother Thomas Phillips, paſtor at Carlzon, preached from Acta 
xv. 16, and Brother Benjamin Francis from Luke xi 2, Baptiz- 
ed 159, dead 54, excluded 55, reſtored 11, Increaſe 61. The 
two ſeparated Gcieties continued ſo yet, and wiſhed to be re- 
ceived into the Aſſociation as two churchez. The 1 was 
then conſidered afreſh; and it appeared, that after 
years trial, the beſt way to promote peace and love was, to con- 
tinge — and churches were received. That, near 
Newcaſtle, was called Graig, from a new meeting - houſe they had 
erefted: That in Carmarthen, Priory-ſireet, their place of wor- 
ſhip being in the ſtreet of that name Another young church 
iormed in 1777, called now 7 Mabelat, after the name of the 
„ By © 4 2 p of paruh 
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ariſh, was received into the connexion. This made the num 

r 28, | 

This year died Mr. Jobn Price, a young candidate at Llan- 
ewenarth, The Tueſday evening Brother David Davis preached 
from Rev. i. 13. The conſtituents of the church at Sr, Nicholas 
were 24, all+aptized fince the laſt Aſfociation. This year, and 
two years before, the names of all the miniſters who engaged in 
prayer are inſerted. 

1779. - Glyn, Denbighſhire, gth and ioth of Fune, This was 
in the North, though the church originated from Wrexham. In 
April preceding the Aſſociation, Mr. David Evans, the firſt who 
went on this miſſion, publicly baptized two in a river in Angle/ea, 
and a few days before this meeting ten more were baptized in 
that iſland. Hence, a number from that, and other counties in 
the North, came to Gh to ſee what an Aſſociation was, and 
they were deſirous to have as many ſermons as poſſible. Brother 
Juobn Williams, the 2 at Llangloffan, preached from John i. 

1—3. and Brother Samuel Medley, of Liverpool, in Engliſh, from 
Zech. ix. 16, 17. repeated in Welſh by Brother T. Phillips; af. 
ter a little refreſhment, Brother Stephen Davis, paſtor of the new 
church at Carmarthen, preached from Mat. xvi. 24. and Brother 
George Rees from Acts xi. 21. This year baptized 161, dead 40, 
excluded 32, reſtored 16, Increaſe 105. From this meeting 
Me ſſrs. Stephen Davis, of Curmarthen, and David Jones and paſtor 
of Pen-y-garn, went to Angle/ea, where, on the zoth of June, 
three more were baptized ; and on that day they formed the 
fifteen into a church, and adminiſtred the Lord's ſupper to them. 
"The church is called Ebenezer, _ | | WH, je 

Previous to the Glyn meeting, a book had been printed in 
Welſh, containing ſome things regarding ay Trinity, which 
many ſuppoſed heterodox. In this letter, the Aſſociation teſti- 
fied their diſapprobation of them, as a Baptiſt was ſuppoſed to 
be the author of the book. From that time there have been im- 
prudent expreſſions introduced upon an article not underſtood. 
After this Aſſociation died Mr. David Jones, formerly the paſtor 
at Wrexham, by whoſe miniſtry the Glyz church had been raiſed. 
He was originally a member of Moleffon. In 1779, died alſo Me. 
tory Hopkins, of Swanjea, and Mr. John Griffith, of Rhyawilim, 
both aged uſeful helps. 3 | 

1780. Llanwenarth. 13th, rqth, and "15th of June, Laſt 
* they began to read the letters ftom the churches on the 

ueſday afternoon, that Wedneſday might be moſtly employed 
in praying and preaching. Hers the churches are all named in' 
the addreſs; the Angleſea church formed laſt year being now 
admitted, made the number 29. All the ſocieties in peace. Bro- 
ther Zechariah Thomas preached from Gal. vi. 14. and Brother 
Caleb Evans, of Briftol, from 1 Tim. i. 15, After proper re- 
ffreſhment, Brother Benjamin Francis preached from 1 Theſſ. ii. 
13. and Brother David Evans from Eph. i. 23: Baptized 166, 


dead 94, excluded 31, reſtored 19, Increaſe 
. | > 4 This 
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This year died Mr. David Owen, of Llanelli, ſon to the late 
paſtor there, of the fame name; and Mr. Francis Lewis, 
at Newbury, Berks, originally a member of Llanwwenarth. 

1781. Llangloffan. 13th'and 14th of June. Tueſday even- 
ing, Brother William Williams, of Ebenezer, preached from' 
Heb. iii. 7, 8; and on Wedneſday, Brother Jaba Thomas from 
Jer. iti. 23, and Brother Benjamin Francis from Matt. xxv. 21, 

ptized 202, dead 77, excluded 51, reſtored 32, receiyed by 
letters 4, Increaſe 110. A wiſh was expreſſed to have the Con- 
feſſion of Faith reprinted. Some churches very proſperous. . A 
meeting-houſe was wanted in Angleſea; the churches were de- 
fired to contribute towards it, and ſend their collections to Bro- 
ther William Williams, of Ebenezer ; Brother David Ewans, of 
Dolau ; or Brother David Jones, of Pen-y-garn, in or before 
October next. This year died Meſſrs. Richard Watkins, of Peny- 
fai, and Daniel Thomas of Rhydwilim, two acceptable aſſiſtants. 

1782. Blaenau, 12th and 13th gt nnd Brother James Thomas, 
the paſtor at Pant- teg, formerly Newcaſtle, preached Tueſda 
evening; his text is not mentioned in the letter; and Wednel, 
day, Brother George Rees from Zech, iii. 4. and Brother Benja- 
min Francis from Luke xiv. 23, Here the 29 churches are named 
and numbered. Diſorders in ſome churches were complained of, 
Baptized 196, dead 68, excluded 29, reſtored 22, Increaſe 121. 
1783. Cilfouyr. 4th and 5th of June. Morgan Rees, the 
paſtor at Llanelli, preached Tueſday evening from. 1 Pet. ii. 4. 
and Wedneſday, Brother Miles Edwardi, paſtor at Tro/nant, from 
Pſal. xciii. 5. and Brother Thomas Thomas, then of Perſbore, 
Worceſterſhire, but now at Mill yard, London, from Rom. v. 11. 
Churches in peace. Additions to moſt, Baptized 180, dead 89 
excluded 35, reſtored 227, Increaſe 77. This year, both Wort 
and South Wales ſuſtained a great loſs in the death of the 
deſervedly reſpected Tyouas LLEwELYy, L, L. D. He was 
a cordial friend to his native country, both in a civil and religi- 
ous ſenſe. The letter of this year records the death of Mr. 
William Hughes, a worthy colleague in the miniftry at Llanellij; 
and alſo the deceaſe of Mr. Evan Thomas, the fai and aged 
paſtor at Molefton, of whom it is noted, that he had attended 
the Aſſociation near fifty yeats, and it was believed had been 
abſent but once in all that length of time, 

1784. Pen-y-garn. The 2d Wedneſday and Thurſday in Jane. 
The letters were read here upon Tueſday afternoon. Peace in 
the churches. The death of uſeful members is lamented, parti- 
cularly of Mr. David Thomas, the reſpectable paſtor at Pane-t7g, 
for many years. He camg from the Independents about forty 
years before. He had been exerciſed with many trials, and bore 
fruit in old age. He was a judicious man. By appointment he 
preached at a quarterly meeting in Pembrotefbire, May 1779, 
from Gal. ii. 16: The miniſters then preſent requeſted him to 
favour them with the diſcourſe ; he complied ; the ſübject is 
leder ir cn, frre und priced in Naß. "Thy 
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Then Brother Cal 


drovidentially withoht much connexion with any church. Nevin, 
In Carnar vonſbire; they ſoon built two good mecting-houſes 
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year alſo died Mr. Thomas Davis, the paſtor at Fairford, in 
Glouceſterſhire ; he ſerved that church with great 7 above 
forty years. He was originally a member of Pentre. The 
{ame year died Mr. Thomas David of Cilfowyr, an acceptable 
aſſiſtant there. At this meeting Brother David Evans, of Graig, 
preached from Zech. ix. 9, and Brother Caleb Evans, of Briſtol, 
Hom Pſal. cxix. 129. In the afternoon, Brother Fohn Richard, 
a colleague at Graig, from Luke ii. 10, and Brother Henry David, 


= = colleague at Llangloffan, from John i. 14. and after him Bro- 


ther Benjamin Morgan, now paſtor at Bridgewater, Somer/et, from 
Zech. iv. 2. Baptized 295, dead 86, excluded 5 3, diſmiſſed 3, 
reſtored 26, Increaſe 179. The churches were adviſed not to 
receive ſtrangers into communion without a letter from the church- 
es to which they belonged, or ſome certainty of their being 
orderly members. | Wh; 
By this time the Baptiſts were increaſing in North Wales. A 
tolerably large meeting-houſg was erected chiefly in 1781, near 
the centre of Augleſca. A conſiderable part of the money to de- 


' fray the expence was procured in South Wales, by the influence 


of Mr. Williams of Ebenezer, Dr. Llewelyn of London, and Mr. 
David Evan, of Dolau. Mr. Williams exerted himſelf honor- 
ably in this affair, and, difficulties being ſurmounted, the houſe 
was named as his own place of worſhip is, viz. Ebenezer. 
"1785. Graig, near Newcaſtle, zd. Wedneſday and Tharſ. 
day in Fe Tueſday evening,Brother Zechariah Thomas preached 
from Cant. ii. 9. Wedneſday, Brother David Fones, of Pen-y- 
garn, from 2 Tim. 1. 10. and Brother Thomas Thomas from John 
viii. 32. Peace increaſing in the ſocieties. Three young churches 
received into fellowſhip: Beaumaris in Angleſea; Roe on the 
borders of the counties of Carnarvon and Denbigh ; and T wyn- - 
yn in Monmouthſhire. The churches now 32, al named in the 
aer. Baptized 332, dead 71, excluded 56, diſmiſſed 1, re- 


ſtored 21, Increaſe 225, The letter mentions the death of Mr. 
. Timothy "Thomas, one of the colleagues at Graig, who died in 


1784, but after the Aſſociation at Pex-y-garn. This year alſo 


died Mr. William Harris, the paſtor at Glyn, a very promiſing , 


young man, originally a member of Priory-freet, Carmarthen. © 
1786 Pentre. 14th and 15th of June. Tueſday evening, 
8 Miles Edwards preached from Pſal. xxx vi. 2. Wedneſ- 
ay, Brother Henry David, of Llangleffan, from Jer. xv. 19. 
3 Evans, of Briſtol, in Engliſh, from 1 John iv. 
10; whoſe diſcourſe was briefly repeated in Welſh by Joſhua 
Themas of Leominſter. After that Brother George Rees preached 
from 2 Cor, v. 4. The churches at Moleſon, Gn, and others, 
complained that they were as meep without ſhepherds. 
tized 410, including the new churches, dead 93, excluded 59, 


| reſtored 29, diſmiſſed 5, received by letter 5, Increaſe 287. New 


churches this year, Arad. dafadeg, in Glamorganſbire, raiſed up 
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there, one in the town, and the other at a proper diſtance in the 
country, which they called Sa/em. Another new church jn the 
ſame county near Creckith; they likewiſe erected a meeting-houſe 
and called it Horeb. And a fourth church in Merionetbfbire ; 
their new place of worſhip was called Ramoth, a few miles north- 
welt of Harleigh, Mr. David Morris, who afterwards died at 
Carmarthen, was of great ſervice in the miniſtry, and in ereftin 
meeting houſes at Nevin and Salem, then but one church: an 
Mr. David Hughes was active and ſucceſsful in the two churches 
Horeb and Ramoth. rad, Nevin, Horeb, and Ramoth, ſent let- 
ters to this convention, and were all admitted into the connexion. 
And after the Aſſociation, the ſame ſummer, another church was 
formed at Newbridge, in Denbighſhire, between Wrexham and 
asche. The conſtituents of it were members from the two 
churches at Wrexham and Glyn, both of whom gave their conſent 
and approbation to this incorporation. Mr. Jeutin Davis, who 
had been for ſome time at Beaumaris, in Angle/ea, removed to 
the paſtoral care of this new church. This year died Mr. Seth 
Morris, who had been * ſettled paſtor at Ebenezer, in Augle- 
fea; and, before the end of the year, Mr. Job Thomas, paſtor at 
Maes-y-berllan, and Mr. William Williams, his colleague. Breach 
upon breach. This year alſo died Mr. David Evans, at Biggh- 
 frade, Bedfordſpire, * a member at Malen, Pembroke. 
ire. Churches now 36 in number. Be 1 
1787. Priory-ftreet, Carmarthen. Second Wedneſday and 
Thurſday in June. Here the letters were read Tyeſday evening, 
in order to have more time for preaching next day. The ſtate 
of the churches various, Some very peaceable and proſperous, 
but others not ſo. Miniſterial gifts increaſing in ſeveral places, 
which alſo is mentioned in the letters moſt years. Wedneſday, 
Brother David Jones preached from Mal. i. 11, and Brother 7ho- 
mas Thomas, then of Perſhore, from 1 John ii, 3; and in the after- 
noon Brother fob David, of Frome, originally a member of Pen. y- 
Fai, from 2 Cor. iv. 17. and Brother 7imothy Thomas, of Aber- 
duer, from Iſaiah liii. 10. Baptized 402, dead 71, excluded 
72, reſtored * 28, received by letters 3, Increaſe 290. New 
churches received here were, L/anfachreth, near Holyhead, in Angle- 
fea; Newbridge above mentioned; Neuadd, in Brecknockfaire, 
which had been a diſtant branch of Mazs-y-berllan, now peaceably 
formed for conveniency ; and the Engine, Glamorganſhire, orga- 
nized ſome time before, though not in the connexion, | This made 


the number of churches 40. | | 

| Agreed, that, if contention ſhould ariſe in 7 church likely to 
make a breach in it, none of our miniſters ſhould either — to 
them, or in any way encourage a ſeparation among them, till the 


matter be firſt conſidered at the Aſſociation, or at a quarterly {|| 


meeting, or at a meeting of miniſters called for the purpoſe. Re- 
ported that a new impreſſion of a Pocxzr BinLe, in Wel 

with references, like Cans, was in the preſs. Faithful mini- 
ers were requeſted to go and aſſiſt where the harveſt wag 
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great, but the labourers few. Thanks were voted to Mr. Neg. 
min Francis for his Wetsn Hymxs ron Puste Worgnte! 
This year died Mr. Reer Fones, the ſenior paſtor at Pentre; and 
Mr. Fohn Morgan, an aged, uſeful aſſiſtant at Maes-y-berllan ; and 
Mr. David Evans, the paſtor at Thorn, Beafordſhire, originally 
a member of Aberduar, a valuable young man, aged 31. , 
1788. Llannerchmdd, in Angltſea, belonging to Llanfachreth, 

ad Wedneſday and Thurſday in June. In this country, they 
were eager to have as much preaching as poſſible. © Several of 
the miniſters came about 12 on the Tueſday. Brother Morgan 
Rees, paſtor at Pen-y-garn, (Mr. David Jones was removed th 
Graig), preached from Hab. iii. 9. and Brother David Powel, 
from Matt. xvii. 26. The ſame evening, Brother Gabriel Rees 

preached from Luke xxiv, 26, and Brother Benjamin Phillips, 
paſtor at Salem, in Carmarthen/hjre, from Exod. lit. 3. Wedneſ- 
day, Brother David Evans, of Dolau, preached from Rev. i. 20; 
and Brother Benjamin Davies, in Engliſh and Welſh, from John 
iii. 19. and Brother Henry David from Eph: iii: 8. This letter 
takes an affectionate and reſpectful notice of the death of Mr. 
Evan David, the worthy paſtor of Bethe/aa, where he ſerved 


faithfully near forty years; he was firſt a member of Rhydwilim 


then of Llanghffan. To whom muſt be added, Mr. Fame; Thomas 
an acceptable ſucceſſor to the late paſtor at Pant - tig, who died in 
the prime of life; and Mr. Sam/on Davis, an aſſiſtant at Llanelli: 
He came from the Independents, and had been in the mini 

many years. Baptized $ 13, dead go, excluded 80, 'reſtored 44, 
diſmiſſed 19, Increaſe 368. After the letters were read, Brother 
David Evans, paſtor at Cilforwyr, preached from Pal cxlix. 2. 
and Brother Timothy Thomas from Ifa. xiv. 32. The circular 
letter was drawn up by Mr. Thomas Morris, the paſtor. 
New churches this year. Llanayfaen, near Llandilo, in Car- 
| 7 forty-ſix members the firſt 
year. The New Houſe, in Back-lang, Swanſea: This was rather 


An unhappy ſeparation from the old church in that town. Mr. 


Lewis Thomas, the ſenior paſtor at Ci}fowyr, was removed to his 
long home after this Aﬀociation. Mr. Rees David, paſtor of a 


Baptiſt church at Norwich, originally a member of Peny-fa;, died 


| compoſed by fallible men. But til] the addreſs was i 


this year. He was a ſenſible and popular young man. | 
As the churches were now become ſo numerous and ſo dif- 
tantly ſituated, the letter propoſed to their conſideration, whether 
it would not be advantageous to have more than one Aſſociation; 
1789. Maes-y-berllan. gth and 1oth of June. The addreſs in 
the circular letter, ever ſince 1735, expreſſed an approbation of 
the Confeſſion of Faith republiſhedin 1689, except twice or three 
times, when, nevertheleſs, the general contents of it were expreſſ- 


ed without mentioning the Confeſſion. Bur, ever = „there 


had been ſome whiſperings about the commonly receiyed 
of the Trinity; and ſome objections to ſigning any f 


the ſame, and the Confeſſion fully referred to. At 
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the ſubject was debated. Part of the aſſembly were for the anci- 
ent method, and part for altering it. The form of words was 
conſiderably changed. Some were pleaſed, and others bore with” 


it, 

Tueſday evening, the letters were read ; the churches moſtly 
in peace; additions to all but two. Baptized 603, dead 87, ex- 
cluded 101, reſtored 50, Increaſe 465. Wedneſday, Brother 
William Williams, of Ebenezer, near Cardigan, preached from 
Neh. viii. 2; and Brother Caleb Evans, of Briſtol, from Acts xv. 
29. In the afternoon, Brother Gabriel Rees preached from 1 Tim. 
vi. 6. and Brother Benjamin Francis from Rom. vi. 15. Three new 
churches were received; Abery/twyth, in the north of Cardigan- 
ſhire; Nottage, formerly a remote branch of Pen-y-fai ; and Bryn 
Salem, whoſe conſtituents had long been diſtant members of Pen- 
y-fai and Swanſea, and ſupplied from both places. | 

About the cloſe of 1788, came out in Welſh, à tract upon 
Infant Baptiſm, by Mr. Benjamin Evans, a miniſter near Cardigan z 
and in 1789, an Anſwer to it by Mr. Wiliam Richards, of Lynn, 
Norfolk, originally a member of Salem, in Carmartbenſbire, well 
acquainted with his native language, and with the Baptiſmal con- 
troverſy. Mr. Benjamin Evans publiſhed a Rejoinder ; and Mr. 
Richards replied again. It was agreed that next year the Aſſocia- 
tion ſhould be divided into three, and the churches were defired 
to conſider to which they would reſpectively join. This ſeparation 
was to be made in love, with a view to enlarge and eſtabliſh the 
intereſt of Chriſt, 

1790. Dalau, in Radnorſhire. gth and 10th of June. Tueſday 
evening, the letters were read; moſt of the churches in peace; 
— to ſome. Baptized $44: dead 84, excluded 101, 
reſtored 42, received by letter 7, diſmiſſed 1, Increaſe 407. 
Wedneſday, Brother Edmund Watkins preached from Luke xiv. 
22, 23; and Brother Benjamin Francis from Phil. iii. 16. In 
the afternoon, Brother John Evans, of Roe, 9 from 2 Cor. 
iv. 7; and Brother David Jones from Iſaiah Ix. 73 and, laſtly, 
Brother Jeſbus * Thomas, of Leominſter, from Joſhua xxi. 45. 
The Thurſday is always employed in reading the circular letter, 
and in attention to other buſineſs ; ſo that, in fact, the aſſociation 
continues three days. Being preſent, I was admitted into the con- 
vention on Thurſday. There was nothing ſaid about the manner of 
the addreſs ſo much debated the year before; yet, in the printed 
letter, it is conſiderably altered-from that of laſt year. The Con- 
feſſion of 1689 is referred to better than it was the before, yet 
not quite in the former manner. I took the liberty to move the 
reprinting of that Confeſſion in Welſh, and the reviſing the firſt 
edition which is very ſcarce and ingorrect. The moderator rea- 
dily ſeconded the motion; and I do not recolle& to have heard 
one negative voice. Hence it was inſertad'in the letter, that the 
members of each quarterly meeting in the connexien ſhould 
conſider among themſelves whether it would be right to print it as 
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then ſend their thoughts to. Brother Fo/hua Thomas, of Leominfler 
who is appointed to. correct it. And now I remark, upon the 
whole, there has of late years been ſome difference in the expreſ- 
fions of certain perſons upon the confeſſedly deep and myfterious 
doctrine of the adorable Trinity. Miniſters uſed words, perhaps 
without caution, then one accuſed the other, probably beyond 
the real guilt, and*there has been ſome improper warmth on each 


| fide. Several attacks have been made upon the peace and ortho- 


doxy of our brethren in the Principality through the courſe. of 
this century ; but they. have hitherto been mercifully preſerved 


from many errors that prevail in other places ; may they ſtill be 


kept ſound in doctrine, and circumſpe& in conduct. 
he new church at Neath, Glamorganſhire, was admitted this 
year, making the number forty- ſix; and the whole were formed 
into THREE ASSOCIATIONS, thus, 21 
The Northern, conſiſting of the churches at Glyn, Newbridge, 
Denbighſhire ; Ramoth, Merionethſhire ; Horeb, Salem, and Roe, 
Carnarvonſhire; Beaumaris, Ebenezer, and Llanfachreth, Angleſea : 
nine in all. \ | a Wh 
The Eaftern, in South Wales. Dolau and Pentre, Radnorſbire ; 
Builth, Maes-y-berllan, and Chapel-y:ffm, Brecknockſvire ; Llanwe- 
narth, Blaenau, Peny-garn, Troſnant Twyngwyn, Ut, Caerleon, 


and Betheſda, in Monmouthſhire ; Hengoed, Yſtrad-dafodog,' St. 


Nicholas, Nottage, Pen-y-fai, and Neath, in Glamorganfpire : 
nineteen in all. | | 

The Weſtern in South Wales. Bryn-Salem, Engine, Swanſea, Back 
Lane in Swanſea, Glamorganſhire ; Llanelli, Priory Street, Porth- 
tywyll, Salem, Rhydwilim, Graig, Pant-ttg, Aberduar, and Llan- 
dyfaen, Carmarthenſhire  Molefton Llangloffan, Ebenezer, and Cil- 
fowyr, Pembrokeſhire ; and Aberyſtwyth, Cardiganſbire : theſe are 
Eighteen in all. 
N. B. The new church at Neuadd is now called Bailzh, and 
Olchon is called Chapel-y-ffm ; Qlchon is in Herefordſpire, Chapet- 
n in Brecknockfhire, yet but about two miles diſtant from each 
other. The latter have a meeting-houſe, the former never had a 
Proper one. 5 8 | 

In the letter, it is obſerved, that this diviſion of the churches 
into three aſſociations was effected in love and harmony; and that, 


ſould circumſtanges require it in future, they will all meet by de- 


puties in a General Aſſembly, as well to adviſe and aſſiſt each 
other, as to brighten the golden chain of fellowſhip; and, ſnould 
miniſters or members of one Aſſociation go to another, they ſhall 
for that time enjoy equal privileges with thoſe who are real 
members. It was agreed that each Aſſociation ſhould have liberty 
to chuſe hom they pleaſed to preach, out of all the three con. 


- wentions. The firſt Aſſociation to be at Hengoed, the firſt Wed - 


neſday and Thurſday in June 1791; Brother David Evans, of 
Dolau, to preach ; in caſe of failure, Brother Morgan Evans, of 


' Pentre. The ſecond at Swanſea, the ſecond Wedneſday and 


Thurſday in June; Brother William Williams, of Ebenezer, 3 


WELSH ASSOCIATION, &c. %%% os. 
preach, or Brother G. Rees. The third to be at Salem (Reg), the 


rſt Wedneſday and Thurſday in July, Brother Zechariab Thomas 
to preach, or Brother Morris Jones. 
Some of the miniſters having adviſed Brother Zechariah Thomas 


to draw up a ſketch on church diſcipline, and propoſe it for a cir- 


cular letter; he did fo, and read it at the Aſſociation. After a 


very little amendment, it was agreed to by the whole body. 


This was a very prudent ſtep to aſſiſt the young churches, and 
to promote order, and ſome degree of uniformity through the 
whole, though now in three bodies, or diſtricts. A large im- 
preſſion was ſoon ſubſcribed for. 1 | 

This year died Mr. Morgan Harris, the acceptable aſſiſting col- 
league at Llanuenàrth; his father and grandfather had — 
worthy paſtors at Blaenau. Afﬀier the Aſſociation died Mr. David 
Evans, the truly valuable Ter at Dolau, who was appointed to 
preach at the very next Aſli 


planned the miſſion for that part of the Principality, 


The former and preſent names of the BayT13T Chucks 
in WALES; the years they were reſpectively formed or 
received into the connexion, and the page in the preced- 
ing ſheets where ſome account is given of moſt of them. 


No. Names. Years. Page. No. Names. Voars. Page. 
x Olchon 1633 3 12 Cilfowyr 1704 30 
2 Iifton 1649 5 »y Pen-y-fai | 1726 43 
& Hay, including 14 Pentre 8 1727 ib. 

Olchon, revived in 1650 6 15 Pen-y garn | 1729 44 
3 Llanharan 9 . #5, ib. 16 Moleſton 1731 43 
4 Carmarthen . 16. 7 17 Llanelli | 1735 44 
5 Abergavenny 1652 3 18 Aberduar 1742 52 
6 Ruſhacre 1668 21 91 Llangloffan | 1745 $3 
7 Llangym „ az 20 Betheſda 1747 34 
$ Blaenau | a | 21 Glyn x764/ 60 
9 Glandwr r696 36 „ Ebenezer , _ 1767 62 

10 Troſgoed 1699 ib. 23 Dark -gate _. 1768, ib. 

11 Radnor + 288 2 Caerleon uin $65 
' ö / g % $ 55 


17 

$ The miſtake of Llanafan which has how = for Llanharan is recti- 

ed in the beginning of the Appendix to this hiſtory. | 
f 6 of Liangwm and Llantriſaint in Monmouthſhire ſee p. 23, and 
Appendix. . | 25 8 1 

* "Baku then including what is now called Dolau and Pentre, 
This church was _— — — 1649, but perhaps mixt, and 
not in the connexion before 1700. p. 29. ö 
t But joined the connexion in 1772. The following dates moſtly ſhew 
the year when the churches Joined the aſlotiation. 2 "IT 


- 


ociation. He had exerted himſelf 
much to promote the infant cauſe in North Wales, and indeed 


— —— ————— 


P 


| 
| 
1 


| 
| 
g 
| 


F eG 6, ww DEE ear on tO op S—_ 
8 : 


2 1 
= i... Ad CE CO IE" I 


"9 4 HISTORY OF THY 


No. Names, Tears. Page. No. : Names. Year.Page, 

2s Uſer . . 52 65 37 Ramoth | 

— Salem 55 ib. 38 Yftrad 5 178 7k 

27 Troſnant 1777 67 39 Llanfachreth 

28 Graig / 40 Newbridge 1787 18. 

29 Priory-ftreet 1978 ib. 41 Neuadd,now Builth 

30 St Nicholas | 42 Engine | 

31 Ebenezer, Angleſea 1779 68 43 Lland-y-faen 

32 Beaumaris 44 2d Church Swanſea a 1788 78 

33 Roe, now Salem oy 70 45 Aberyſtwyth 

34 Twyngwyn 46 Nottage 1789 73 

35 Nevin . 47 Bryn Salem 2 
1786 y1 

$$. ,Yoreb 48 Neath 1990 74 


The number of churches here is 48, hut the old church at Caermarthen 
was diffolved in the troubleſome times (See page 23), From Llanharan 
they removed to Llantriſaint in Glamorganſhire ; in the perſecutions 
they exiſted at Kelligär and Craig-yr-allt, but at Hengoed ſince 1716 
(See p. 34, and Appendix). Llangwm and Llanttiſaint in Monmouth» 
fhire diſfolved about 1742 (See p. 52). So in 1790, the number was 
46, but the following names are changed, 11fton is now called Swanſea ; 
Abergavenny, Llanwenarth ; Ruſhacre, Rhydwilim; Glandwr, Pant-ttg, 
Troſgoed, Maes-y- berllan; Radnor, now Dolau, While the churches 
worſhippeg in dwelling houſes they were obliged to ſhift from one place 
$o another, and as times changed, the names gften changed.” Several of 
the churches now meot in twu counties, as Aberduar, Pant-teg, Graig, 
Cilfowyr, Ebenezer, &c. Theſe five are on the eaſt ar fouth of the river 
Teivy which divides Cardiganſhire from thoſe of Pembroke and Car- 
mart hen; yet all theſe five churches have many members, and a number of 
meeting - houſes and preaching places, in Cardiganſhire, where there have 
been Ba tiſts, and not a few, ever ſince the Commonwealth, though no 


church is named there now but Aberyſtwyth lately formed. Glandwr 
was in Cardiganſhire. : 


A Li1sT of the BayTjsT AsSQctaTIONs in the PRINcI- 

" PALITY of W ALEs, &c. and of the Miniſters who preach- 
ed at thoſe Meetings, as near as they could be collected, 
with'a reference to the pages in this hiſtory Where moſt of 
them are mentioned, 


Year. Month, „ Fiace. Page. 
1650 gth month Hſton ' 6 
1651 1ſt . Carmarthen 7 
1653 «&th Abergavenny FE. 
1654 aft Aberafon 10 
16 4 6th 2 Llantriſaint 11 


1635 


| 
, 


Path 444 &. 77 


Year. Month. Place: - Page. 

1635 ft Hay 24 

1656 &th Brecknock. is 

168g September London 21 

1690 June Ditto ib. | | 
1691 June Ditto 24 'T 
1692 May Ditto 13. 1 
1693 April Briſtol ih, 

1694 April Ditto 25 

1693 March Ditto 46. 

1699 November Ditto ib. 

i697 -. Ditto 26 

1698 Junkie Taunton ib; 

ibog Whitſfun-week Ditto . 


The tvs laft of theſe aſſociations were at Taunton, Somerſet ; whers- 
Mr. Thomas Whinhtel was then paſtor. He was one of thoſe who ſigned 
the Confeſſion of Faith in the General Aſſembly at London in 168g. 
Here we have 18 affociations in the laſt century; ſeven of them wers 
Kell in Wales. Fout of the above met in London, and the reprefentas 
tives of ſeveral churches in Wales with them. The othet ſeven were 
properly the Weſtern aſſociation, to which letters, or meſſenyers, from 
the Principality wete feat; a praQtice which continued for above half 
this century. And Pen-y-gard, one of the Welſtr churches, * in 
the Weſtern Aſſociation letter ſo late as 1770. 1 

In the preſent Century it will de tteedleſs De 
of each meeting, if the following remarks are remembered. 
From 1700 to 1707, the time of meeting was in May or June ; 

from thence until 1955 in the Whitfun-week ; and from 1755 
to 1790 it hath ſeldorg failed to be on the ſecond Wedneſday 
And Thurſday of June. The two days are commonly named; 
but for mitiy years the Brethren have met Tueſday afternoon, 
and ſeparated Thurſday aernooa. I have no account of any 
ſermon preached at the affociation in the laſt century, either 
in Wales, London, 6 Briſtöl; but meſſengers met chiefly ts 
conſult fer the benefit of the churbfies. The firſt information 
{ have of a ſermon at an aſſociation, in tHe Principality; is in 
| the letter of 1703, which appoints one to be preached the fol- 
Powing year. The letters make no mention of the perſan WhO 
preached at the meeting, they only ſay who was appointed for 


next time, and thus it continued to 1734. Croſby & ſays, that a. 


ſermom was preached it the Aſſoviation im London in 1704. 


Probably it begun. in London and Wales the ſame year, The- 


kints premiſed, I proceed t6 the lift. 
* Ia his hiſtory of the Baptiſts, vol. iv. p. 4- 
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Tear. 


1700 
1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1506 
1707 
2708 
1709 
1710 
2711 
1712 
1713 

1714 
2715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 


1721 


1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 


1726 


1727 


1728 


1729 
1730 


1731 


1732 
1733 


1934 


1735 
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Place. Page. Perſons appointed to preach the enſuing yea. 
Llanwenarth 27 4 
Ditto = / 7 
Swanſea -— DT 
Llanwenarth © 29 Rich. Williams to preach next yeat 
Swanſea W. Philip James. | 
Llanwenarth 30 Abel Morgan. 
Swanſea 31 Morgan Griffiths. 
Llanwenarth 32 Nathan Davis, or Caleb Evans. 
Rhydwilim 10. John Jenkins, or Samuel Jones. 
Troſgoed 33 [I have not the letter of this year; 


34 Nor this, ſo Know not the place. 
Hengoed, probably,zs I could never find the letter of 1711; 
Llanwenarth 37 Nor of 1712. 


Rhydwilim ib. Nathan Davis to preach next year. 
Swanſea mW 

Blaenau ,"" "4 

Llanwenarth ib. John Jenkins, or Nathan Davis. 
Blaenau 3. Morgau Griffiths, or John Harris. 
Llanelli 39 - 

Rhydwilim ib, John Jenkins, or John Harris. 
Troſgoed ib, John Harris, or Enoch Francis. 
Coomb 40 Enoch Francis, or Wm. Meredith; 
Hengoed ib. David James, or Nathan Davis 
Llanwenarth 4t Nathan Davis, or Samuel Jones. 
Blaenau ib, Samuel Jones, or Wm. Meredith; J 
Llanelli 42 Caleb Evans, or William Phillips: 
Cilfowyt ib, Nathan Davis, or Morgan Griffiths, 
Swanſea 43 Morgan Jones, or Enoch Francis. 
Rhydwilim ib. Enoch Francis, or John Phillips. 
Llangloffan 44 John Jenkins; or Caleb Evans. 
Hengoed ib. 

Llanwenarth 45 Griffith Jones, or John jenł ins. 
Blaenau 1b. John ſenkins, or Myles Harrys. 
Pen- y- fai 46 Enoch Francis, or Roger David: 


Thus far there was only one. ſermon preached at thb affociaz 
tion. From this year forward, two in general; and ſometimes 
more; particularly of late years. And from henceforth, the 
letters commonly inform us who pieached, and on what 
text. . | 


N Bernard Foſkett, 2 Tim. iv. 5. 
Llanelli i #. Roger David only, 1 Tim. iy .16. 


1737 


Tear. 
1736 


1737 
1738 
1739 
1740 

1741 


1742 
1743 


174 
1745 
1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 


175¹ 
1752 


1753 
1554 
1755 
1756 
1757 


175 


Place. 
Rhydwilim 


Newcaſtle 
Hengoed 
Llanwenarth 
Cilfowyr 
Blaenau 


Llangloffan 
Cilfowyr 


Pen-y-garn 
Pentre 
Swanſea 
Brechfa 
Garth 


Llanelli 


Moleſton 


Hengoed 
Aberduar 


Maefdorglwyd 


Betheſda 


Ltandyſyl - 


 Llanwenarth ' 


WELSH ASSOCIATION, &s 
Page. 


43 


72 
Perſons who preached, 

Miles Harrys, Rom. x. 15. 

Hugh Evans, Eph. iii. 8. 

Morgan Griffiths, Acts xxvi. 28. 

Thomas Matthias, Jer. iii. 13. 

Griffith Jones, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 6. 

Hugh Evans, Phil. iv. 8, | e 

Morgan Harris, Job xxxiii. 23. 

Hugh vans, 2 Kings ii. 14. 

David Owen, 1 Cor. xvi. 10. 

Bernard Foſkett, 1 Theſſ. i. 6» 

Griffith Davis, and Hugh Evans 

Miles Harrys, Jer. xv. 19. 

Evan Jenkins, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Dav. Thomas, Cilfowyr, 1 Chro. xxix. 1. 

Hugh Evans, IIa. Ixii. 6, 7. ö 

Thomas Edwards, 2 Tim. ii. 13. 


— 


Evan Jenkins, Heb. xii. 15, 


Griffith Jones, 2 Chron. xv. 7. 
Evan Jenkins, Jude 21. * 

Evan Thomas, John xxi. 19. 

Evan Jenkins, 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. 
Griffith Jones, 1 Cor, ii. 2. 


Hugh Evans, 2 Cor. v. 20. , 


Griffith Thomas, 2 Cor. v. 11. 

Dav. Thomas, Cilfowyr, Matt. xxii. 4. 
Griffith Jones, 2 Cor. xiii. 2. 
Evan Jenkins, Matt. xvi. 18. 
John Thomas, 2 Tim, iv. 5. 
Griffith Davis and Evan Jenkins, 


* 


Edmund Watkins, Mark xvi. 15. 


Caleb Harris, Col. iv. 3, 4- 

Dav. Thomas, Cilfowyr, 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
Griffith Davis, Eph. iii. 8. | 
Caleb Harris, 2 Tim. 1i. 25. 

Miles Marrys, 1 Cor. xv. 34. 

Rich. Jones, 2 Tim. iv. 2. 

Hugh Evans, 2 Tim. ii. T 
Miles Harrys, Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 
Griffith Davis, Acts v. 42 | 
Timothy Thomas, 1 Cor, ix. 1 
Hugh Evans. 

David Owen, Col iv. 17. 


Hugh Evans, 1 Cor. i. 2 24 


159 


1777 
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Cilfowyr 
Pen-y-gatn 
Pentre 


Swadſea 


| 'Maes-y-berllan 


Dolau 


Ebenezer 


Uk 


Page. 


58 


ib. 


$9 


ib, 


Perſons who preached; ., 
Evan Thomas, Luke xii. 42. a 
Hugh Evans, Acts xx 24. | | 
Edmund Watkins, Luke xiv. 23. 
Benjamin Francis, Titus ii. 14. 
Dav: Thomas, Newcaſtle, Mat. xxi.4z. 
Hugh Evans, Rom. i. 16. 
John Williams, Col, i. 28. 
Benjamin Francis, 1 Pet. ii. z. 
Dav. Thomas, Rhydwilim. Pſa. li. 11. 
Hugh Evans, Eph. iv. 12, 13. 
Caleb Evans, Phil. ii. r. | 


Lewis James, 2 Tim. ii. 1 s: 


Hugh Evans, Hof. xiv. 5. 


George Rees, 1 Pet. v. 2. 
Benjamin Francis, Micah ii. 7. 
Timothy Thomas, Ifa. xxvii. 13. 

Hagh Evans, Zech. xiv. 20. = 
Griffith Davis, Col. i. 28. 

Caleb Evans, Briſtol, Col. iif, fr. 
Dav. Thomas, Newcaſtle, 2 Cor. iv. g. 
Samuel Stennett, Matt. xxviiiizo. ' _ 


Dav. Thomas, Rhydwilim, 2 Cor. v. 14. 


Benjamin Francis, Rev. iii. 19. 

John Williams, Acts'xxvi. 23. 23. 

Hugh Evans, Mal. ii. 15. 

Wm. Williams, 2 Cor. v. 117. 

Benjamin Francis, Pſalm cxxvi. © 

Griffith Davis, 2 Cor, v. 20. 

Wm. Williams, Heb. xii. 2. 

John Williams, Matt. xxii. 4. 

Hugh Evans, Bech. i. 5. | 

Edmund Watkins, Acts xx. 26,24." 

Benjamin Fradris, 1 Cor, xv. 58. 

W. Williams, Hof. vii. 9. 

Hugh Evans, Heb. xii. 22, 23: . 

Thomas Hiller, Luke viii. 35. 

John Thomas, Deut. xxxili. 3. 

Benjamin Francis, Phil. i. 29. 

Joſhua Thomas, Pſalm Klii. 5. preceding 
evening. 

George Rees, 1 Cor. v. 18. 


* a 


Hugh Evans, Luke xii. 43. 


2 


WELSH 
Year: Place, Page. 
1778 Salem 67 


1730 Llatiwenatth ib. 


ASSOCIATION: 18 


Perſons who preached. 


Thomas Phillips, Acts xv. 16. 
Benjamin Francis, Luke's. 3. 


John Williams, John i. 1-3. 


Samuel Medley, Zech, ix. 16, 17. ö 
Stephen Davis, Matt. xvi. a4. 11 
George Rees, xi. 21. bans 


Zecharias Thomas, Gal. vi. 14. 


Caleb Evans, of Briſtol, 1 Tim. i: 15. 


| Benjamin Fraticis, 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. 


Lo» 


1781 Llangloffan .- 39. 


1782 Blaenau | «hs. 


S4 I, i , «©. 4 1 
*x | i; 49 3}. 


David Evans, Eph. i. 23. 
Wm. Williams; Web. iii. 7, 8. 


John Thumas, Jer. i, 23. i 
Benjamin Francis, Matt. xxv. 21. 


mes Thomas, Tueſday evening. 
e Rees, Tech. iii. 4. + mT 


Noi dee aa „Wann Francis, Zech. 0 r 


47 7.3 WC 
1983; Cilfowyr, 1, 5. 
Won WW gin 


nds rauen n — 


210 * ; tn! TY 
1785 Graig 8 70. 


| 7 1 — ? „ + *% 


Morgan Rees, 1 Pet. ii. „ 
Niles Edwards, pf wel. e 
Thamas Thomas, Rom..v. ES 4 
Daxid Evans, of Graig, Zech. ix. 9. 
Caleb Evans, of Briſtol, Pf. cxix. 140. 


ww a Richard, Luke ii. 10. 
Henry David, Johm i. 444. 


Zenjamin 5 i. . 0 0005 
David Jones, PEAR ei 


Thomas Thomas, John viii. 32. 
Miles Edwards, Palm xxxv1. 2. 


Hen David, Jer. xv. Ig. 


1 . : "2 {* / . = . 


% 2 9442 | 
1787 Priory-ſtreet 51, 


1788 Llanherchmgedd 33. 


_ George Rees, 2 Cor. v. 4. 


Thomas Thomas, 1 John j ii. 
Job David, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 


9. Powell, Matt: xvii. 2 6. 
+ Gabriel Rees, Luke xxiv. 26. 


; Benjamin Davis, John iii. 29. x 


Caleb Eyans, of Briſtol, 1 Ichn iv. 10. 


David Jones, Mal. i. 11. 


Timothy Thomas, Ifa. liii. 16 
Morgan Rees, Hab. iii. 9. 


Benjamin Phillips, Exod. iii. 3z. 
David Evans, Rev. i. 20, 


Henry David, Eph: iii, 8. i 
David Evans, Pſalm cxlix. a. 
Timothy Themas, Ma. xiv. 32. 

E . 1739 


, the year 1777. 


1 WELSH ASSOCIATION 
Year. Place. Page. Perſons who preached. 
1789 Maes-y-berllan 76. William Wulliams, Neh. viii. 2. 
Caleb Evans, of Briſtol, Acts xv. 9 
George Rees, t Tim. vi. 6. 
| Benjamin Francis, Rom. vi. 15. 
7790 Dolau 73. Edmund Watkins, Luke xiv. 22, 83. 
. Benjamin Francis, Phil. iii. 16. 
J. Evans, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
David Jones, Iſa. Ix. 7. 
Joſhua Thomas, Jol. xxi. 45. 


4- 


EXPLANATORY HINTS. 


The attentive Reader is referred to page 76, above, EET the 
change of names of ſeveral places. Page 75, 76, give the dates when 
moſt of the churches were formed. But in the lit of the Aſſotiations, 
Llanelli and Llangloffan appear before the dates when churches were 
incorporated in theſe places. . There are alſo other inſtances where the 


annual meeting ws kept in ſome dapital branch of the church; hence 


it is, that there are names in the latter liſt, which appear not in that 
of the churches, ſuch as thefe ; Brechfa, the place of meeting in 1747, be- 
longed to Maes-y-berllan, and was thought convenient; and before that, | 
Coomb, where the Aſſociation met in 1721, is called Radnbt in the liſt 
of churches, Garth, mentioned in 1748, was a place belonging to 
Dolau. Maeſdorglwyd under 1753, and Chapel-y-ffin 1-70, belonged to 
Olchon, and were convenient places for the Aſſociation. " Newcaflle, 
1737; Llandyſyl, 1756; and-Pant-teg, 17765 conſtituted the very ſame 
church, only the meetings were'kept in different places for conveniency ; 
and perhaps there are ſome other inftances of this ſort. 

The following worthy charatters ought to be diſtinguiſhed here. They 
were not properly of the Aſſot iation; yet they voluntarily took long 
ournies at their own expence, generally preached in Engliſh, and re- 
peated a little in We!ſh, The truly reverend Hugh Evans, M. A. men- 
tioned above, p. 67, appears by the foregoing liſt, to have preacheiſ at 
the Aſſociation ſeventeen times. Mr. Evan Jenkins, of Wrexham, 


- appears in the above liſt in 1943. It pleaſed God to remove him by 


defth before the Aſſociation 'of 17 52. Yet in that ſhort ſpace he ftands 
in the liſt fix times. He was very acceptable, and ripened: apate for a 
better ſtate. Our very worthy friend Rev. Caleb Evans, D: D. ſhould 
not be omitted here, though he did not underſtand Welſh. He is upou 
the liſt as early as 1763; and preached in all ſix times: Theſe three are 


gone to reft, Bat our great and warm friend Benjamin Francis, M. A. 


is yet on the ſtage. His name appears in 176v, and ſince then he has 
preached fourteen times in the courſe of thirty years. One of the four- 
teen happened to be omitted i in the one but it appears in page 67, undes 


An 
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N. R. Thoſe in ſmall capitals were not Baptiſts : and a few known 
not to have been natives of Wales are in Italics. 


e ens 325 89. 
Mr. Ab > + 327% 19, 20. organ Edwards, M. A. $2, 59 
Pr = 7 Nicholas Edwards A 
Tſaae Backus . © *; $, 17- | Evan Edwards « 4, 64- 
John Roggs +« 49, Watkin Edwards, his Son 64- 
William- Bound .. . 18. Thomas Edwards | 53755 
Evan Bowen .. 3, 18. | Miles Edwards, his Son _ 67, 69. 
Stephen Brace to. | John Edwards 17, 18, 20, 22. 
Simon Butler . 36. James Edwards 64. 
i K illiam Erbury  - + 3 4. 
Thomas Carter. - 8. Thoma Evans 4 
William Chaſſey ß - +, | Caleb Evans 
Robert Cherry As +1 + ets 12 Evans N " 
William Combey . s ugh Evans, M. A, , 
William Conſet ANT 3” ib, | Caleb Evans, D. D. | 
WALTER * 3, 4, 86. 2 Evane a ; 
Joun Crxace A - 2% 13% ugh Evans, Radnorſhire 18. 
vo REY . 44 ohn Evans lm . 28, 31. 
0 r ohn _—_ America a 
David Davis 6, 7, Kc. 19. vid Evans, Cilfowyr r 
David Davis, America 34, 35. | David Evans, Conwil 63. 
Leyſon Davis . - 9. David Evans, Dblau © 67, 75. 
Joka Davis - . - + _ 14. | David Evans, Biggleſwade * 573. 
ugh Davis, America 36, 37. David Evans, Thorn . 72. 


John Davis, his Affi ſt ant 37. David Evans, Graig 70. 
ames Davis, America - 36. | Rees Evang , . $4» 63. 
ohn Davis, Swanſea #43, 52+ | Peter Evans , . 64. 
athan Davis 29, 32, 43- | Caleb Evans 3 

420008 Davis, of Merthyr 46. | Morgan Evans 66, 74 
ifliam Davis, America 40, 49- | Bznjamin Evans - 73. 

Griffith Davis 8, 66. 

Thomas Davis 34, 70. | Bernard Faſlert 47, 81. 


Thomas Davis, Rock 5 2. Gzoror Fox , 3 17, 
David Davis, Aberduar 3- | Enoch Francis 3, 81. 
Benjamin Davis N 72. | Abel Francis - « 42, 46 
Samſon Davis . 1 » . onathan Francis 2 52. 
Stephen Davis . . 68, | Francis 97 68 

+ 5 93 98, 73. 
Evan David . . . 25. : 4 
Evan David, Betheſda $4, 72. | Daniel Garhon F . 67. 


ohn David . Ho 25. | Charles Garſon 10, 15. 
homas David «. « $1, 62. | Samuel George 62. 

| Roger David 43, 52. Francis Giles . 18, 20. 
Morgan David 2 51. John Gill, D. P, 35, 56. 
Thomas David, Cilfowyr 70. | Edward Green „ + 10. 

| Moſes David +. + |; 62. Henry Gregory 18, 20, 71 
Jenkin' David . - 71. | Griffith Griffiths 11. 


Job David . - - . #. | Harry Griffiths _, * 7 
enry David @, 72. | Thomas Griffiths, , 2%, x 
R ib, Margan Griffiths 25, 47s 2 
James Drewett +. Loy Joha Griffiths . » | ., 29. 
Charles Doe 0 Saks x 46. van Griffiths, Eſq. b 31. 
John Duckfield , 61. Benjamin Griffiths, America 36. 
& | Abel Griffiths, his Son 148 
Joſeph Eaton 33, 49+ | Samuel Griffiths -, 64. 
Iſaac Eaton, his Son . 24. | John Griffiths, his Father 68. 
Thomas Edwards . 10. 12 Johg 


T 


7577 


3; 
* | Page. 
H. g 
John Harris 37, 4, 49. 
organ Harris, his Son 47, 51, 54 
Morgan Harris, his Son 7 75 
Miles Harris 42, 44, 45, 6 
Caleb Harris . 54, 56+ 
Charles Harris . 66. 
| Willis arris . 6 70. 
Richard Hirsiſon _ . 4 16. 
Anthony Harry | -» 10, I5, 17. 
Thomas Henry Ray a 
William Herbert 48, 52 
Thomas Hiller TY , 65. 
obert Hopkins . 0 10. 
ohn Hopkins , « , 68. 
Griffith Howell 21, 25, 31 
. Hugh ; a 11. 
amuel Hugh 36. 
William Hughes 5 69. 
David Hughes 0 . , 71. 
Jacob Iſaac „ "La: AS 
Thomas James - 10,15 
David James +: 54/08 
James James 224, 47. 


oſhua James . + 49, 44- 
Philip James . , 30, 33- 
Samuel James, his Son , 30. 


fn America 35. 
5 ames, Rhydwilim 33, 60. 
Nis f ames . 38, 42. 
Lew f ames ; 60, 64. 


Nathaniel [enking, America 33,35- 
— enk ins 
van Jenkins, his Sen 52——56. 
oſeph Jenkins, D. D. his Son 52. 


van John , 0 . 46. 
10, 1 5, 17. 
Thomas jones, America 44, 48, 49. 


Thomas Jon LOR 


Samuel Jones, D. 0). 40. 
Morgan ſones . 4, 17, 1 


Morgan [ones 2 


Morgan ſones, L. L. D. his Grand- 
ſon . . . 55. 


222 Swanſea 29, 36, 43. 


Richard Jones . 5 15. 


Richard ones, Dolau ; 
enkin Jones 16, 17, 19. 
Jenkin jones, America 34. 

illiam Jones, 20, 21, 25, 27, 31. 

Robert Jones' - 22, 

Samuel Jones, America 24, 28, 35. 


Sam. Jones, Cilfowyr 25, 30, 42, 48. 
S Au. foxes, Glamorganfhire 25. 


Griffith * Ones, b 42, 43> Woo 
George Jones, . 24, 25. 
Philip Jones, 392 40. 


Philip 0e, ppton 3 Os 
e Torts, „ His Son E's 45 


25, 40— 47. 


INDEX OF NAMES. 


| Page - 
EDMUND Joxzs Monmouthſhire 
45, 46. 
Rees [ones . 51, 53, 61. 
Rees Jones, Pentre 66, 72. 
_ Je, r 66. 
David Jones, Wrexham 68. 
David Jones, Llanwenarth 64: 
David jones, Pen-y-garn 68. 
Morris ſones =» - 75. 
Thomas Joſeph * — 9, IS, 19. 
Benjamin Reach ' 25, 48. 
| L. 
Thomas Lewis 5 10. 
Thomas Lewis, Exeter * 
Timothy Lewis . 37, 40- 
nav $5 Lewis . 9 
avid Lewis, Hengoed 30. 


David Lewis, Llangloffan 55. 
Francis Lewis 69. 

Thomas Llewelyn, L. L. D. 52, 66,6 9 
James as 3 54, 60. 
er Marlou . . 23. 
Hugh Matthewbes 12, 14. 


Anthony Matthews . 36. 
Simon Matthews . . ib. 
William Matthews N ib. 
Thomas Matthias 37 47, 83. 
Samuel Medley . . 8. 
Arthur Melchior 3. 
William Meredith 1850, 52. 
John Mildmay 6 8. 
William Milman 17, 20, 22. 
12 Moon 17, 18. 
obert Morgan 10, 15, 17, 20, 33. 
Nathaniel Morgan 22, 41, 43 


Abel Morgan 26, 35, 37, 38, 41. 
Enoch Morgan, his Brother 32, 34. 
Abel Morgan a "Bp 
John Morgan . 33. 

obert Morgan of London 33, 34- 
Philip Morgan 4t, 46, 48, 74 
John Morgan, Cilfowyr 51, 59. 
John Morgan, Maes-y-berllan 732. 


Henry Morgan . 51. 
William Morgan . ib. 
David Morris . . JL. 


Seth Morris b . ib. 
Thomas Morris X 72. 
1 ohn Myles 5, 9, 10, 1 17s 18, 21. 


ichard Myles 1 
ohn Noreot . ; . 25. 
ohn D. Nicholas 5, 60. 
O. Gag 

2 Owe vx CS, „ 
avid Owen ; 44» 43, 61, 
David Owen, his Son _..'_ 6y. 
Thomas 
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A. 
ly P. 
Thomas Parry 10, 20, wy 34. 
ohn Penry . 5. 
PeRKOTT . » os 
William Phillips 29, 38, 49- 
William Phillips, Betheſda 51. 
2 Phillips | 41, 44+ 
enry Phillips _», 64. 
Thomas Phillips _ a. | 


Benjamin Phillips ' , 
John Pigget 


Vavaſor Powell 4, 16, is 20, it 


David Powell 0 


ohn Price 11 
ohn Price, TI EARS 68. 
-[ofeph Price "5981 
homas Price , 29, 40. 


Chriſtopher Price 18, 20, 21—36. 


Wm. Prichard 9, 10, 15, 
Walter Profſer 6, 15, 
Thomas Proud 


& . 
Thomas Qareel © 20, 


21, 29, 31. 
16, 17, 19. 


97 177 19. 


22, 33, 43. 


Thomas David Rees 25, Kc. 31, 32+ 


David Rees 34, 45, 46, 47. 
Peter Rees . 33- 
Jacob Rees . » 50. 
George Rees P 60, 63, 68. 
Morgan Rees, Llanelli 69. 
Morgan Rees, Pen-y-garn 72. 
Gabriel Rees . . ib. 
David Richard +» - "$0, $3, 35. 
William Richards 73. 
gon Richard . 51, 62, 63. 

ANIEL Roots . 46. 
Richard Roſſer 10, Is, 
William Rider 48. 
Joſeph Stafford . 8. 
Foſeph Stennett, D. D. 34. 


Samuel Stennett, D. D. 22, 41, 62. 


John Spencer 


— Sorency . 36. 
Evan Saundars . 52. 
David Saundars 63. 
William Thomas 9, 15, 17, 19. 
Howell Thomas ib. 
Lewis Thomas 20, &c. 27, 20. 
Rhydderch Thomas I5. 
Joun Tuouas > 25. 
Owen Thomas, America 32- 
Eliſha Thomas, America, ib, 


— 


N 


| Page, 
Morgan Thomas Br” 6. 
William Thomas, America 7. 
2 Thomas ib. 

imothy Thomas, Perſhore 39. 


Tim. Thomas, Aberduar 52, 60,&ec- 
Timothy Thomas, Graig 70. 
Evan Thomas . 47, 43, 69. 
Evan Thomas, Bridgwater 57. 


David Thomas, Cilfowyr 50, 84, 65: 


David Thomas, Pant-teg 89, 62, 69. 
David Thomas, Rhydwilim 60. 


John Thomas 52, 58, 6171. 
Griffith Thomas 53, 54, 60. 
Joſhua Thomas, Leominiter 

$4, 55, 86. 


oſhua Thomas, Lymington 63. 
illiam Thomas, Blaenau 58. 
Zechariah Thomas 63, 68, 75. 


Thomas Thomas 63, 69, 
Daniel Thomas, Henley 63. 
Daniel Thomas, Rhydwilim 69. 
ames Thomas . 69, 72. 
ewis Thomas +, . 75. 
85 Tombs, B. D. ; 10. 
amuel Tull 1 a 2 
V. | 
Howell Vaughan ” 3, 10. 
Hennay VAUGHAN ' , 10, 
Roger Walker 41, 50, $4» 87 


FowLen WALK Ia 46, 47. 
Thomas Watkins 10, 15, 17, z0, Kc. 
Howell Watkins 6 . 10. 


Edmund Watkins $2, $6, 93. 
William Watkins . 63. 
Richard Watkins . 69. 
Henry Williams . 18, 20, 


Walter Williams . | 22+ 
William Williams, Olchon 46, 64, 
Wm.Williams, Ebenezer 62, 64, 74, 
Wm. Williams, Maes- u- berlian 71. 
Morgan Williams k 8, 
Rich. Williams 24, 7% Kc. 40, &c. 
Davin W1LL1Aams . 46. 
. Williams 17, 39, 50, 53. 
ANnTEL WILLIAMS, D. PD. 44. 


Thomas Williams 47, 53. 
Griffith Williams - F 47. 
John Williams 59,-64, 68. 
Samue! Wilſon $7. 

: Charles Winter manly 4s 31s $5, 
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Among theſe names there are a few who. were not Miniſters ; but 
they were either eminently uſeful to the churckes at home, or . 
grants to America *. It is not now certain how many of the meſiengers 


America, or Am. after a name, denotes that i he perſon emigrated to that cohntry. 


of 


4 
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26 GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


of the churches in the time of the Commonwealth were preachers ; but, 

2s they attended the Aſſociations, ſeveral of them are recorded here. 
This Index contains perhaps the names of all the miniſters mentioned 

in the preceding Tract; but they are not referred to here as often as ſome 

of them are named, yet, in general, their firſt appearagce in the Aſſo- 

ciation, and their cloſe of life, is referred to. 3 

This is not pretended to be a hiſtory of the Welſh 3 buſt of the 
Aflociations, and of the Miniſters chiefly concerned in them; a number 
prayed at thoſe męetings who are not named here; and there are miniſters 
of _ laſt century mentioned here who were not in the Aſſociation. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

1. Though moſt of the Baptiſts in the ae have been in con- 
nexion with the Aſſociation from the beginning of this century, however 
it was before, yet there have been ſome of them in that country ever 
fince 1640, or carlier, who never entered into this connexion, The 4th 
and 5th pages of this Hiſtory inform as how active Meſſ. Cradock and 
Powell were, who encoutaged mixed communion of Pædo and Antipædo 
1 Baptiſts. Probably every congregation of Nonconformifts in that country, 

| except Olchon, were'of mixed principles, till Mr. J. Myles and his friends 
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formed a church of profeſſed Baptiſts, in 1649. Mr. Cradock reſided 
ſome time at Wrexham; and Mr. Vavaſor Powell near Newtown, in 
N NMontgomeryſhire : their congregations were profeſſedly mixed. Soms 
years after the death of Mr. Morgan Lloyd, at Wrexham, Mr. John Evans 
| (father of the late Nr. John Evans, author of Sermons on'the Chriſtian 
[ Temper), ſettled there about 1668. The people were mixed; he. and 
they were friendly. When any one wiſhed to be baptized, Mr. Thomas 
't -— Loe, of Warrington, moſtly adminiſtered the ordinance to them. My. 
Evans died about 1700. He was ſucceeded hy Mr. Jenkin Thomas; and 
he by Mr. John Williams, both Independents : but the latter, upon con- 
' viction, was baptized by immerſion about 1715. The miniſters haye 
| | been Baptiſts ever ſince ; and the church remained mixed till lately, if xx 
| is not ſo now. For many years the Independents in communion were 
very few. This people never were in the Aſſociation. - Mr. V. Powell's 
| church was moftly in Montgomeryſhire ; it lay very wide, and was mixt. 
5 He was ſucceeded by Mr. Henry Williams, and the latter by Mr. Rey nold 
p Wilſon : theſe were Baptiſts ; but they had alſo Independent colleagues. 
—The Society was divided into three; but there has been no Baptiſt- 
FL miniſter reſident with either of them ſince about 1737. Llanbrynmair is 
4 now by far the chief congregation of the three, in which there are but 
few Baptiſts at preſent. But this church of Mr. Vavaſor Powell's was never 
| in the Aſſociation. 

There was formerly a ſmall Baptiſt congregation at Glaſcoomb, Rad- 
' Norſhire ; but it does not appear that they ever had more than one paſtor, / 
| Mr. Thomas Lewis, who died in 1735, and the few members did not long 


ſurvive. They did not belong to the Aflpciation, 


z. Aboup 


— On, 


GENERAL OBSERPATIONS) #7 
1. About 1740; quarterly meetings were ſet up: theſe were a kind vf 
inferior Aſfociations: two miniſters preached; and ſeveral prayed ; the 
afternoon generally was ſpent in improving converſation and conſultatiour 
for the welfare of the churches. Thoſe 2 are now —— 


divided into convenient diftrifts. 
J. When ftrangers tear that at an Abteien nies or ton tel 


people attend, more or leſs as the place is more or leſs central, they 


thay well wonder how all can be accommodated. The manner of doing 
it is briefly thus: a piece of ground is taken, near to the meeting-houſsy 
which is kept up early in the Spring, and by Jane the graſs is good. Be- 
fore 1790, when the Aſſociation was divided into three, it was fometimes 
neceſſary to prepare for ſeven or eight hundred horſes, which graze in the 
time of ſervice: two or three perſons were appointed to take care af 
them. The inhabitants, for five or fix miles round the place, provide 
lodgings for the ftrangers, and good entertainment for man and horſe, 
gratis. The generoſity of the country is ſuch, that, at theſe times, all 
deſcriptions of perſons open their doors cordially, whether religious or 
not, gentlemen as well as farmers. The leading men of the congregation 
know before hand where to fend two, four, ſix, or more gueſts, and there ; 
are perſons preſent ready to take them to their reſpeRive lodgings, On 
the Tueſday evening there ir a meeting, almoſt on purpoſe to accο mo- 
date the ſtrangerr. They generally take their horſes with them; and 
where they lodge that night they are commonly the next. The chief 
public day is the Wedneſday, Thurſday in the afternoon they ſet out on 
their return. They ſup and break faſt where they lodge. The people 
before-hand bake a quantity of good bread, and brew good table-beer, 
and put it in the veſtry, or ſome convenient place; this, with cheeſs 
and butter, makes their dinner on Wedneſday, which they take, in and 
about the meeting-honſe on tables, boards, and as they can, As no 
meeting-houſe will contain the people, a temporary pulpit is prepared 
in the moſt convenient place, that the auditory may hear in the houſe 
and out: it is ſo covered as to prevent the ſun and rain ftom coming to 


the miniſter, The multitude is peculiarly numerous on the Wedneſday, as 


all the neighbourhood flock together on that day. The accommodations are 


4. Of late years, the excluſions in theſe churches make a diſagreeable 


appearance, and it will be well to be very cautious in admitting mem-— 


bers; but when crowds make a profeſſion, which has been happily the 
caſe of late years; it is no woruler there ſhould be ſtony- ground hearers among 
them. Aud in judging of this cafe, we are to conſider the number of mem 
bers in a church. There the number of the whole ifſmall, it would hea | 
wide breach toexclude ten or more in a year; but when the members of 2 
church are from ſix to eight hundred or e, the caſe is materially al- 
tered, It is a good evidence of the care in diſcipline, whe#there are 
righteous 


| . 


made at the expence of the church where the Aﬀociation meets, but travel- 
Ting expences lie upon the meſſengers and the churches which ſend then. 
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righteous excluſions. If perſons come in unawares, when diſcoyered they 


—— 


a... 


a He 


1 a 


* a N = * 


and firſt paſtor were from Wales; and all the paſtors from 1201 to 17695 


| likewiſe, paſtor and church, were from Wales. And ſo was their ſecoug 
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9. New Britain, to be ſure, from Wales, the miniſters, and moſt of the 
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are caſt out, The number of their reſtored anuually is very conſiderableg 
which is an additional proof of their care and diſcipline ... 
5. Mr. Morgan Edwards's “ Materials towards a Hiſtory of the Baptiſte 
in Pennſylvania” mention and deſcribe ten frf-day Baptiſt chur Fbes in 
that province in 1770. The major part of a eee miniſters 
of theſe were from the ancient Britons, As ©" 1; vine 
1. Penne-peck, now Lawer' Dublin, the Py 8 7 in the, pro: 
vince, formed in Jan. 1687-8 ; conſiſted, then of eleven members, and 
their then-paſtor, for a ſhort time. Of the eleven; five were from Wales 
one of whom, Mr. Samuel Jones, was the maſt uſeful member in that 
church for thirty-four years; a conſiderable part of that time he preached 
to them as aſſiſtant, paſtor, or colleague, See above page 24. The, chief 
paſtors of that church ſince have been Meſſ. Evan Morgan, Samuel Iongs, 
Abel Morgan, Jenkin Jones, and the preſent Dr. Samuel Jones, all natives 
of the Principality. This church has had Engliſhmen for paſiopyor yay 
Kers, about thirty years of the time ſince 1688. | | 
2. The next Baptiſt church there was, at, #z/& Trad. The confllinages Y 


wore, from the ſame country. See page 28, 32, 34, 3. 
3. The.third church there was at Great Valley, formed in 1711. They 


paſtor. Theſe. two ſerved the church honourably. from aA RY ＋ 
Bee page 35, 36, 37. i | 

4+ The next church in the Materials is Sadie. Though pred con- if 
Kituents there ſeem to have been a mixture of Engliſh and Welſh, and firſt 
and ſecond paſtor natives of America, yet they were formed by Mr. Abel 
Morgan's help; and the ſecond paſtor 1. as. ſon of a miniſter. from Wales. 
J. Montgomery, conſtituted 1719; the members chiefly, from , Wales, 
and their miniſters from the ſame 7 00 28® 345 357 37s 47, * 
alſo Mr. Edwards's Materials. Niko 

6. Tu/pehokon. Of the paſtor and 1 5 ſee page 1 ed 

7. Southampton, according to Mr. Edwards's Materials, is a kind of 
mixture of Engliſh and Welſh, 5 | 

S. Philadelphia is ſaid to have been formed, or 3 in 1946: 
5 firſt and ſecond paſtor from Wales. Of Mr. Jenkin Jones, ſee U hint 
page 34, of Mr. M. Edwards, page 52, 59. 


1 


uſtituents, to 1770, ſee page 49. f 
10. Kenolowa, the youngeſt church in the province in 1970, was formed 
in 1765. The conſtituents, by their names, ſeem not to have originated 
from Wales; but their firſt paſtor did, theyyh probably he himſelf was 
donn it America. 

Tunis ſketch ſhews that Wales is to be conſidered as the parent of my 
'Baptiit denomination in \ Peandylvania. 
£7 THE END, 


